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El present monografic sobre geografies de les sexualitats sorgeix de la voluntat
de donar a coneixer aquest camp d’estudi i mostrar la riquesa i la varietat de
tematiques que tracta la investigacié actual sobre I'ambit de les sexualitats des
d’una perspectiva geografica.

Les geografies de les sexualitats constitueixen un ambit d’analisi sorgit en
el mén anglosaxé a partir de la década de 1990, amb treballs centrats en les
espacialitats de les sexualitats en els entorns urbans. Després del gir cultural
de la decada de 1980 en geografia i I'aparicié de la teoria gueer en els estudis
feministes, algunes autores i alguns autors van comengar a publicar treballs on
mostraven que els espais publics estaven construits com a espais heterosexuals
a través de la repeticié de determinades practiques i evidenciant el seu caracter
heteronormatiu (Valentine, 1993a; Bell et al., 1994; Bell i Valentine, 1995;
Binnie, 1997). Volums com ara Mapping desire (Bell i Valentine, 1995), el
primer i segurament encara avui en dia un dels treballs més importants sobre
geografies de les sexualitats, van posar les bases per una comprensié de les
sexualitats que les mostrava com a construides a través dels llocs i en els llocs, i
feia visible que els espais eren alhora construits i organitzats segons unes formes
concretes de comprendre el sexe, el genere i la sexualitat.

Els primers estudis sobre geografies de les sexualitats van anar seguits de
treballs que mostraven la construccié heteronormativa de les ciutats, analitzant
com les persones no heterosexuals estaven marginalitzades en diferents ambits i
posant de relleu les violencies i les discriminacions que patien. Aquest concepte
d’heteronormativitat és fonamental per comprendre com determinades orien-
tacions sexuals es perceben com a «naturals» i no sén ni tan sols considerades
com a construccions socials. Alhora, mostra com aquestes identitats se susten-
ten en un seguit d’institucions, lleis i discursos que organitzen la societat i que
estructuren ambits com la familia, el matrimoni o la reproduccié.
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Tot i que el terme sexualirats es refereix a les orientacions i a les practi-
ques sexuals, moltes vegades també es fa servir com a paraigua per a qiiestions
relacionades amb la identitat i amb l'expressié de genere. En la recent 7he Rouz-
ledge research companion to geographies of sex and sexualities (Brown i Browne,
2016), els coordinadors argumenten que justament hi van introduir el concepte
sex per incloure-hi tot allo relatiu a la identitat de genere, en especial als estudis
trans. La qiiestié sobre quines identitats s'inclouen en els estudis de geografies
de les sexualitats és un tema obert i que ha portat for¢a debats des de 'inici.
Dins les sigles LGBTT s’hi troben experiencies, problematiques i practhues ben
diferenciades. Per exemple, els primers estudis van centrar-se en les experiencies
dels homes gais blancs en entorns urbans i en qiiestions com ara la territoria-
litzacié en relacié amb barris gais (Lauria i Knopp, 1985; Knopp, 1990). Les
assumpcions territorials que implicaven aquests estudis en relacié amb les iden-
titats sexuals van ser qiiestionades per diverses autores a través de I'analisi de les
geografies lesbiques (Valentine, 1993a, 1993b; Peake, 1993; Podmore, 2001,
2006). Els estudis sobre persones bisexuals (Hemmings, 2002) i sobre geografies
trans (Doan, 2007) han giiestionat també els primers treballs sobre sexualitats i
estudis urbans. Una altra de les giiestions centrals ha estat la discussié sobre els
biaixos i les exclusions dins el propi col-lectiu LGBTI. En general, la prepon-
derancia dels estudis sobre entorns urbans, persones blanques del Nord Global
iamb plenes capacitats ha posat de manifest la necessitat de tenir en compte la
perspectiva interseccional, és a dir, que es considerin diversos eixos de desigualtat
com el genere, I'etnicita, la identitat religiosa, I'edat, la classe social o l'origen
en els estudis sobre sexualitats (Rod6-Zdrate i Baylina, 2018).

Al context catala i espanyol, si bé a nivell de moviments socials 'activisme
LGBTI ha estat un referent en defensa dels drets del col-lectiu, en I’ambit
acadeémic aquestes qiiestions hi han entrat amb certes dificultats i for¢a recent-
ment. Concretament en geografia, 'estudi de les sexualitats és un ambit molt
minoritari (Santos, 2016) que ha anat molt lligat al desenvolupament de les
geografies feministes. En altres disciplines, si bé la presencia de les investigaci-
ons sobre sexualitats tampoc és un Ambit comparable a uns altres contextos, s
que hi ha treballs molt destacats que s’han centrat en el desenvolupament de
les teories queer (Coll-Planas, 2012; Cérdoba et al., 2005; Grupo de Trabajo
Queer, 2005; Mérida, 2002; Platero et al., 2017; Sold i Urko, 2013; Sudrez
Briones, 2017) i obres pioneres en qiiestions com les sexualitats dissidents
(Guasch, 2003; Llamas, 1998), les identitats i els moviments lesbics (Platero,
2008; Vifiuales, 2000; Trujillo Barbadillo, 2009), la cultura gai i la sexualitat
entre homes (Aliaga i Cortés, 1997; Langarita, 2015), la patologitzacié de la
transexualitat i el transgenerisme (Mejia, 2006; Missé i Coll-Planas, 2010),
la prostitucié (Juliano, 2004) o I'aproximacié interseccional a les sexualitats
(Platero, 2012).

Segurament una de les causes d’aquesta presencia minoritaria es pot trobar
en les mateixes dificultats que han tingut els estudis de genere per establir-se
com a ambit d’estudi reconegut en I'academia, fet que posa de relleu el paper
del lloc (context social, politic i academic) en el desenvolupament de les dis-
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ciplines. Les sexualitats sovint s’han considerat un ambit poc seriés o sense
interes per comprendre les relacions humanes, tot i la centralitat que tenen
en l'organitzacié social. També és destacable la dificultat amb la qual textos
fundacionals de la teoria gueer van entrar en els debats academics en el nostre
context. Un clar exemple és la traduccié de I'obra de Judith Butler titulada
Gender trouble (1990), de la qual no hi va haver una versié en castella fins
'any 2007. Aquest fet evidencia la indisputada hegemonia angloamericana en
Iestabliment de les pautes del debat intel-lectual i de I'angles com a llengua
hegemonica, esdevenint tot plegat una forma de poder que dignifica només
determinades tradicions academiques (Garcia Ramon, 2012).

Aquest monografic pretén ser un pas endavant en la introduccié d’aquest
ambit d’estudi en la geografia. En concret, aquest ndmero és fruit de la 7V
Conferéncia Europea de Geografies de les Sexualitats, organitzada per les matei-
xes editores d’aquest nimero monografic i que va tenir lloc del 13 al 15 de
setembre de 2017 a Barcelona. La conferencia havia estat precedida per les
de Brussel-les (2011), Lisboa (2013) i Roma (2015), un espai de trobada i dis-
cussi6 referent en 'ambit de 'estudi de les sexualitats i definit pel seu compro-
mis amb la relacié entre 'académia i I'activisme, la produccié de coneixement
en llengiies i contextos no hegemonics i la varietat i la interdisciplinarietat
de les contribucions. La propera conferéncia, que tindra lloc a Praga el mes de
setembre de 2019, segueix aquesta mateixa linia i mostra la consolidacié d’un
espai fonamental per la recerca sobre qiiestions relacionades amb el genere i
les sexualitats des d’una perspectiva espacial.

La conferéncia de Barcelona se centrava en la relacionalitat entre les sexua-
litats, altres eixos identitaris (com ara el genere, I'origen, I'edat, la classe social,
la religié o la diversitat funcional) i les diverses escales socials i espacials. Una
extensa varietat de comunicacions, distribuides en 34 sessions tematiques, van
tractar experiencies practiques i qiiestions tedriques i metodoldgiques al voltant
de temes com ara la geopolitica de les practiques sexuals; 'impacte dels movi-
ments socials contemporanis LGTBI i dels espais de solidaritat feminista; el
rol de les xarxes socials i els mitjans en la configuracié de les identitats sexuals;
la medicalitzacié i la patologitzacié de les identitats dissidents; la migracié i
les sexualitats, o ’homonacionalisme, el racisme i la xenofobia. Sobre aques-
ta dltima qiiestié, vam comptar amb la ponencia de Jasbir Puar (professora
d’estudis de dones i genere a la Rutgers University) «<Homonacionalisme en
temps de Trump». L’homonacionalisme és un concepte desenvolupat per Puar
que permet comprendre com s’han instrumentalitzat les politiques en relacié
amb persones amb sexualitats no normatives per justificar posicions racistes,
xendfobes 1 islamofobiques per part dels estats. Aquesta instrumentalitzacié es
basa en prejudicis en relacié amb la poblacié migrada com a homofoba men-
tre es mostra occident com un lloc d’igualtat i defensa dels drets del col-lectiu
LGBTI. Aixi, s’utilitza la diversitat sexual i de génere com a argument per
aplicar politiques contra la immigracié i justificar accions bel-liques. En aquesta
ocasié, 'autora analitzava ’homonacionalisme en relacié amb les politiques de
Donald Trump i altres governs de dretes.
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El nimero actual parteix de les intervencions en la conferéncia de 2017 i
esta format per vuit articles i cinc ressenyes de llibres. La seleccié d’articles s’ha
basat en els criteris segiients: escollir recerques explicitament geografiques on
es pugui copsar la relacié mituament constitutiva entre la sexualitat i espai-
lloc; combinar, en la mesura del que fos possible, articles tedrics, empirics i
metodologics; representar al maxim les diverses sexualitats; reflectir diverses
realitats territorials i academiques; i equilibrar el geénere de I'autoria.

Enceta el monografic una entrevista de Gilly Hartal a Gavin Brown, aca-
demic de referéncia internacional sobre les geografies de les sexualitats. Brown
és professor al Departament de Geografia de la Universitat de Leicester i es
defineix com un geodgraf cultural, historic i politic. La seva recerca expandeix
les fronteres de la geografia social i cultural per abordar els temes politics i
econdmics de les societats contemporanies. El seu principal tema de recerca és
les geografies de les sexualitats i la geopolitica critica.

L’entrevista és d’obligada lectura per qui necessiti aclarir la connexié entre
la geografia i les sexualitats. Brown té clar que els fenomens socials varien
geograficament i que sén modelats per les relacions espacials especifiques del
lloc. La diversitat contemporania de formes de viure de les persones LGTBI i
les dinamiques de les politiques sexuals obliguen els gedgrafs i les gedgrafes a
examinar com les sexualitats de tot tipus modelen els territoris i la vida social.
L’entrevista mostra el dialeg de les geografies de la sexualitat amb altres sub-
disciplines de la geografia (social i cultural, econdomica, politica, feminista, de
la salut, urbana, etc.). En I'estudi de la ciutat i la vida urbana, per exemple,
Brown fa referéncia a les resistencies i a les hostilitats dels gedgrafs urbans a
acceptar el paper de les sexualitats i el génere en el modelatge de la vida urbana
i de Pespai urba. Encara que aixd pugui venir condicionat pel pes de la classe
social i de la lluita de classes com a base fundacional de la geografia urbana
critica, la recerca de Brown és un exemple del dialeg permanent entre les geo-
grafies de les sexualitats i la geografia urbana com a exercici real de geografia
critica. Una altra de les aportacions de Brown és la revisié de la teoritzacié
de les sexualitats des de la geografia, demostrant als teorics i a les tedriques
queer que cal pensar geograficament. Gilly Hartal, investigadora de genere a
la Universitat de Bar-Ilan, Israel, ha elaborat un guié d’entrevista a I'alcada de
entrevistat. Les preguntes, reflexives i provocatives, han estimulat Brown a
furgar en les geografies de les sexualitats i en la seva propia recerca, de forma
critica i exhaustiva.

José Antonio Langarita, Jordi Mas i Olga Jubany, persones expertes en
exclusié social, en intervencid social i en diversitat sexual des de 'antropo-
logia, discuteixen sobre la centralitat de les grans ciutats com a eixos centrals
en la configuracié de la identitat i de les experiencies de les persones LGBTT.
En una recerca clarament geografica apunten sobre dues qiiestions: I'impacte
de Barcelona en la produccié de discursos, practiques i representacions sobre
la diversitat sexual i de génere a les persones residents de Girona i Sabadell,
i la construccié de I'alteritat i la seva relacié amb els imaginaris de seguretat i
inseguretat a la via urbana.
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Marcio José Ornat, Joseli Maria Silva i Alides Baptista Chimin Junior sén
professors de Geografia a la Universidade Estadual de Ponta Grossa, al Brasil.
Joseli Maria Silva ha estat impulsora de les geografies de les sexualitats al Brasil
ial’America Llatina i és editora en cap de la Revista Latino-americana de Geo-
grafia e Género des que es va crear 'any 2010. Investigadors i activistes socials,
han dedicat la major part de la seva recerca a les persones trans al Brasil i en
altres contextos. Precisament aqui tracten les vivencies de #ravestis i dones trans
llatinoamericanes que exerceixen la prostituci6 a Barcelona com a practica de
supervivencia. El recorregut espacial d’aquestes professionals, que depassa 'am-
bit municipal i estatal llatinoamerica, és inherent al funcionament del mercat
laboral dels paisos d’origen i de destinacié. La vivencia espacial quotidiana de
les travestis i de les dones trans mostra la connexié entre el sistema econdmic i
els mecanismes de genere en contextos particulars.

Cesare di Feliciantonio és investigador postdoctoral a la Universitat de
Leicester (Regne Unit). Ha dedicat la seva recerca als moviments socials, a
Pestudi d’alternatives al model d’habitatge neoliberal i a les geografies de I'ac-
tivitat gueer, entre altres temes. En aquest niimero, Di Feliciantonio tracta com
’homonormativisme espacial pot generar exclusions, no només per motius
de raga i per classe social, siné també per qiiestions de salut. L’autor posa en
primer pla les experiéncies de la vida quotidiana de persones gai portadores
del VIH a Barcelona per valorar les dinamiques d’inclusié i/o d’exclusié que
s’hi desenvolupen. La recerca vol mostrar que els espais homonormatius de les
ciutats s’han d’analitzar tenint en compte I'experiencia viscuda i que, per tant,
tenen un caracter situat.

Chen Misgav és gedgraf i planificador urba, actualment professor a la
Universitat Ben-Gurion, Negev (Israel). Ha investigat extensament sobre els
moviments socials urbans i les politiques espacials de 'activisme, el genere i la
sexualitat i les relacions entre els moviments i 'activisme LGBTT i la planifica-
cié urbana. L’article mostra la connexié entre aquest darrer tema i la sexualitat
a través de I'estudi de cas d’un centre gai a Tel-Aviv i ho fa a partir de I'ts dels
conceptes tedrics de justicia distributiva, justicia processal i reconeixement.
L’analisi de les comunitats LGBTT a la ciutat i la seva relacié amb la planifica-
cié i la politica urbanes és una mostra del seu potencial per promoure la justicia
espacial en les politiques de planificacié local.

L’hegemonia angloamericana en la produccié del coneixement sobre geo-
grafies de les sexualitats plana en I'article de Michal Pitoridk, geograf i professor
a I'Institut d’Estudis Internacionals de la Facultat de Ciencies Socials de la
Universitat de Praga i investigador independent de TONG Queer Geography.
La seva recerca tracta les sexualitats humanes en interseccié amb el genere, la
raga, 'etnicitat, I'edat i la religi6, des de la geografia perd amb una visié mul-
tidisciplinaria. El seu article examina criticament el binarisme entre est i oest i
discuteix problemes amb I’hegemonia angloamericana en les geografies de les
sexualitats i del genere. Pitondk problematitza alhora diversos conceptes que
es connecten amb '’Europa Central i Oriental, com ara homogeneitat, deshis-
toritzacid, aillament o endarreriment. Des de la seva posicid, il-lustra els reptes
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als quals s’han d’afrontar les persones investigadores que no pertanyen al mén
anglosaxé en diversos contextos institucionals per ser reconegudes.

Valerie de Craene i Katrien de Graeve escriuen sobre la importancia d’in-
cloure la reflexié sobre el desig i la sexualitat de la persona investigadora en
els resultats de la recerca. Es tracta d’un article valent que deixa ben lluny
Iepistemologia objectivista per preguntar-se per que es considera problematic
o no etic el contacte sexual(itzat) entre les persones investigadores i les que par-
ticipen en l'estudi i quines poden ser les conseqii¢ncies d’evitar-ho. Un article
que sacseja els protocols etics institucionals per reclamar un enfocament etic
alternatiu que es correspongui amb la idea que la produccié de coneixement no
ocorre mai allunyada del nostre cos. Valerie de Craene és gedgrafa, investiga-
dora sobre la territorialitat de I’habitatge en el grup Policy Research Center for
Housing, de la Vrije Universiteit, de Brussel-les. Els seus interessos de recerca
tracten sobre el genere i la sexualitat en 'organitzacié de 'espai; la universitat
neoliberal i les seves implicacions en la ciéncia, en el génere i en la salut mental,
com també sobre les dimensions epistemoldgiques, metodologiques i etiques
de fer recerca encarnada en relacié amb la produccié de coneixements dins i
fora de 'academia. Katrien de Graeve és investigadora a la Universitat de Gant
i membre del Centre for Research on Culture and Gender, i ha explorat en les
seves recerques la qiiesti6 de I'etica de la cura en menors no acompanyats, aix{
com l'estudi de les relacions sexuals i romantiques i els discursos d’exclusivitat
i pluralitat tenint en compte la familia nuclear normativa.

El darrer article aborda la investigacié interseccional en el mén rural des de
la geografia. La teoria interseccional planteja 'estudi de les identitats (generes,
edat, sexualitat, classe social, eétnia, habilitat funcional, etc.) des de la interseccié
de les diverses categories per posar de manifest, tal com expressa Mireia Gar-
cia, el complex sistema de relacions de poder latent en les relacions socials.
Garcia, geografa i master en Estudis de Dones, Genere i Ciutadania per la
Universitat de Barcelona, analitza 128 revistes cientifiques, principalment dels
ambits de la geografia, estudis de genere, estudis rurals i sociologia. L'autora evi-
dencia una escassetat d’estudis veritablement interseccionals i ressalta llacunes en
la recerca sobre determinats eixos de diferéncia, com ara I’étnia, la sexualitat i la
diversitat funcional al mén rural. L’article ofereix un ventall d’oportunitats per
a persones investigadores interessades en la geografia rural des de la perspectiva
de geénere i interseccional.

El nimero clou amb cinc ressenyes de llibres que tracten, de forma gene-
ralista, els temes de les geografies de les sexualitats i de génere. La seleccié
d’aquests llibres ha anat també en la direccié de donar a contixer i motivar
Pestudi dels lectors i les lectores en aquests camps de la disciplina o d’incorpo-
rar transversalment aquests enfocaments en els seus ambits d’'investigacid. Brais
Estévez ressenya el llibre de Joseli Maria Silva, Marcio Ornat i Alides Chimin
(2017), Didlogos Iber-Latino-Americanos sobre geografias feministes e das sexuali-
dades; Laura Soler analitza el llibre editat per Kath Browne i Eduarda Ferreira
(2015), Lesbian geographies: Gender, place and power; Anna Ortiz ressenya el
llibre de Lynda Johnston (2018), Transforming gender, sex and place; Marta
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Roqueta s’ocupa de 'analisi de Terra de ningii: Perspectives feministes sobre
la independencia, editat per Maria Rod4-Zdrate, Marta Jorba Grau, Mireia
Foradada Villar i Ares Batlle Manonelles (2017), i Mireia Baylina ressenya
el llibre editat per Abel Albet, amb Janice Monk, Maria Prats Ferret i Susana
M. Veleda da Silva (2019), Maria Dolors Garcia Ramon: Geografia y género,

disidencia e innovacion.
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Abstract

Gavin Brown (University of Leicester, UK) is one of today’s most eminent scholars of
political geography and sexualities. In this intellectual-biographical interview, he describes
his academic path, as well as discusses some of his major contributions to the fields of geog-
raphies of sexualities and gender and protest movements and activism. This interview by
Gilly Hartal introduces some of his major conceptual and theoretical contributions in the
fields of sexualities and gender, geopolitics, the spatiality of protest camps and, in particular,
the spatial practice of solidarity. Knowledge, as feminist theory has taught us, is always
grounded in personal-political contexts and subjectivities. This conversation with Gavin
Brown offers an intimate perspective into Brown’s academic experience, which interest-
ingly also reflects the growth and materialization of the field of geographies of sexualities
into a sub-discipline. The interview also addresses the current state of critical geographical
work and calls for support of and solidarity with scholars and departments under threat.

Keywords: geographies of sexualities; homonormativity; protest camps; critical geographies;
geopolitics of sexualities and gender
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Resum. Considerar les geografies de les sexualitats, el génere i l'activisme: una entrevista al
Leog &
professor Gavin Brown

Gavin Brown (Universitat de Leicester, Regne Unit) és un dels academics més eminents
pel que fa a geografia politica i sexualitats. En aquesta entrevista intel-lectual i biografica
conduida per Gilly Hartal, Brown hi descriu la seva carrera académica i discuteix sobre
les principals contribucions que ha fet en el camp de les geografies de les sexualitats i el
genere i en els moviments de protesta i 'activisme. L’entrevista presenta algunes de les
seves aportacions en els ambits de les sexualitats i el génere, la geopolitica, I'espacialitat dels
camps de protesta i, en particular, la practica espacial de la solidaritat. El coneixement, tal
com la teoria feminista ens ha ensenyat, es fonamenta sempre en contextos i subjectivitats
personals i politiques. La conversa amb Gavin Brown ofereix una perspectiva {ntima de
Iexperieéncia académica de Brown i, al mateix temps, de manera molt interessant, mostra
el desenvolupament i la materialitzacié de les geografies de les sexualitats en una subdis-
ciplina. L’entrevista tamb¢ tracta sobre P'estat actual de la recerca en geografia critica i
reclama suport i solidaritat amb els investigadors i investigadores i amb els departaments
sota amenaga.

Paraules clau: geografies de les sexualitats; homonormativitat; camps de protesta; geografies
critiques; geopolitiques de les sexualitats i del genere

Resumen. Considerar las geografias de las sexualidades, el género y el activismo: una entrevista
al profesor Gavin Brown

Gavin Brown (Universidad de Leicester, Reino Unido) es uno de los académicos mds emi-
nentes en el campo de la geografia politica y las sexualidades. En esta entrevista intelectual
y biogrdfica conducida por Gilly Hartal, Brown describe su carrera académica y discute
sobre sus principales contribuciones en el campo de las geografias de las sexualidades y el
género y en los movimientos de protesta y el activismo. La entrevista presenta algunas de
sus aportaciones en los dmbitos de las sexualidades y el género, la geopolitica, la espacial-
idad de los campos de protesta y, en particular, la préctica espacial de la solidaridad. El
conocimiento, tal como la teorfa feminista nos ha ensefiado, se fundamenta siempre en
contextos y subjetividades personales y politicas. La conversacién con Gavin Brown ofrece
una perspectiva intima de la experiencia académica de Brown y, a la vez, de manera muy
interesante, muestra el desarrollo y la materializacién de las geografias de las sexualidades
en una subdisciplina. La entrevista también trata sobre el estado actual de la investigacién en
geograffa critica y reclama ayuda y solidaridad con los investigadores e investigadoras y con
los departamentos bajo amenaza.

Palabras clave: geografias de las sexualidades; homonormatividad; campos de protesta;
geografias criticas; geopoliticas de las sexualidades y del género

Résumé. Considérer les géographies des sexualités, du genre et de ['activisme : entretien avec le
geogr &
professeur Gavin Brown

Gavin Brown (Université de Leicester, Royaume-Uni) est 'un des plus éminents spécialistes
de la géographie politique et des sexualités. Dans cet entretien intellectuel-biographique
mené par Gilly Hartal, il décrit sa carri¢re universitaire et évoque ses principales contribu-
tions dans le domaine des géographies des sexualités et du genre, ainsi que des mouvements
de protestation et de I'activisme. Lentretien présente certaines de ses contributions dans
les domaines des sexualités et du genre, de la géopolitique, de la spatialité des champs
de protestation, et en particulier de la pratique spatiale de la solidarité. La connaissance,
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comme nous I'a appris la théorie féministe, est toujours basée sur des contextes et des sub-
jectivités personnels et politiques. La conversation avec Gavin Brown offre une perspective
intime de 'expérience académique de Brown et montre en méme temps, de maniere tres
intéressante, le développement et la matérialisation des géographies des sexualités dans une
sous-discipline. L'interview explique également I’état actuel de la recherche en géographie
critique et appelle a 'aide et 2 la solidarité avec les chercheurs et les départements menacés.

Mots-clés: géographies des sexualités; homonormativité; champs de protestation; géogra-
phies critiques; géopolitique des sexualités et du genre

1. Introduction

Gavin Brown is one of today’s most eminent scholars of political geography and
sexualities. He is a Professor of Human Geography at the University of Leices-
ter in the UK and an editor of Social and Cultural Geography. Gavin Brown’s
pioneering work addresses sexualities and gender, geopolitics, the spatiality of
protest camps, and the spatial practice of solidarity in particular. In a number
of widely cited publications, among them “Homonormativity: A metropolitan
concept that denigrates ‘ordinary’ gay lives” (2012), he developed the theoreti-
cal concept of homonormativity, arguing that it is a collection of social changes
across specific political constellations that produces particular consequences.

He co-edited Geographies of Sexualities (2007) with Kath Browne and Jason
Lim, and 7he Routledge Research Companion to Geographies of Sex and Sexua-
lities (2016) with Kath Browne as well. He has also edited or authored three
other books: Protest Camps in International Context (2018), with Anna Fei-
genbaum, Fabian Frenzel and Patrick McCurdy; Youth Activism and Solidarity:
the Non-stop Picker Against Apartheid (2017), with Helen Yaffe; and Singing
Jfor Our Lives: Stories from the Street Choirs (2018), as part of the Campaign
Choirs Writing Collective.

Gavin Brown was a founding member of the Space, Sexualities and Queer
Research Group of the Royal Geographical Society and has served as both
its treasurer and chair. He was also part of the collective which initiated the
European Geographies of Sexualities Conferences. He is interviewed here by
Gilly Hartal from the Gender Studies Programme at Bar-Ilan University.

Gilly  I'm interested in hearing about some of the formative influences upon you
— What led you to choose the study of Geography as a student and specifi-
cally geographies of sexualities? Was there a thinker, an event, political or
social that changed/influenced what you wanted to study?

Gavin Although I enjoyed geography at high school, I did not study Geo-
graphy as an undergraduate. I originally did a degree in Fine Art (and
while I learned a lot about myself in the process, one of the things it
taught me was that I was never going to be more than a moderately
talented amateur and that I was far better at exploring complex ideas
in writing than visually). However, there are definitely continuities
between the issues that interested me at art college and those that
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have persisted throughout my academic career. Then, as now, I was
interested in queer lives, politics, and protest.

I didn’t directly study in a university geography department until
I started my PhD (although the supervisor for my MA dissertation
was a geographer — Tim Butler — working, at that time, in a sociology
department). Between graduating from my undergraduate degree and
starting my MA, I worked in a low-grade administrative job at Queen
Mary College in London. While I was working there, I got to know a
number of postgraduate students, including David Woodhead, who was
a PhD student in the geography department there at the time. When
he published a chapter in Mapping Desire (Bell and Valentine, 1995)
I bought a copy out of interest. It wasn’t the first academic geography I
had read — I'd certainly read Harvey’s (1989) The Condition of Postmo-
dernity during my undergraduate degree — but it totally captivated me
and transformed my understanding of what geography was and how
it could help me understand the world around me. In many ways that
book came along at a time when I was becoming bored with the job I
was doing and was yearning to get back to studying. The opportunity
to do that did not come along for another couple of years, but during
the intervening period, I spent a lot of my lunchtimes at work reading
geography journals and queer theory in the university library. I read
a lot of social and cultural geography at the time, but also sought out
work that thought spatially about LGBT lives. Queers in Space (Ingram
etal., 1997) was another very influential book for me around that time.

In the late 1990s, I was working at the University of East London,
running their Admissions Office. Once I had passed my probatio-
nary period, I had the opportunity to take a part-time postgraduate
course there for free. While I think my managers hoped I would do
a management degree, I chose to do a MA by research, based in the
sociology department with Tim Butler. My research focused on gay
gentrification in East London. This drew on my reading of Mapping
Desire, Queers in Space and other work of the time. What interested
me was the visible presence of a large number of young gay professio-
nals in the area where I lived. They were clearly participating in the
gentrification of the area, but that process of gentrification had not
yet completely changed the social character of the neighbourhood, so
they lived alongside the remnants of an older, more working-class gay
scene. | felt this was important to study as the area did not feel like the
city centre ‘gaybourhoods’ being described in the literature in North
American cities, or even Manchester and Central London. This work
resulted in a number of my earliest publications (Brown, 2001; 2000)
— which I tend to think of as quite basic, but am pleasantly surprised
when they continue to be cited from time to time.

I think this early postgraduate work contained the hallmarks of an
approach that I have returned to throughout my career — a sympathe-

456  Documents d’Analisi Geografica 2019, vol. 65/3



Considering Geographies of Sexualities, Gender and Activism: Gilly Hartal;
An Interview with Professor Gavin Brown Gavin Brown

Gilly

Gavin

tic critique and challenge to emerging orthodoxies in the field, and a
desire to test out whether those commonplace assumptions really stand
up to scrutiny in other locations. But then I think an important aspect
of academic geography is being sensitive to the way in which social
phenomena vary geographically and are (re)shaped by specific spatial
relationships.

Do you think there is a British/European distinct perspective? Do you think
it animates your own work, in what ways?

That’s a really interesting question! I think there definitely was a distinc-
tion between some of the early geographies of sexualities work coming
out of the USA in the late 1980s and early 1990s compared to its Bri-
tish counterparts. A lot of the US work sought legitimacy by engaging
with contemporary debates in urban geography (and, to some extent,
political geography); the British work was very much part of the broa-
der ‘cultural turn’ of the time. I think that meant that some of the early
British work — and here I'm thinking particularly of work by David
Bell (2001) and Jon Binnie (1995; 1997) was more playful and more
willing to engage with the messy materialities of queer sex. 'm not sure
those distinctions are quite so clear-cut any more.

Having said that, there was a reason a group of us initiated the
European Geographies of Sexualities conference(s) a decade ago. We
felt that too many of the debates we (as, mostly, British and Irish
geographers of sexualities) were engaged with looked across the Atlan-
tic to agendas set in North America, at the expense of conversations
with colleagues in the rest of Europe. But I think that was as much
a consequence of the ways in which American academics dominate
queer theory as it was about the academic discipline of geography. So,
I think we felt that there was a danger that too many debates were
being shaped by an intellectual US exceptionalism, and that the dyna-
mics of sexual politics and LGBT lives were very different in European
contexts. Lots of important theoretical contributions have been made
by US and Canadian scholars. I don’t want to dismiss their work at
all. But I was, and remain, suspicious of a tendency to uncritically
apply concepts developed in specific North American contexts to the
rest of the world.

At the same time, it’s fair to say that British geographies of sexua-
lities work has been shaped by a whole set of theoretical debates and
trends in British social and cultural geography. There are problems
with overly aligning geographies of sexualities with (post-structura-
list) social and cultural geography at the expense of an engagement
with other sub-disciplines too. This is one of the reasons (despite my
role as an editor of Social & Cultural Geography) that I have been
keen to explore new connections between geographies of sexualities
and (heterodox) economic geography, political geography, critical
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and feminist geopolitics, and health geographies, for example. Our
work should not be limited to a subset of one sub-disciplinary field,
but should be an expansive field of study that cuts across many diffe-
rent areas of academic geography.

Natalie Oswin (2018) has noted that geographies of sexualities (LGBT-
phobia and patriarchy) are overlooked in the field of human geography.
Specifically, she pointed to the need of urban geography to acknowledge
sexualities (and gender) informed research. To some degree that’s a reflec-
tion of the structure of rewards in academic and political institutions.
However, is it possible that it is also conceptual? That is, urban geographies
models seem to be constructed without taking sexualities into account, and
inserting sexualities’ then appears to be both difficult and unnecessary — is
it a dialogue of the deaf, between sexualities scholars and those of ‘tradi-
tional’ geography?

I think Natalie is right. And, as the reactions to her critique have
demonstrated, there are some male urban geographers who are very
resistant and hostile to taking seriously the role of sexualities and gen-
der in shaping urban life and urban space. I think you are right that
social class and class struggle is foundational to a lot of critical urban
geography. However, I wonder if some of this refusal to see sexualities
is also a consequence of the development of geographies of sexuali-
ties, as a sub-discipline, over the last 25 years. As I noted above, geo-
graphies of sexualities have engaged with social and cultural geography
(and, I think, largely been taken seriously there), but have engaged in
less dialogue with urban geographers since the 1990s. Another issue is
that geographies of sexualities, as a field, still largely examines LGBTQ
lives (and, occasionally, the geographies of sex work), and does not
do enough to critically examine heterosexualities. I think that, if we
are to make a case for taking sexuality seriously in the production of
urban space, then we need to examine a wider range of desires and
intimacies, not just those of minority groups. In part, this is a problem
we have inherited from queer theory. The slippage from a critique
of normativity to a celebration of the non-normative does not really
help in making a strong case for examining how sexualities of all kinds
shape the city and urban life.

How in your opinion, can geographies of sexualities inform queer theory
and construct theoretical knowledge outside the boundaries of geogra-
phy? And more specifically, how can geographies of sexualities have wide
influence on political and cultural theory?

I think that, because geography as a discipline encompasses such a
wide range of work, from the hard-natural sciences right through to
the geohumanities, geographers are often more open to interdiscipli-
nary ideas and working methods than many other scholars. But this
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also means that we are intellectual ‘magpies’ and have a tendency to
pick up shiny new ideas from all over the place. I strongly believe that
we need to be more confident and assertive in demonstrating what
geography and a critical geographical imagination can add to wider
critical scholarship about sexualities. While some of this work will,
inevitably, be in dialogue with ‘queer theory’ (just as much of my own
work is), I also think we need to be wary of simply adding spatiality
and an awareness of uneven geographies to queer theory. I think it
would be a shame if the geographies of sexualities tradition simply
reduced itself to being ‘queer theory + space’. If we continue to do this,
we continue to position ourselves as adjuncts to a different disciplinary
tradition, rather than asserting real confidence in what geography can
offer to a critical engagement with the world.

One of the reasons I have been using ideas from critical and feminist
geopolitics in my work over the last few years has been precisely to
explore the ways in which we can (re)start theorizing sexualities from
a geographical perspective, rather than starting from queer theory and
bringing it into geography. In doing this, I am not suggesting that only
critical geopolitics can do this work. But I do think that starting from
geographical concepts and debates might help us see and think about
sexualities in different ways. For me queer theory has been useful,
but it trains us to approach problems in particular ways, and I think
that, for all its benefits, it also closes down other ways of seeing, and
obscures some issues as much as it reveals others. I strongly believe
that geographers of sexualities could be more confident in going out
to the broader community of critical sexualities scholars and demons-
trating the benefits of approaching issues from a critical geographical
perspective. Let’s move on from adding geographical nuance to queer
theory and demonstrate to queer theorists why they might need to
think geographically.

In some of your work within geographies of sexualities (2008; 2009; 2012;
2015) you argue that not only urban centres are homonormative, but that
homonormativity is an assemblage of many practices, it stems from diffe-
rent locations. However, it is perceived, you argue, as a “global external
entity that exists outside all of us and exerts its terrifying, normative power
on gay lives everywhere” (2012: 1066).

1t seems nowadays that the term ‘homonormative’ came to label any gay
and lesbian political action vis-a-vis the state. Do you think this concept
still has academic and theoretical currency? Can it open new ways of thin-
king about LGBT politics? Can you maybe clarify a bit more how different
localities generate different homonormative and homonational practices?
I do think that Lisa Duggan (2002) was onto something when she
identified ‘the new homonormativity’. Something has changed in the
way lesbians and gay men have been treated in many national con-
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texts over the last twenty years. Social norms around sexuality have
undoubtedly shifted (however, partial, incomplete, and uneven that
process might be). So, I have never disputed that a social phenomenon
akin to ‘homonormativity’ has occurred over the last couple of decades.
My work does, however, seek to challenge some of the ways in which
Homonormativity has been theorized and the uses to which that theo-
rization have been put. First, I don’t think Lisa Duggan was suggest-
ing that ‘homonormativity’ was an entirely new social phenomenon.
There have always been social and sexual norms within lesbian and gay
cultures and communities. What I think Duggan identified was that,

around the turn of the century, some lesbians and gay men, particu-
larly those seen to be in stable, romantic couples, had become incor-
porated within the bounds of what had previously been understood
as exclusively heteronormativity — the social norms within Western
societies which privilege certain forms of coupledom and sexual behav-
iour. At the same time, she identified the ways in which mainstream
consumer capitalism (rather than just specialist businesses and services)
was addressing LGBT consumers. While these two trends may well
be linked, I think they get elided in problematic ways — stable, set-
tled couples are said to be homonormative, but so too are those men
and women who spend their time partying on a diminishing com-
mercial scene — so homonormativity is imagined simultaneously to
be marked by a flight from the commercial gay scene and lives spent
immersed in it. I would suggest that, though these groups and the
norms they live by overlap, they are quite distinct and deserve to be
studied on their own terms. For example, the norms that are repro-
duced by two middle-aged suburban gay dads are not the same as
those of men in their late twenties immersed in the clubbing and
chemsex scenes (even though I acknowledge they might occasionally
overlap more than many people would at first assume). It is relevant to
research (and even critique) both those sets of norms, but if that is our
only mode of enquiry; or a foundational aspect of what motivates
our research; or, if we can only conceive of gay life through one of
those two ideal types, then we risk overlooking many, many aspects
of contemporary LGBT lives and the specific socio-spatial relation-
ships that articulate them. As you say, homonormative can also be
applied to any form of lesbian and gay political action that makes
demands on and through the state. The slippage continues. So, again,
we come back to the limits of queer and its celebration of the radi-
cally transgressive (which, of course, is not something that some of my
earlier work was immune from). I don’t want to study the normative
at the expense of the transgressive (or vice versa); but I am interested
in exploring the range of lives that sit between them, as well as explor-
ing how both ends of that continuum might be more complex and
contradictory than we might at first assume.
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In a (2012) paper I distinguished ‘homonormativity’ (the changing
set of social relations by which certain expressions of homosexuality
have become incorporated into mainstream socio-sexual norms along-
side normative expressions of heterosexuality) from ‘Homonormati-
vity’ (the theoretical response to those social changes). I think both
need to be critiqued, but for different reasons. I think it is important
to continue to think critically about homonormativity and to interro-
gate the new exclusions and other dilemmas that might accompany the
normative celebration of stable, self-reliant, lesbian and gay couples.
But I also think it is important to think crltlcally about the ways in
which these changes have been theorized as ‘Homonormativity’, and
the ways in which that term has been deployed by activists and scholars
alike. I think it is important to interrogate the social and geographical
locations from which theorizations of Homonormativity have been
written and to question, as I have done in some of my work (Brown
2012; 2015; 2019), whether it makes too many assumptions based
on sexual politics and cultures in large North American metropolitan
areas that do not play out in the same way in other national contexts,
nor in cities and smaller towns lower down the urban hierarchy. In
part, this is an appeal to study the functioning and implications of
homonormativity in a wider range of settings and with greater geogra-
phical specificity. But it also stems from a concern that the lived expe-
rience of homonormativity is more complex, messy, and contradictory
than many theorizations of Homonormativity might, at first, suggest.
Finally, just as Jasbir Puar has repeatedly made clear that she never
intended ‘homonationalism’ to be deployed as an accusation (Puar,
2017), I think too many uses of Homonormativity end up being used
to dismiss or reject homonormative lifestyles’ in ways that shut down
conversations and fail to adequately engage with the everyday lives of
most lesbians and gay men.

Looking geopolitically, how do you think gender fits within a sexualities
perspective of global politics? What role do you think gender and sexuality,
in particular, play in the world of governments and NGOs’ international
geopolitics? Or in other words, what makes ‘states’ act the way they do
towards sexual and gender minorities and what do you think a geopoliti-
cal exploration can add to knowledge on sexualities and genders in local
contexts?

I think there is no singular answer to this question. Typically, I think
it is easier to make the case for equalities for sexual minorities where
there is already a commitment to moving towards gender equality,
but that is not always the case. Certainly a lot of the work that has
been done, through the Yogyakarta Principles, to try and advance the
case for human rights on the basis of sexual orientation and gender
identities has sought to expand existing human rights law around sex
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and gender. That has seemingly made it easier for NGOs and other
actors to claim that they are not seeking ‘special rights’ for LGBTQ+
people, but simply seeking to apply existing legislation and case law.
But it is also the case that there are nation-states around the world
that find it easier to justify some kind of protection for trans people,
and facilitate gender reassignment, than they do to offer basic human
rights to (lesbians and) gay men. So, I think what’s useful is not to try
and seek a golden rule connecting gender and sexuality in geopolitics,
bur to study the specific configurations of the politics of gender and
sexuality in particular national contexts and to examine how that plays
out relationally in their domestic and foreign policy, as well as exami-
ning how these configurations translate across spatial scales. Someti-
mes policies are developed (or promoted), in part, to distinguish one
state from neighbouring states that are seen as geopolitical rivals (an
example would be the way Israel presents itself as ‘the only gay-friendly
state in the Middle East’). At other times, policies are enacted or laws
updated in order for a nation-state to present itself as not out of step
with (or ‘behind’) its neighbours. There is an element of this in the
recent recognition of the ‘third gender’ category in India, Bangladesh,
and Pakistan. Policies are not just mobile, they sometimes seem to be
(geopolitically) contagious.

One approach to these issues that has really inspired me recently,
precisely because it looks at the specific dynamics of sexual and gendered
politics in a given polity, is Heidi Nast’s (2017) work on the market for
sex dolls in Japan. This work skilfully weaves together attention to Japa-
nese political economy, changing work cultures, demographic trends,
geopolitics, and psychoanalytic interpretation to analyse the growing
market for sex dolls amongst Japanese men. I think this offers a useful
toolkit for multifactorial analysis of the geopolitics of sexuality and gen-
der in other national contexts. Rather than just assessing whether poli-
cies are expressions of homonationalism’, or critiquing colonial legacies
(both of which have their place as analytical approaches), I think it is
useful to also assess population trends and demographics; the specific
influences (and reinterpretations) of cultural and religious traditions; the
state of the national economy and the specific technical composition of
the division of labour; the fault lines of social reproduction and care; the
dominant form of the welfare regime; particular geopolitical tensions
(at various spatial scales); the construction of nationalism and natio-
nal identity; and how, together, these shape ‘local’ sexual and gendered
identities, practices, and desires. This list might be lengthy, but it is not
exhaustive. My message, | guess, is that we should have confidence in
what a geographical analysis of sexualities and gender politics can offer.

Your work on the Non-Stop Picket of the South African Embassy 77
London centres on solidarity as an international social movement prac-
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tice and as a set of spatial relations. Within feminist thought, solidarity
has been a very contested concept. Hemmings sees solidarity as an affec-
tive mode that helps move from an individual experience to a collective
feminist capacity. That is, she prioritizes the understanding of difference
within feminist politics and discusses reflexivity as a productive basis from
which to seek solidarity with others based on “feeling the desire for trans-
Jformation out of the experience of discomfort” (2012: 158). What social
contexts make solidarity possible, and do you think that the underlying
circumstances for solidarity can be achievable in other social movement
contexts or in different locations?

Over the last decade or so I have been working with Helen Yaffe
to examine the historical geography of the Non-Stop Picket of the
South African Embassy in London in the late 1980s (Brown 2013;
2017; Brown and Yaffe 2014; 2017). The Non-Stop Picket was a
continuous protest against apartheid in South Africa, which took
place outside the South African embassy, 24 hours a day, for nearly
four years. We were interested in the Non-Stop Picket for a range of
reasons — to think about the spatialities of the protest itself; to think
about the temporalities of it being ‘non-stop’; but also to theorize
how it practised solidarity with those resisting apartheid in Southern
Africa in various ways.

The Non-Stop Picket came about in very particular circumstances.
There had been an international campaign against apartheid since,
at least, 1960. In the early 1980s, the African National Congress
(ANC) and its allies in the international movement decided to make
Nelson Mandela, and the demand for his unconditional release from
jail, a central aspect of their campaigning. Although, in hindsight,
there were real political problems with identifying a single individual
as the synecdoche for a mass movement, this strategy also helped
simplify the anti-apartheid message and made it far easier to recruit
people to the cause internationally. The Non-Stop Picket both ben-
efitted from this manoeuvre — its principal demand was the release
of Mandela and the City of London Anti-Apartheid Group pledged
to remain outside the embassy until Mandela was released — but it
also reworked it, by offering solidarity to all those resisting apartheid
in South Africa, not just those who were aligned with the ANC.

In the mid-1980s, mass resistance to apartheid (and the South Afri-
can state’s repression of that resistance) was a daily feature on the tele-
vision news. It was difficult to ignore. The uprisings in South African
townships in 1984-85 and other forms of mass resistance made South
Africa appear increasingly ungovernable, and many people thought
the end of apartheid regime was just around the corner. When, in
February 1986, the South African activist Norma Kitson proposed
a Non-Stop Picket until Mandela was released, I think she imagined
that her group was committing to six months of protests. I don’t think
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anyone imagined that the Non-Stop Picket would need to continue
until early 1990.

In this context, I think the Non-Stop Picket offered British activists
a way of acting in solidarity with anti-apartheid campaigners in South
Africa, the chance to (help) make a real difference in the world, and
the promise of an easy and significant victory. The fact that so many
(mostly young) British activists chose to stand in solidarity with South
Africans thousands of miles away cannot be separated from the string
of defeats imposed on working class and progressive movements in
Britain by the Thatcher government over the preceding few years. The
hope of significant social change in South Africa seemed more realistic
than in Britain at the time. At the same time, the City of London
Anti-Apartheid Group made the case for anti-apartheid solidarity by
emphasizing the (historic and on-going) links between Britain and
South Africa — they argued that the same people who profited from
apartheid in South Africa also benefited from racism in Britain. For
them, acting in solidarity with anti-apartheid forces was not just about
assisting distant others, it was fundamentally about reworking the poli-
tical and economic connections between Britain and South Africa in
the hope of enacting social change in both places.

Understood in this way, perhaps it’s possible to think about how
Clare Hemmings’ approach to solidarity might be applied in this con-
text. I think that for many people who ended up getting involved
in the Non-Stop Picket their eventual political action was preceded
by a powerful visceral reaction to seeing news coverage of the repres-
sion in South Africa. Seeing young black South Africans defending
their communities with sticks, stones, and burning tyres against the
armoured vehicles and weaponry of the South African Defence Force
had a powerful affective impact on many young people in Britain
and elsewhere. They reacted in anger, hurt, and horror. Perhaps they
felt that ‘something should be done’ before they even contemplated
that #hey should do something about apartheid. The Non-Stop Picket
offered them the opportunity to do something about apartheid. In this
regard, the Picket’s location on a wide pavement in one of the busiest
squares in central London was a distinct advantage. It made anti-
apartheid campaigning visible to people of all ages. While some future
picketers went in search of the Non-Stop Picket having heard about
it through other political campaigns they were involved with, many
more stumbled across it incidentally whilst walking around Trafalgar
Square and the West End of London for some other purpose. The
non-stop ongoing-ness of the Non-Stop Picket also helped in this
regard — repeated exposure to it made it easier for people to become
convinced of its message. But the group also provided an active wel-
come to potential new recruits and offered them simple tasks to do
in order to feel instantly connected to the protest. In these ways, the
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Non-Stop Picket helped assemble the atomized affective responses of
individuals into a collective expression of solidarity.

I don’t think this is what Clare Hemmings (2012: 158) means by
building “transformation out of the experience of discomfort”; but for
many participants in the Non-Stop Picket practising and sustaining
solidarity involved overcoming a very British reticence about bending
the rules of socially acceptable behaviour in public. The picket used
its presence to disrupt the work of the South African Embassy and
this meant smgmg, chanting, and making amplified speeches during
the embassy’s opening hours. Many of the songs that were sung on the
picket were Zulu and Xhosa songs from the South African liberation
movement. Learning to sing them usually meant learning the lyrics
phonetically and taking on trust the translations that were provided.
Many of the songs had dances or other moves associated with them,
and many young activists had to overcome their embarrassment at
singing and dancing on the streets. The picket frequently came into
conflict with the police as well as supporters of the apartheid regime.
Cultivating a vocal stance of righteous indignation in the face of racist
assaults or unwanted police attention was another challenge for many;
but once they grew confident in performing this response, it came to
embody their solidarity in many ways.

All of this means that there were a complex set of different circum-
stances that came together to make the Non-Stop Picket work as a
visible expression of transnational solidarity. It built upon the history,
tactics, and legitimacy of a wider international anti-apartheid move-
ment which had already been in existence for a quarter of a century.
It was able to position itself as part of the most radical wing of that
movement (and that certainly had an appeal to many young activists).
More specifically, it drew on the tactical experience of the City of Lon-
don Anti-Apartheid Group who had been regularly protesting outside
the South African Embassy for the previous few years (and who had
already defeated an attempt by the Metropolitan Police to ban protests
outside the embassy). In all of this, they were aided by geopolitical
events in South Africa which meant that apartheid was constantly in
the news, its legitimacy was widely challenged, and the levels of pro-
test in South Africa meant that victory looked possible. In London,
the Non-Stop Picket was aided by the geographical location of South
Africa House in Trafalgar Square — if the apartheid embassy had been
tucked away in a side street, the protest would have been less visible
and much harder to sustain. But, perhaps most importantly, the Non-
Stop Picket mobilized thousands of people into active anti-apartheid
solidarity because it offered them something to do and welcomed their
involvement. Clearly, the exact circumstances in which this occurred
are unlikely to be repeated, but I do not think that that means that
such solidarity is impossible now. Indeed, as we explain in our book
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(Brown and Yaffe, 2017), many former anti-apartheid picketers have
continued to apply some of the organizing principles of the Non-Stop
Picket in other campaigns and solidarity movements over the last three
decades. The conclusion to our book, Youth Activism and Solidarity
(Brown and Yaffe, 2017: 212-219) sets out a series of political, tac-
tical, and geographical lessons that we feel can be learned from the
experience of the Non-Stop Picket.

Nine years passed between the publication of Geographies of Sexualities:
Theory, Practice and Politics (2007) which you co-edited with Kath
Browne and Jason Lim, and The Routledge Research Companion to
Geographies of Sex and Sexualities (2016) which you co-edited with
Kath Browne. Looking at these collections, can you point to a change in the
ways we use, understand, and conceptualize geographies of sexualities? And
looking through such historical lenses at the field of study, can you offer
some thoughts about possible future directions for geographies of sexualities?
I think an honest answer to this question is probably that the differ-
ences between the two books reflect the development of our careers
as much as they reflect changes in the field of the geographies of
sexualities. When we edited Geographies of Sexualities (Browne et al.,
2007), Kath, Jason, and I were all still early career academics. Indeed,
I was still a PhD student when the manuscript was submitted and
had just started my first academic post when the book was pub-
lished. By the time we edited 7he Routledge Research Companion to
Geographies of Sex and Sexualities (Brown and Browne, 2016), Kath
and I were more established as mid-career academics. This probably
impacted on our ambition and our confidence in what we could
deliver and meant that we had had time to establish more extensive
international networks from which to recruit contributing authors.
Nevertheless, I think the way we approached the second book reflects
both changes in the field of the geographies of sexualities and our
vision of where the field could go. The range of contributors in
the Routledge Research Companion is much more international (even
though there are still huge gaps in its coverage). I think this suggests
that geographers of sexualities are now working in a wider range of
universities internationally and conducting research in a wider range
of contexts; but it also perhaps draws attention to those contexts
where it is still difficult to be taken seriously for doing this work.
Of course, it also reflects some of the gaps in our networks, and also
the fact that there are some amazing pioneering postgrads and early
career researchers now beginning to make space for geographies of
sexualities research in other national contexts whose work has only
come to our attention since the book was commissioned. I hope that
whoever edits the next major collection of geographies of sexualities
research will be able to include authors from China, India, and other
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countries in Asia, as well as from places on the African continent
outside of South Africa.

In the 2016 book we made a real effort to include more work on
trans™® lives around the world. I think this reflects the development of
the sub-discipline. So I am pleased to see that geographers are begin-
ning to do more work on the spatialities of lives lived across the LGBT
spectrum. But I would like to see more work done on emerging sex
and gender identities, such as asexuality, non-binary identities, and
more. | really appreciate the work that Nick McGlynn is doing at the
moment on ‘bearspace’ and I think there is real potential for geogra-
phers to examine new and emerging LGBT subcultures. At the same
time, I remain disappointed that researchers who conduct critical work
on heterosexual intimacies, relationships, and lifestyles so rarely iden-
tify their work as ‘geographies of sexualities’. There are very obvious
reasons why the field of geographies of sexualities has (mostly) been led
by researchers from within the LGBT spectrum, but I think we limit
the potential of the field if we only (or predominantly) study LGBT
lives. As the boundaries of socio-sexual norms continue to change in
many locations, I think it is useful to think across identity categories to
think about the geographies of sexual and intimate lives in new ways.

Although our 2007 book contained chapters that addressed sexua-
lities from a range of different perspectives, I think it is fair to say
that most of the contributions to it could be considered as a subset of
‘social and cultural geography’. With the Routledge Research Compa-
nion we consciously attempted to expand the scope of how geographies
of sexualities might be conceived to include more work that was in dia-
logues with debates in political geography, critical geopolitics, health
geographies, digital geographies, and more. I think some of this could
have been pushed further. I think there is a lot more work to be done
on the ways in which digital technologies continue to reshape how we
experience our sexualities, and the ways in which apps orientate our
sexualities in particular ways. So, I'm not sure this answer has offered
a grand statement about future directions for the field of geographies
of sexualities, but I have outlined a few areas where I think there is
potential for the field to develop in interesting, productive, and timely
ways.

What implications does the rise of the far right in so many countries have
on the possibility of continuing the work of critical research and writing
in academia?

The attacks on gender and sexualities studies in countries such as Bra-
zil and Hungary, as well as the broader attacks on academic freedom
and progressive, critical scholarship in many other locations is deeply
worrying. In these contexts, individual academics need to make their
own assessment of the professional, political, and personal risks they

Documents d’Analisi Geografica 2019, vol. 65/3 467



Gilly Hartal; Considering Geographies of Sexualities, Gender and Activism:
Gavin Brown An Interview with Professor Gavin Brown

Gilly

Gavin

are prepared to take. More collectively, we need to work together
to support and defend individual critical scholars, departments, and
research centres that are under threat, and to defend the validity of cri-
tical scholarship on gender and sexuality. I think we need to mobilize
our personal and professional networks, as well as our trade unions,
to do this. You asked about solidarity earlier and I think this is a
case where we need to put some of those lessons into practice. When
friends and colleagues come under attack, we need to offer them sup-
port, but also take their lead on what kinds of solidarity and support
are useful and will not exacerbate already intolerable or dangerous
situations for them. But, I don’t think we should wait to be asked for
help, we should always let our colleagues know that we are there

for them and ask what help they think would be useful.

Can you offer some advice to young scholars and articulate what you think
is most important in doing good research and getting published in the field?
I think my headline piece of advice is to be pragmatic. And, in part,
I say this because I think some of the rest of my advice might seem
a little contradictory. On the whole, I think it is better to prioritize
quality over quantity when it comes to academic publications. But,
at the same time, I think it is important to fight perfectionism and
to take a risk submitting work when it is ‘good enough’. I have been
publishing for about 20 years now. I'm fairly confident in the quality
of my writing, but I still have a moment of anxiety and terror when
I submit a paper for peer review (on the positive side, I also still feel
excited each time something is published).

From my experience as a journal editor, I certainly have some
suggestions that should help early career researchers survive the peer-
review process and get published. First, think carefully about where
you submit your work — are you confident that your work fits the aims
and scope of your chosen journal? If in doubt, ask an editor for advi-
ce. It is usually a good idea to ensure that your work engages (where
appropriate) with debates that have previously been covered in that
journal and some relevant work that they have published previously.

Journal editors often struggle to recruit peer reviewers and you want
the most appropriate people to review your work. Remember that
when journals invite potential reviewers to read a submitted manus-
cript all they will usually see before they make a decision on whether
to review it or not is the article’s title and its abstract. So, make sure
your title and abstract clearly communicate what your paper is about
and the intellectual contribution that it makes. Make your abstract
engaging, use it to draw first reviewers and, later (hopefully), other
readers to it.

When writing a paper, have a really clear sense what it is about and
how it makes a contribution to the field — although I know that, for
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me, clarity about what this is sometimes comes through the process of
writing a paper and does not necessarily precede the writing process.
State this contribution really clearly in the abstract, the introduction,
and the conclusion. It can be very tempting to try and say too much in
a single paper. Avoid this trap and try to focus on one main argument
and a clearly articulated sense of what it adds to the field. Make sure
that your theoretical framework actually aligns with the analysis of the
empirical material you present.

Hopefully you receive constructive criticism from the peer reviewers
and some clear guidance on how to navigate those reviews from an
editor. Remember that you don’t need to do everything that reviewers
ask you to, but you will need to demonstrate to the editor that you
have seriously considered those recommendations. Justify clearly and
confidently to the editor the changes you have made and the ones you
have not. Use the peer review process to help improve your paper; but
do not over-rely on the process either. There is a fine line between
submitting a paper that you hope is ‘good enough’ and expecting
reviewers to resolve the problems with a paper you know has been
submitted prematurely! Take advice, but not advantage.

I have said quite a lot here about making sure that your writing has
a clear sense of its intellectual contribution. I think PhD students and
other early career researchers sometimes over-estimate how much of
a contribution a paper has to make. The trick is to be clear and con-
fident about the ways in which your work has done something new
(either theoretically, methodologically, or empirically), and why that
matters.

Part of your question was about ‘doing good research’ and I think
I want to finish my answer by saying that, for me, the most exciting
research is that which takes me by surprise and offers me a new way of
seeing something. I get bored of work that reproduces orthodoxies. For
me, too much queer theorizing has become what Eve Sedgwick (and
later JK Gibson-Graham) called ‘paranoid thinking’ — it already knows
the answer to its research questions before the work is undertaken. As
your question about the far right indicates, we live in difficult, dan-
gerous, and challenging times and we need new ideas to rise to those
challenges.

Finally, the question academics always ask each other: What are you wor-
king on now and what do you plan to do next?

I am working with Cesare Di Feliciantonio on a number of projects
about the geographies and geopolitics of HIV in contemporary Euro-
pe.! Cesare is particularly focused on migration within Europe by
gay and bisexual men after they have received an HIV diagnosis. He

1. Editors” note: see Di Feliciantonio and Brown (2015) for an earlier collaboration.
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is thinking about how men move to access better health and social
services, the role that stigma plays in these migrations, but also the
ways in which some men take an HIV diagnosis as an opportunity
for self-reinvention. Together we are thinking about how the uneven
geographies of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) as a pharmaceutical
preventative method against HIV infection are impacting on gay and
bisexual lives. In part this is thinking about the ways in which many
men buy generic PrEP online or travel extra-territorially to access the
medication and related health checks. But we are also interested in
how access to PrEP and the ‘U=U’ message (that people with an unde-
tectable viral load of HIV in their bloodstream cannot transmit the
virus to others) is reshaping gay male culture.

At the moment, I am also hosting Dhiren Borisa from Delhi on
a Visiting Fellowship through the Leicester Institute for Advanced
Studies. He does amazing work on queer Dalit lives in India and [ am
hoping the three months he is spending in Leicester will lead to some
ongoing research collaborations.

Together, these two collaborations (although quite different in
focus) feed into my continuing interest in thinking about the geopo-
litics of sexuality and the possibilities for productive theoretical dialo-
gues between critical and feminist geopolitics and the geographies of
sexualities.
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Resumen

La gran ciudad se ha presentado medidticamente, y también en las lineas predominantes
del debate académico, como el espacio propio para las personas LGTB. Se concibe como
el tnico lugar vivible y de experimentacién para este grupo poblacional, absorbiendo
asf los significados de la diversidad sexogenérica. En este articulo se analizan las experien-
cias, los discursos, las representaciones y las prdcticas de personas LGTB que viven fuera
de la gran ciudad (Barcelona), a través del estudio de dos poblaciones medianas (Girona
y Sabadell), con el fin de abordar dos asuntos clave: (1) los vinculos, las relaciones y las
influencias entre ciudades medianas y la gran ciudad en materia de diversidad sexual y de
género, y (2) la construccién de alteridades socioculturales en las percepciones sobre la
tolerancia hacia las expresiones LGTB a través de la relacién entre el centro y las periferias
urbanas. Dicho andlisis se fundamenta en los resultados empiricos de una investigacién
de corte cualitativo basada en entrevistas en profundidad, grupos de discusién y obser-
vacién participante.

Palabras clave: espacio urbano; estudios LGTB; ciudades medianas; LGTBfobia; etnografia
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Resum. Geografies de la diversitar sexogenérica més enllis de la gran ciutat: experiéncies,
discursos i practiques en dues ciutats mitjanes de Catalunya

La gran ciutat s’ha presentat mediaticament, i també en les linies predominants del debat
académic, com lespai propi per a les persones LGTB. Es concep com I'tinic lloc habitable
i d’experimentacié per a aquest grup poblacional, amb la qual cosa acapara els significats
de la diversitat sexogenérica. En aquest article s’hi analitzen les experiencies, els discursos,
les representacions i les practiques de persones LGTB que viuen fora de la gran ciutat (Bar-
celona), a través de I'estudi de dues poblacions mitjanes (Girona i Sabadell), a fi d’abordar
dos assumptes clau: (1) els vincles, les relacions i les influencies entre ciutats mitjanes i la
gran ciutat en materia de diversitat sexual i de genere, i (2) la construccié d’alteritats socio-
culturals en les percepcions sobre la tolerancia vers les expressions LGTB a través de la
relacié entre el centre i les periferies urbanes. Aquesta analisi es fonamenta en els resultats
empirics de recerca de caire qualitatiu basada en entrevistes en profunditat, grups de dis-
cussi i observacié participant.

Paraules clau: espai urba; estudis LGTB; ciutats mitjanes; LGTBfobia; etnografia

Résumé. Géographies de la diversité sexuelle et de genre en dehors des grandes villes :
Expériences, discours et pratiques dans deux villes moyennes de la Catalogne

Les grandes villes sont présentées dans les médias, et dans certaines études universitaires
également, comme I'espace de référence des personnes LGBT. Elles apparaissent comme
le seul lieu vivable et d’expérimentation pour ce groupe de population, s’appropriant de ce
fait les représentations de la diversité sexuelle et de genre. Dans cet article, & travers I'étude
de deux villes de taille moyenne (Girone et Sabadell), nous analysons les expériences, dis-
cours, représentations et pratiques des personnes LGBT vivant en dehors de la métropole
(Barcelone) afin d’aborder deux sujets clés : (1) les liens, relations et influences entre les
villes de taille moyenne et les grandes villes en termes de diversité sexuelle et de genre, et
(2) la construction d’altérations socioculturelles dans la perception de la tolérance envers
les expressions LGBT, a travers la relation entre le centre et les périphéries urbaines. Dans
cet objectif, une recherche qualitative basée sur des entretiens approfondis, des groupes de
discussion et des observations de participants a été réalisée.

Mots-clés: espace urbain; études LGBT; villes moyennes; LGBTphobie; ethnographie

Abstract. Geographies of sexual and gender diversity beyond the big city: Experiences, discourses
and practices in two mid-sized cities of Catalonia

The big city has been presented in the media and some academic research as the ideal space
for LGBT people. Indeed, the big city is conceived as the only livable and experimental
place for sexual and gender diversity, thus monopolizing the meanings of gender-generic
diversity. Grounded in a study of two mid-sized cities (Girona and Sabadell) that focused
on the experiences, discourses, representations and practices of LGTB people living outside
the big city (Barcelona), and using qualitative data gathered in-depth interviews, discussion
groups and participant observation, this paper analyzes and discusses two fundamental
issues. Firstly, the links, relationships and influences between mid-sized cities and the big
city in terms of sexual and gender diversity; and secondly, the construction of alterities
through the relationship between the centers and urban peripheries of these two cities.

Keywords: urban space; LGBT studies; mid-sized cities; LGBTphobia; ethnography
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1. Introduccién

La distincién entre espacio publico y espacio privado para las personas lesbianas,
gais, trans y bisexuales (LGTB) no estd tan marcada como para otros grupos
sociales, ya que los mecanismos y los ejercicios de control sobre la normatividad
sexogenérica se producen tanto en el espacio publico como en el privado (Eribon,
2001). De hecho, el espacio privado ha sido histéricamente uno de los escenarios
de mayor opresién para muchas personas LGTB. Son innumerables las historias
vinculadas con las «salidas del armario» de personas LGTB que refieren a graves
problemas y violencias en los entornos de proximidad. Sin embargo, el espacio
publico también es especialmente significativo para estas personas, en la medida
en que es el lugar de visibilizacién, socializacién y construccién de referencias
colectivas. En este sentido, la ciudad —en especial, la gran urbe— ha sido el
lugar imaginado como el espacio para la liberacién de las personas LGTB, hasta
el punto de establecerse una conexién casi inseparable entre la diversidad sexoge-
nérica y las grandes ciudades occidentales. Con todo, esta representacién resulta
problemdtica, puesto que ademds de ser profundamente etnocéntrica, invisibiliza
otras realidades LGTB que no se articulan en estos contextos urbanos.

En la década de 1970 se publica el primer trabajo sobre diversidad sexual
y espacio urbano de la mano de Bonnie Loyd y Lester Rowntree (1978). Sin
embargo, es el libro de Manuel Castells (1983) el considerado como el texto fun-
dacional de los andlisis sobre las cuestiones sexuales en los estudios urbanos. A raiz
de ello, se va generando un debate que da sus frutos a partir de los afios 90, con
diferentes investigaciones que centran su atencién en las cuestiones sexogenéricas
en tanto que dimensiones del poder, la identidad y la desigualdad que determinan
los fenémenos socioespaciales de las ciudades. Es gracias a las contribuciones
de Adler y Brenner (1992), Baley (1999), Bell y Valentine (1995), Chauncey
(1994), Higgs (1999), Hubbard (1999), Ingram et al. (1997), Knopp (1992,
1994, 1998), Mort y Nead (1999), Probyn (1995), Weston (1995) y Whittle
(1994), entre otros, que la relacién entre espacios urbanos, género y sexualidad se
consolida como un campo de investigacién propio de las ciencias sociales. A partir
de comienzos del siglo XxI se multiplican las investigaciones sobre sexualidad y
espacio urbano, lo que produce importantes resultados cientificos en disciplinas
tales como la antropologfa, la sociologfa, la geografia o la economfa.

Las grandes ciudades occidentales han sido el principal objeto de anilisis
de los estudios urbanos sobre sexualidad (ver Aldrich, 2004; Black et al., 2002;
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Hubbard, 1999; Nash, 2013; Sibalis, 2004; Hubbard y Wilkinson, 2015, entre
otros). Aunque existen algunas investigaciones que han abordado la cuestién
fuera de I%s grandes metrépolis (ver Bell, 2000; Browne, 2011; Kazyak, 2011;
Kuhar y Svab, 2014; Mcglynn, 2018; Muller, 2013; Phillips et al., 2000;
Wienke y Hill, 2013), las teorfas, los discursos y las representaciones sobre la
diversidad sexual y de género se han centrado en la gran ciudad, dando por des-
contado que es el lugar desde el cual, supuestamente, se construye la identidad
y el estilo de vida propio de las personas LGTB (ver Bech, 1997; Chauncey,
1994; Hindle, 1994; Weston, 1995).

Las grandes ciudades monopolizan las representaciones y los discursos sobre
«lo LGTB», determinan la agenda politica del movimiento de liberacién, atraen
el interés medidtico y concentran los grandes eventos y los espacios de socia-
lizacién especificos como bares, restaurantes o discotecas. Al fin y al cabo, la
gran ciudad se presenta como el lugar «natural y deseable» para estas personas.
En consecuencia, se ha consolidado la idea de que las personas LGTB que no
viven en una gran ciudad estdn en desventaja con respecto a las que residen en
la gran urbe. Se considera una eleccién vital desfavorable el hecho de residir en
territorios de menor tamano, a los que se atribuye una mayor hostilidad hacia
la diversidad sexogenérica (Wienke y Hill, 2013).

Sin embargo, esta centralidad no ha estado exenta de criticas. Halberstam
(2005) problematiza la gran ciudad como espacio de produccién de privilegios
y de normatividades, lo que ha llamado «metronormatividad». Por su parte,
Gavin Brown (2008 y 2012) también cuestiona la hegemonia de la gran ciudad
y critica la aplicabilidad de la nocién de homonormatividad de Lisa Duggan
(2002) para entender las experiencias cotidianas de muchas personas LGTB
que tienen vidas «ordinarias». Asimismo, hay quienes critican la dicotomia
simplificadora que establece el espacio urbano como «LGTBfriendly» y el rural
como LGTBfébico! (Champion y Hugo, 2016).

Al fin y al cabo, no todas las personas LGTB viven en grandes ciudades,
y las que no lo hacen no estdn inexorablemente condenadas al aislamiento,
el rechazo o la abstinencia sexual. Si aceptamos que las vidas LGTB solo
son vivibles en las grandes ciudades, estamos negando la existencia de otras
experiencias que no estdn atravesadas por la gran urbe. Los mensajes apo-
calipticos acerca de las personas LGTB que viven fuera de la gran ciudad
estdn cargados de prejuicios que hay que discutir y someter a un andlisis mds
profundo. Es necesario entender la complejidad de la diversidad sexual y de
género no solo en lo referente a la cuestién identitaria o en su interseccién
con otras opresiones, sino también desde la dimensidn territorial y geogrdfica
en la que se enmarca.

1. Alo largo del texto utilizamos la palabra LGTBfobia para referirnos al «conjunto de creencias
culturales y personales, opiniones, actitudes y comportamientos agresivos basados en los
prejuicios, repulsion, miedo y/u odio dirigida contra personas o grupos que no corresponden
a las normas y expectativas sociales de género y sexualidad o que la transgreden» (Herramien-
tas para personas LGTB que residen en ciudades pequefias y medianas, s. f. Recuperado el
25 de abril de 2019 en la pdgina web: <http://divercity.ub.edu/publications/>).
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Por otro lado, resulta importante destacar que esta discusion tedrica se ha
producido fundamentalmente en el marco académico anglosajon. En el contex-
to espafiol, los estudios urbanos con datos empiricos sobre el territorio todavia
son muy incipientes (ver Coll-Planas, 2017; Rodé-de-Zdrate, 2015). Es por
ello por lo que siguen siendo necesarias las aproximaciones que permitan visi-
bilizar y analizar dicha diversidad en otras geografias y contextos sociocultura-
les. Asimismo, si aceptamos que se ha producido una colonizacién discursiva y
de representacién LGTB por parte de la gran ciudad, es inevitable admitir las
influencias —en las pricticas y subjetividades— de las dindmicas globales a través
de las relaciones internacionales (Boellstorff y Leap, 2004). No obstante, ello no
significa la existencia una «sociedad LGTB occidental», con los mismos intereses,
preocupaciones y estilos de vida. Mds bien debemos entender que buena parte
de estas subjetividades, pricticas y representaciones globalizadas se resignifican
en los procesos de socializaciéon LGTB de los contextos locales (Cdceres Feria y
Valcuende del Rio, 2014; Vasquez del Aguila, 2014). Pensar en una comunidad
LGTB global sin considerar las particularidades es no dar cuenta de las diferen-
cias de clase, identidades racializadas, edad, capacidades, y también territoriales,
que envuelven las experiencias de las personas LGTB (ver Platero, 2012).

Este articulo analiza cémo se construyen las representaciones, los discursos
y las pricticas de las personas LGTB residentes en dos ciudades medianas de
Cataluna: Sabadell y Girona. Si bien este andlisis tiene por objeto repensar la
hegemonfa de la gran ciudad en las vidas de las personas LGTB que no residen
en ella, no se pueden ignorar las interacciones ni las tensiones existentes entre
la gran ciudad de referencia de la regién (Barcelona) y las poblaciones de menor
tamafio. Un segundo objetivo consiste en analizar las percepciones que tienen
las personas LGTB respecto a la tolerancia —o la hostilidad— hacia la diver-
sidad sexogenérica predominante en determinadas zonas de ambas ciudades.
Como se verd, estas percepciones socioespaciales configuran en el imaginario
colectivo la idea de zonas seguras e inseguras en base a la produccién de alteri-
dades culturales y econémicas. Con todo, hay que tener en cuenta que las tra-
yectorias personales, el capital cultural y las redes sociales de cada sujeto influyen
notablemente en la construccién de esa alteridad «<homéfoban, por lo que deben
considerarse a la hora de realizar cualquier andlisis que pretenda ser riguroso.

2. Consideraciones metodoldgicas

Los datos para la elaboracién de este articulo proceden de una investigacion
etnogréfica llevada a cabo en el marco del proyecto de investigacion Divercity:
Prevenir y combatir la homo- y la transfobia en pequenias y medianas ciudades de
Europa (2015-2017)%. Ademds de Sabadell y Girona, participaron en el pro-
yecto las ciudades de Charleroi (Bélgica), Tesal6nica (Grecia), Nottingham

2. Proyecto cofinanciado por el programa de Derechos, Igualdad y Ciudadania de la Unién
Europea (JUST/2014/RRAC/AG/6693). Para mds informacién sobre el proyecto,
constltese su pdgina web (<http://divercity.ub.edu/>).
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(Reino Unido) y Breslavia (Polonia). La fase analitica tenfa por objeto analizar
las experiencias y los discursos vinculados a la LGTBfobia en dichas ciudades,
asi como las medidas de indole politica, legal y social puestas en marcha para
combatir este problema social. Las técnicas de investigacién empleadas fue-
ron las entrevistas en profundidad, los grupos de discusién y la observacién
participante.

En el caso de Girona y Sabadell se realizaron un total de 58 entrevistas
(34 a personas LGTB y 24 a cuadros politicos, representantes de organiza-
ciones LGTB y profesionales cuyas responsabilidades inciden directamente
en el bienestar de este sector poblacional). Asimismo, se organizaron cua-
tro grupos de discusién (dos con personas LGTB y dos mds con politicos,
profesionales y representantes de colectivos). Finalmente, se llevaron a cabo
diversas sesiones de observacién participante durante las movilizaciones
por dias sefialados (como el 28 de junio o las concentraciones de repulsa
al atentado en la discoteca norteamericana Pulse?), en espacios de ocio y
socializacién LGTB y en actividades organizadas por los gobiernos locales,
como la Mesa de Género, Feminismos y LGTBI de Sabadell o el Consell
Municipal LGTBI de Girona.

El acceso a las personas participantes se llevé a cabo a partir de contactos
personales, contactos facilitados por las administraciones publicas y las enti-
dades sociales, relaciones establecidas durante las sesiones de observacién y/o
a través de las aplicaciones en linea. Dichas estrategias fueron combinadas con
la técnica de la bola de nieve, lo que permitié ampliar y diversificar la muestra.

3. Notas de contexto

Girona es una ciudad de 99.000 habitantes situada en el noroeste de la Comu-
nidad Auténoma de Catalufia, a unos 100 km por carretera de Barcelona,
capital de la provincia homénima y centro del Area Urbana de Girona. La
renta per cdpita de la ciudad (28.837 euros) es superior a la media de Catalunya
(27.540 euros)*, mientras que la tasa de paro registrado (un 9,17%) se sitda por
debajo de la media de la Comunidad (un 11,4%)°. El asociacionismo LGTB,
como el del resto de Catalufia a excepcién de Barcelona, estd muy debilitado y
con dificultades para interpelar al conjunto de la sociedad. Cabe destacar que,
recientemente, desde el Ayuntamiento de la ciudad se han desplegado algunas
medidas dirigidas a la poblacién LGTB, como la creacién del Consell Muni-
cipal LGTBI®, la conmemoracién de algunos dias sefialados o la cesién de un

3. Este espacio LGTB-friendly de Orlando sufrié un atentado homéfobo el 12 de junio de
2016, en el que murieron 50 personas y 53 resultaron heridas.

4. Fuente: El Pais (<https://elpais.com/especiales/2016/renta-per-capita-municipios-espa-
na/#278>).

5. Fuente: Encuesta de Poblacién Activa (EPA).

6. A pesar de que a lo largo de texto utilizamos el acrénimo LGTB, en el caso del Consell
Municipal utilizamos la expresién LGTBI con el fin de respetar el nombre original de dicho
organismo.
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local a las entidades LGTB. Ademds, se ha puesto en marcha la activacién de
un servicio de atencién integral (SAI) dirigido a las personas LGTB.

Por su parte, Sabadell es una ciudad de 209.000 habitantes perteneciente al
Area Metropolitana de Barcelona (estd situada a escasos 25 km de la capital).
Su renta per cdpita (25.837 euros) es inferior a la media catalana, mientras
que su tasa de paro se sitda prdcticamente a la par (un 11,3%). Si bien ya
hace algunos afios que se organizan actos en favor de las expresiones LGTB,
como el izado de la bandera del arcoiris en las fechas sefialadas o el dia contra
la homofobia en el ftbol, las politicas de cardcter estructural para potenciar la
diversidad sexual y de género (como el Plan Estratégico) constituyen una esfera
de gobierno reciente. Por tanto, y al igual que sucede con Girona, todavia es
demasiado pronto para efectuar una evaluacién exhaustiva de dichas politicas.

4. A la sombra de la gran ciudad: vidas LGTB fuera de Barcelona

Barcelona concentra el 21% de la poblacién de la regidn (porcentaje que se
eleva hasta el 43% si tomamos como referencia su drea metropolitana). La Ciu-
dad Condal es sede de las grandes firmas empresariales y financieras de Catalu-
fia y aglutina los principales érganos del gobierno autonémico, la mayorifa de
organizaciones de la sociedad civil y gran parte de los centros de produccién
cultural de la regién. Todo lo que acontece en Barcelona importa y acapara de
inmediato el interés medidtico de toda Catalufa.

En lo referente al universo LGTB, la centralidad de Barcelona también
resulta significativa. Dicha ciudad desarrolla un papel crucial en la lucha por
los derechos de las minorfas sexuales y de género de toda Espafia. En ella se
produce el primer intento clandestino de organizacién homosexual durante la
dictadura franquista (1970) y poco mds tarde se fundan las primeras asocia-
ciones de personas homosexuales (1975) y trans (1978) de Espana. De ahi que
en las calles barcelonesas tiene lugar la primera manifestacién por la liberacién
homosexual del pais, en 1977 (Mira, 2004; Ortega y Platero, 2015).

Asimismo, desde inicios del siglo XX la ciudad de Barcelona es lugar de
encuentro para todo tipo de disidentes sexogenéricos. El Barrio Chino (hoy
renombrado como el Raval) y la avenida del Paral-lel desprenden un aire cana-
lla que atrae a personajes dvidos de experiencias, como Jean Genet o Guy Hoc-
quenghem. Sus callejuelas, bares y teatros se convierten en espacios furtivos de
libertad en tiempos de la dictadura franquista, caracterizados por una fuerte
represién politica, policial y judicial (Huard, 2014; Mérida Jiménez, 2016;
Mira, 2004). Recientemente, el llamado Gaixample de Barcelona es una de
las principales zonas de ocio gay de Europa, en donde se ofrecen todo tipo
de bienes y servicios fundamentalmente para gais con cierto poder adquisitivo,
aunque también existen algunos espacios y servicios que acostumbran a utilizar
lesbianas y personas trans’.

7.  Gaixample es el término resultante de unir los vocablos gai y Eixample, que es el nombre
del distrito en donde se ubica esta zona de ocio.
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El hecho de que Barcelona sea un referente histérico de la lucha LGTB en
Espafa y que concentre en la actualidad la mayoria de servicios y organiza-
ciones LGTB de Catalufia, ejerce un marcado influjo, tanto en el imaginario
colectivo como en las vidas de las personas LGTB. Por un lado, los proyectos
y las iniciativas LGTB que tienen lugar en Barcelona monopolizan la atencién
publica, mientras que aquellas experiencias fuera de la capital son a menudo
ignoradas por los medios y los discursos capitalinos, principales productores
de relatos y significados. Por otro lado, y como consecuencia de lo anterior,
personas procedentes de otras zonas de Cataluna, y también del resto de Espa-
fia, se «sexilian»® en Barcelona con la ilusién de desarrollar mds libremente su
orientacién sexual y/o su identidad de género y encontrar espacios de afinidad,
ocio y activismo politico.

La migracién a la gran ciudad por parte de las personas LGTB no es un
fenémeno nuevo y diversos estudios han puesto su atencidn en este hecho
(ver Annes y Redlin, 2012; Fountain-Stokes, 2004; Hibbins, 2005; Langarita
Adiego y Salguero Veldzquez, 2016; Smith, 2012, entre otros). Sin embargo,
es necesario destacar que, a pesar de la relevancia del sexi/io en los procesos
de construccién de la identidad colectiva, asi como en la construccién de las
narrativas LGTB, no todas las personas LGTB ven en la migracién a la gran
ciudad la via mds adecuada para mejorar su bienestar o encontrar espacios de
socializacién. La migracién hacia las grandes ciudades no es un proyecto vital
necesario para las personas LGTB, ya que muchas de ellas no proyectan sus
existencias en los grandes entornos urbanos. Por tanto, aunque se trate de un
fenémeno conocido vy significativo para muchas personas LGTB, no es una
realidad extendida al conjunto de la poblacién LGTB.

Para entender los casos de Girona y Sabadell debemos considerar que a la
proximidad geogréfica de Barcelona (100 km y 25 km, respectivamente) se le
ha de afadir una importante dependencia sociocultural de la capital. Como
resultado, en ambas ciudades existe una débil presencia de organizaciones y
espacios LGTB. Este rasgo es mds significativo en el caso de Sabadell, debido
en buena medida a su mayor cercanfa y a las excelentes conexiones viales y
ferroviarias con la capital (en 30 minutos se estd en el centro de Barcelona).
Sibien el tren de alta velocidad también conecta Girona y Barcelona en poco
mds de media hora, el elevado precio del billete impide a muchas personas ir
y volver en un mismo dfa con asiduidad’.

En el momento de realizar el trabajo de campo (febrero-noviembre de
2016) no existe en Sabadell ningtin espacio de ocio o de socializacién ni nin-
guna organizacién estrictamente LGTB!. Con todo, para parte de las personas

8. El término sexilio fue acufiado por Manolo Guzmdn (1997) y posteriormente Yolanda
Martinez-San Miguel (2011) analizé los alcances semdnticos del concepto.

9. Con el tren convencional se tarda entre una hora y veinte y una hora y cuarenta minutos
para ir de Girona a Barcelona.

10. Sin embargo, cuando se redacta este articulo se ha tenido constancia de la reciente creacién
de Ca I'Enredus, un movimiento asociativo LGTBIQ+ que tiene por objetivo ofrecer un
espacio de acompafiamiento integral y constituirse en una red local e intercomunitaria para
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entrevistadas, esta ausencia no es motivo de preocupacién, ya que prefieren
aprovechar los recursos, los espacios y los servicios de Barcelona. Segtin su
experiencia, la capital les aporta un anonimato que no encuentran en su ciudad:
«Sabadell, sobre todo el centro, es como un pueblo y todo el mundo se conoce»
(hombre gay, 24 afios). El anonimato de la gran ciudad confiere una sensacién
de libertad y una desinhibicién que facilitan las muestras publicas de afecto,
reprimidas a menudo en los espacios de proximidad por el exceso de control
social: «<Hay gente gay de Sabadell que se va a Barcelona para “darse el lote”
nada mds bajarse del tren» (mujer trans bisexual, 30 afos). Sucede algo similar
con las zonas de ocio y socializacién, en las que se valora no solo el anonimato,
sino también la diversidad: «La gente va a Barcelona. Cuando alguien va a un
bar quiere conocer a gente nueva y ser anénimo. Un bar en Sabadell no te
permite conocer a gente nueva, ni ser anénimo» (hombre gay, 38 afios).

En lo relativo a la ausencia de asociaciones LGTB, las personas entrevista-
das de Sabadell afiaden dos motivos al ya mencionado influjo de Barcelona.
Se recurre en primer lugar a un argumento que se ha generalizado en los
tltimos tiempos en muchos paises de la Europa occidental. Se trata de la
extensién de un sentimiento de conformismo y completitud entre parte de
la poblacién LGTB tras lograr derechos como los del matrimonio y la adop-
cién, lo que ha generado un efecto desmovilizador que afecta a la actividad de
las organizaciones (Mas Grau y Jubany, 2019): «Muchos homosexuales ya no
necesitan pertenecer a un grupo para reivindicar derechos. Hacen su vida de
pareja, quieren vivir su sexualidad con normalidad» (hombre gay, 64 afios). La
segunda razén que explicarfa la falta de asociaciones LGTB estd relacionada con
la fuerte presencia de movimientos sociales y asociativos en la ciudad. De este
modo, algunas personas destacan que en Sabadell hay muchas organizaciones
que promueven valores como la igualdad, la solidaridad y la lucha contra la
discriminacién, con lo que constituyen espacios de seguridad para la expresion
y la reivindicacién de la diversidad sexogenérica:

Me da la impresién de que es una ciudad en la que hay bastante compromiso
y mucha gente organizada, ya sean grupos anarquistas, anticapitalistas o femi-
nistas. Es posible que la comunidad LGTB esté disuelta en todos esos grupos,
que ya son lo suficientemente respetuosos con el tema de la diversidad sexual
para que no haga falta que haya una entidad propia. (Profesional de una ONG
de Sabadell)

Si bien muchas de las personas entrevistadas no lamentan la falta de espa-
cios de socializacién especificos para la poblacién LGTB de Sabadell, para otras
s que serfa importante que el Ayuntamiento o la sociedad civil crearan algin

personas y colectivos sensibilizados con la diversidad sexogenérica. Ca ’Enredus ha recibido
el apoyo econdémico del Ayuntamiento. Es necesario sefialar que, al igual que en el caso del
Consejo Municipal LGBTT del Ayuntamiento de Girona, nos referimos a Ca ’Enredus
como organizacién LGTBIQ+ para respetar el término que ellos emplean a través de las
redes sociales.
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espacio en el que poder relacionarse y encontrar apoyo y asesoramiento. Esta
necesidad se detecta especialmente en aquellas personas que se encuentran en
las primeras etapas de su desarrollo sexogenérico y que no cuentan con un
entorno afectivo favorable:

Me habria gustado que Sabadell tuviera espacios para conocer a otras les-
bianas en la época en que sali del armario. En ese momento estaba perdida:
no hablaba con mi familia, no conocfa a nadie y no sabfa adénde ir. (Mujer
lesbiana, 41 afios)

Al igual que Sabadell, Girona se encuentra bajo la influencia de la gran
ciudad de Barcelona, aunque la mayor distancia y su condicién de capital de
provincia le confieren algunas particularidades que la diferencian de Saba-
dell. Del mismo modo que los habitantes de esta dltima, muchos gerundenses
LGTB viajan a Barcelona para disfrutar de su oferta de ocio. Sin embargo, las
mayores dificultades para desplazarse a diario a la capital, junto con una mayor
sensacién de control social al tratarse de una ciudad mds pequefia, hacen que
la necesidad de trasladarse a vivir a Barcelona esté mds presente que en Saba-
dell: «Los jévenes LGTB huyen de Girona y en cuanto pueden se van a vivir
a Barcelona» (miembro de una asociacién LGTB). A diferencia de Sabadell,
en Girona existen diferentes asociaciones LGTB, asi como feministas y trans-
feministas, que incorporan las reivindicaciones LGTB y gueer en sus agendas
politicas. Sin embargo, la participacién acostumbra a ser muy baja.

Cuando se realiza el trabajo de campo existe en Girona un bar «LGBT-
friendly» (actualmente cerrado). En este sentido, algunos de los relatos de las
personas entrevistadas dan cuenta de la necesidad de este tipo de lugares para
la emancipacién y la socializacién de las personas LGTB de la ciudad: «Ligar
en Girona es dificil, pero es dificil porque no hay locales de ambiente» (hombre
gay, 40 afios). En esta cita se atribuye a los locales una funcién socializadora
necesaria para «ligar». No obstante, desde hace algunos afios, el acceso a las
relaciones sexuales entre las personas LGBT, especialmente entre los hombres
gais, se estd desplazando a los espacios en linea y a los programas de geolocali-
zacién, con lo que se abandona la importancia de los bares y las discotecas de
ambiente propios de otras épocas.

Si bien para algunas de las personas LGTB entrevistadas el sexilio hacia Bar-
celona ha significado vivir su sexualidad con mayor libertad y una oportunidad
para alejarse del control de proximidad, para otras personas esta migracién no
es posible por motivos econémicos. Es el caso de una mujer trans de 41 afios,
nacida en un pueblo de la costa de Girona, que al final decide irse a vivir a su
capital de provincia debido al elevado coste de la vida barcelonesa:

Habia pensado irme a vivir a Barcelona. Lo que pasa es que, en Barcelona,
todos los trabajos que encontré tenfan un sueldo de 800 o 900 euros. En Bar-
celona con 900 euros no pagas ni un piso, por eso cuando me salié el trabajo
aqui en Girona, me vine.
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Con estas palabras se observa que las cuestiones econdmicas influyen signi-
ficativamente en los procesos migratorios, incluidos los de las personas LGTB.
Asimismo, se constata que las ciudades medianas no son solo el punto de
origen desde el que las personas LGTB emigran a la gran ciudad, sino que, al
mismo tiempo, también son territorios que reciben sexiliados de otras pobla-
ciones de menor tamafio. De este modo, Girona «exporta» sexiliados hacia
Barcelona, al tiempo que recibe una inmigracién LGTB procedente de las
poblaciones de su provincia. La siguiente cita refleja que el flujo migratorio
LGTB no solo se dirige hacia Barcelona:

En Figueres [pequefia ciudad de la provincia de Girona] hay mucha gente
de derechas. Siempre ha sido de derechas. Es horrible. Sin embargo, aqui en
Girona tienes més libertad, es mds grande, claro. Pero si te vas a Barcelona, que
es inmenso, nadie se fija en nadie. (Mujer lesbiana, 22 afios)

Pero, ademds, las ciudades medianas como Girona y Sabadell presentan
unas ventajas singulares que las hacen apetecibles para no pocas personas
LGTB, que encuentran en ellas unos lugares sin los precios ni las aglomera-
ciones de las grandes ciudades, pero con mds servicios y equipamientos que los
pequefios municipios. Es decir, las personas LGTB escogen su lugar de residen-
cia teniendo en cuenta también otros factores que los exclusivamente relaciona-
dos con su orientacién sexual y/o su identidad de género. Ello demuestra, tal y
como se sostiene desde la perspectiva interseccional (ver Viveros Vigoya, 2016),
que las vidas de las personas estdn atravesadas por ejes superpuestos de recursos,
preferencias, identificaciones, limitaciones y, por supuesto, opresiones:

A mi me gusta vivir en Girona porque es grande pero no es Barcelona. Puedes
encontrar de todo y es muy verde, no son todo edificios. Vivimos en una zona
con un bosquecito al lado. No parece que estemos en la ciudad: ni coches ni ruido
por las noches. Es muy tranquilo. ;Girona me enamora! (Mujer lesbiana, 24 afios)

Como se acaba de observar, abordar las experiencias, los discursos y las
précticas de las personas LGTB residentes en Girona y Sabadell nos lleva ine-
vitablemente a pensarlas en su interaccién con Barcelona. Al respecto, existe un
sinfin de flujos sociales y culturales cargados de valores, expectativas, deseos y
representaciones que vinculan la capital con ciudades como Girona y Sabadell
que no se pueden obviar, pues contribuyen a la configuracién de do LGTB» en
las ciudades estudiadas. Asi, por ejemplo, Barcelona es un punto de referencia
para los gerundenses que van a barcelonear, término empleado para aquellos
que van a la capital para pasear, divertirse, relacionarse y conocer las dltimas
novedades. Lo que, al fin y al cabo, conlleva incorporar nuevos imaginarios,
perspectivas y miradas que, en el caso de las personas LGTB, todavia se sobre-
dimensionan mds por la relevancia internacional que ha tomado la ciudad de
Barcelona en cuanto a servicios y espacios de socializacién. Sin embargo, las
influencias entre las ciudades pequefas y las grandes ciudades no son unidirec-
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cionales, ya que buena parte de los residentes LGTB de Barcelona proceden de
otros territorios, lo que también provoca ciertas influencias en la capital. Pensar
que las personas LGTB abandonan sus vivencias previas cuando se trasladan
a una gran ciudad es problemdtico, ya que los procesos de aculturacién y de
socializacién siempre se encuentran en negociacién con los valores, las expe-
riencias y las miradas de cada persona.

5. El homéfobo es el otro: desigualdades socioespaciales en la percepcién

de la LGTBfobia

En términos generales, la mayorfa de las personas entrevistadas consideran que
Girona y Sabadell no son especialmente hostiles hacia las expresiones LGTB.
No obstante, residentes de ambas poblaciones establecen diferencias entre el
centro de sus ciudades y algunos barrios periféricos cuando son preguntados
por sus experiencias y sus percepciones espaciales de la LGTBfobia. Si en el
imaginario colectivo se vincula a la gran ciudad con el respeto a la diversidad
y al pequefio municipio con la intolerancia, entre el centro y los barrios peri-
féricos de las ciudades se establece una distincién dicotémica similar: «Hay
gente que, para “salir del armario”, se va al centro de Sabadell para pasear e ir
cogidos de la mano» (hombre gay, 32 anos. Sabadell).

Como en tantas otras ciudades, Girona y Sabadell presentan importantes
diferencias socioeconémicas entre un centro dominado por una clase media
catalana de tradicién burguesa y menestral, y algunos barrios de la periferia
mds heterogéneos —pues acogen las distintas olas migratorias— que presentan
mayores indices de pobreza y paro. Asimismo, en el centro de ambas ciudades
estdn la mayorfa de comercios y zonas de restauracién, por lo que concentran
las actividades de ocio de muchos de sus habitantes. Las marcadas diferencias
socioecondmicas entre el centro y determinados barrios periféricos acaban por
adquirir una dimensién de cardcter simbdlico: «La gente de un barrio de la
periferia no dice “voy al centro de la ciudad”; dice “voy a Sabadell’» (profesio-
nal del sector educativo, Sabadell).

Algunos de los discursos identificados a lo largo de nuestra investigacién
para explicar la dicotomia entre el centro y la periferia presuponen un Noso-
tros tolerante respecto a la diversidad sexogenérica (en este caso, catalanes del
centro de la ciudad), frente a un Otro embebido por una cultura esencialmente
LGTBf6bica (en especial, el musulmdn y el gitano de la periferia). Tal y como
apunta Puar (2007), si la heteronormatividad requiere de una alteridad homo-
sexual, la homonormatividad se contrapone a un Otro homéfobo, determinado
en este caso por marcadores étnico-espaciales: «En las afueras, la mayoria de
gente son moros y gitanos, y ellos no aceptan las relaciones homosexuales. En
cambio, en el centro de Sabadell la gente (homosexual) se puede besar e ir de
la mano» (mujer lesbiana, 41 anos. Sabadell). De este modo, la LGTBfobia
es culturalizada, concebida como un problema consustancial de una otredad
cultural a la que se teme porque que no ha interiorizado los valores —occiden-
tales— del respeto y la tolerancia:
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Cuando has de hacer los papeles y pides el expediente de matrimonio tienes
que hacer la misma cola que los de inmigracién. Los juzgados abren a la misma
hora y hacemos cola todos juntos [...]. Y estaba haciendo cola entre mucha
gente catalana, africana, de paises drabes, y pensaba: «Si supieran que yo me
vengo a casar con una mujer...». {Sent{ un miedo! (Mujer bisexual, 55 afios.
Girona)

Estas representaciones de un Otro LGTBf6bico incluyen a muchas de las
poblaciones de origen que han protagonizado las distintas olas migratorias
hacia Catalufia. Si antes se mencionaba a «africanos» y «drabes», protagonistas
de las migraciones del siglo XX1, a continuacién se homogeneiza a las pobla-
ciones, mayoritariamente de origen rural, que llegan a Catalufia a partir de la

década de 1960:

En el barrio donde vivo casi todos son andaluces, son extremefios, gente pobre
que vino para Catalufia [...]. Esto si que influye en la homofobia, porque la
gente andaluza, eso es un tépico, yo lo sé, estoy hablando muy tépico pero
s que es verdad que son cerrados respecto a eso [la diversidad sexogenérical.
Tt vas para Andalucia y cuesta mds ver segtin qué cosas. (Mujer bisexual, 31

afos. Sabadell)

La conceptualizacién de la LGTBfobia como parte constitutiva de la
idiosincrasia del recién llegado (antano, el andaluz; hoy, el africano) y del
eterno extrafo (el gitano) es otra m4s de las atribuciones negativas (como la
delincuencia, la suciedad o el fundamentalismo) que constituyen al «exterior
constitutivo» (Derrida, 1972) que amenaza a la modernidad, esa otredad que
es fundamento y requisito para consolidacién de la propia identidad. Sin pre-
tender negar que entre las poblaciones sefialadas existen, muy probablemente,
personas con actitudes hostiles, e incluso violentas, hacia las expresiones LGTB,
los discursos tendentes a enfatizar la LGTBfobia del Otro conllevan un doble
peligro que es necesario neutralizar. Por un lado, tienen un efecto tranqui-
lizante y desmovilizador para el Nosotros, percibido como una comunidad
de pertenencia en la que la violencia y la discriminacién sexogenérica son un
problema menor o ya superado. Por otro lado, estos discursos de la otredad
LGTB{6bica, atin formulados de forma ingenua, consolidan los fundamentos
sobre los que se asientan los proyectos politicos y sociales de cardcter racista y
xendfobo tan fortalecidos en los dltimos tiempos, y que cada vez mds inclu-
yen la tolerancia hacia lo LGTB entre los rasgos que vendrian a demostrar la
—supuesta— superioridad cultural y moral del blanco occidental.

Como vemos, determinados barrios periféricos son sefialados por algunas
de las personas LGTB entrevistadas como territorios hostiles, al estar «domi-
nados» por inmigrantes pertenecientes a culturas intolerantes y amenazantes
para la diversidad sexual y de género. A esta intolerancia originaria se le anade
a menudo un marcador econémico-social como la pobreza. De este modo, el
origen cultural, la identidad racializada y la clase social se convierten en las
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variables explicativas de la intolerancia periférica: «En los barrios periféricos hay
muchos inmigrantes y personas pobres, gente con un nivel cultural mds bajo, y
es ahi donde puede haber mds problemas» (hombre gay, 61 afios. Sabadell). En
el otro lado del espectro, el centro de la ciudad de Girona es percibido como
una zona confortable «porque es donde hay mucho turista» (Mujer lesbiana,
58 afios). Asi pues, mientras que el binomio inmigrante/pobre funciona como
una representacién asociada a los principales peligros que acechan las ciudades
actuales (y que a menudo son articulados recurriendo al poder normativo de
conceptos como la convivencia, la cohesién o el civismo), la dupla turista/rico
representa la vanguardia civilizatoria del pleno respeto a la diversidad.

En todo caso, el simple supuesto de que los barrios periféricos son un
territorio hostil para las expresiones LGTB conlleva los riesgos de convertirse
en una «profecfa autocumplida». De acuerdo con Merton (1949), la profecia
que se autorrealiza es aquella definicién falsa de una situacién que genera una
serie de comportamientos y actitudes que acaban por convertir en verdadera
esa falsa concepcidn original. En nuestro caso, la afirmacién de que la peri-
feria es intolerante o LGTBfébica impide que se celebren manifestaciones de
la diversidad sexogenérica en estas zonas, lo que acaba por dificultar que sus
habitantes se familiaricen con dicha diversidad:

Con la compaiifa de teatro con la que estoy ahora hacemos un espectdculo
[sobre diversidad sexogenérica] en una plaza del centro, al lado del Ayunta-
miento. Cuando les planteo a mis compafieras de hacer la performance en Can
Gambds, un barrio fuera del centro, me dicen que no saben si serd lo mismo.
Y si les digo de hacerlo en Can Puiggener [barrio periférico identificado como
hostil], me dicen: «;Allf nos linchardn!». (Hombre gay, 38 afios. Sabadell)

En un sentido similar, uno de los participantes en la investigacién de Giro-
na afirma:

Algunas parejas que conozco viven en Salt [pueblo colindante a Girona con
un elevado porcentaje de poblacién migrante], y no tienen ningtin problema.
Pero si que..., ahora te hablo desde el desconocimiento, pero si que me ima-
gino que, si te morreas con otro tio en el medio de la calle Mayor de Salt, un
«maricén» te lo escuchards seguro. Ahora he quedado muy bien con el colectivo
de inmigrantes [rie]. (Hombre gay, 22 afios)

Esta cita refleja que el participante es consciente de la carga racista de su
mensaje, asi como de la reproduccién de estereotipos y del desconocimiento
del territorio del que habla. Con todo, se ha de tener en cuenta que en una
investigacién como la que se ha llevado a cabo para la elaboracién del pre-
sente articulo, el entrevistador representa a una institucién académica —y a
un determinado proyecto de investigacién—, lo que condiciona el didlogo
e influye en la produccién del discurso de la persona entrevistada. De este
modo, el entrevistado opta por justificar su posicionamiento tras verbalizar el
prejuicio. Mantiene un argumento de «verdad» al asociar la migracién con una
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menor tolerancia a la diversidad sexogenérica, a pesar de que conoce parejas del
mismo sexo que viven en Salt y que no tienen ningin problema al respecto. El
estereotipo racista prevalece asi sobre las experiencias conocidas.

Otro participante se refiere a Salt con la frase de «<no quiero ni pensar lo que
debe ser en Salt» (hombre gay, 40 afos), refiriéndose a la vida de las personas
LGTB que residen en dicho municipio. Los territorios a los que se les atribuye
una mayor carga migrante y en los que residen las clases populares y obreras
son representados como espacios en los que la diversidad sexogenérica es algo
impensable, indeseable o invivible. Sin embargo, cuando esta representacién se
contrasta con las experiencias de las personas LGTB que residen en estos terri-
torios sefialados, los «riesgos» asociados a las clases extranjeras y populares son,
en muchos de los casos, estereotipos que reafirman las jerarquias sociales. A este
respecto, algunas de las personas entrevistadas de Sabadell y Girona rechazan
la tesis de la socioculturalizacién de la LGTBfobia, y destacan algunas poten-
cialidades de los barrios periféricos en cuanto a la aceptacién de la diversidad:

Se presupone que la zona del centro de las ciudades es la mds tolerante con
todo tipo de personas, por lo que la gente va al centro pensdndose que tiene
una serie de derechos que en las barriadas no existen [...] Pero muchas veces
nos encontramos con la sorpresa de que en las barriadas se acepta mejor la
diversidad porque estdn formadas por elementos y componentes de diversidad.
(Profesional del sector educativo. Sabadell)

En todo caso, es importante destacar que, en muchas ocasiones, las per-
cepciones sobre la LGTBfobia no tienen que ver tan solo con el entorno, sino
también con los recursos personales y sociales que ayudan a hacer frente a las
adversidades por tener una orientacién sexual y/o una identidad de género no
hegeménica. El capital cultural, las redes afectivas, el origen sociocultural, los
recursos econémicos, la edad o el género juegan un papel crucial en las expe-
riencias y las percepciones del colectivo LGTB. De este modo, las personas con
mayor capital cultural, econémico y social tienen mds estrategias y alternativas
para hacer frente a las situaciones de discriminacién. A modo de ejemplo, un
hombre gay de mediana edad, propietario de una empresa y perteneciente a
una familia burguesa de Sabadell «de toda la vida» consideraba que no habia
experimentado ningudn tipo de discriminacién, porque, en sus propias palabras,
«somos [él y su esposo] una referencia en la ciudad». El origen sociocultural
y el éxito profesional parecen conceder a esta persona un elevado estatus, que
aparentemente no se ve afectado por su orientacién sexual (socialmente mds
aceptable en tanto que estd casado con su novio de siempre). Por tanto, las
posiciones vitales estdn atravesadas por multiples factores de privilegio y des-
igualdad que dotan a cada persona de distintos niveles de recursos y de poder
para hacer frente a las adversidades. Por todo ello, pensar que la liberacién de
las personas LGTB depende tnicamente de la cuestion identitaria es una falacia
que conlleva ignorar otras légicas sociales que determinan distintas posiciones,

capacidades y posibilidades.
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6. Conclusiones: pensando desde fuera de la gran ciudad

Los estudios sobre diversidad sexual y de género en el entorno urbano toda-
via son muy embrionarios en Espafia. Por tanto, nos encontramos ante la
oportunidad de superar las légicas de la gran ciudad en la configuracién de
este nuevo campo de estudio en los contextos de proximidad. Si somos capa-
ces de subvertir las légicas de la gran ciudad como espacio hegemédnico para
la produccién de significados, discursos y representaciones de la diversidad
sexual y de género contaremos con una aproximacién mds rigurosa y compleja
de esta temdtica. Pero, sobre todo, contribuiremos a construir una imagen de
la diversidad sexogenérica mds inclusiva respecto a otras experiencias que no
pasan por la gran ciudad. Los estudios anglosajones tardaron casi dos décadas
en ofrecer miradas alejadas de la gran ciudad, reificando una y otra vez la gran
urbe como espacio propio de «lo LGTB».

Habida cuenta de que las personas LGTB no solo viven en las grandes
ciudades, es necesario darles a todas ellas espacios de visibilidad en las investi-
gaciones sociales para contar con estudios que puedan reflejar la realidad mds
amplia y compleja. En el caso cataldn, si centramos el foco dnicamente en
Barcelona, reducimos la mirada a un escenario que solo representa una parte
de la poblacién LGTB de Catalufia. Por el contrario, si somos capaces de
significar lo LGTB mds alld de los grandes eventos, los escenarios de sociali-
zacién y los espacios dominantes de visibilizacién concentrados en Barcelona,
podremos ofrecer nuevas miradas y andlisis sobre las geograffas de la diversidad
sexogenérica.

No obstante, la gran ciudad no puede ser del todo ignorada. En los casos de
Girona y Sabadell se demuestra que la influencia de Barcelona es fundamental
en la constitucién de las historias LGTB locales. Las idas y venidas a Barcelona
son innumerables, significativas y estdn siempre presentes en las conversaciones
de las personas LGTB de ambas ciudades. Aun asi, hay que matizar que esta
influencia no es tinica ni unidireccional. Por un lado, Barcelona sedimenta los
comportamientos y las experiencias de sexiliados y visitantes puntuales. Por
otro lado, las dindmicas globales que proyectan representaciones y costumbres
ejercen también una influencia importante en ambas ciudades sin pasar por el
filtro previo de Barcelona. Es decir, la cultura LGTB globalizada se amplifica,
ademds, a través de Internet, de los viajes de ocio o de trabajo, as{ como a través
de otras experiencias que las personas LGTB adquieren al margen de la gran
ciudad. En resumen, son las interacciones constantes entre la gran ciudad de
referencia (Barcelona), las dindmicas globales y las particularidades locales las
que configuran las experiencias, las representaciones y los discursos LGTB de
Girona y Sabadell. Todo ello teniendo en cuenta las trayectorias vitales, los
recursos y las posiciones de poder de cada persona, asi como el contexto social
y cultural del lugar donde habita.

Finalmente, se ha visto que la construccién de alteridades culturales y eco-
némicas resulta determinante en las percepciones espaciales de la LGTBfobia.
La vinculacién de la LGTBfobia con una otredad configurada por marcadores
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étnico-clasicistas contribuye a la ordenacién simbdlica del espacio urbano a
través de la construccidn social de la dicotomia seguridad/inseguridad. Al mismo
tiempo que advertir de las peligrosas consecuencias de estas representaciones, se
ha subrayado la importancia de factores tales como el género, la edad, las redes
afectivas o la capacidad econdmica a la hora de percibir y gestionar las situa-
ciones de violencia y discriminacién.
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Resum

Aquesta reflexié analitza les practiques espacials de supervivencia desenvolupades per #7a-
vestis' i dones trans llatinoamericanes a la ciutat de Barcelona. Espanya va rebre una gran
inversié després de la seva entrada a la Comunitat Europea 'any 1986, la qual cosa li va
permetre gaudir d’'un gran creixement economic. El diferencial espacial que va produir
aquesta situacid va constituir un element d’atraccié de travestis i de dones trans llatinoa-
mericanes cap a aquest pafs. No obstant aix0, la gran recessié espanyola desencadenada
per les turbulencies financeres dels anys 2007 i 2008 va generar un moviment de retorn
de les persones migrants. Tot i que gran part de la comprensié dels fluxos migratoris entre
paisos estigui relacionada amb el funcionament del mercat laboral, tractant-se de travestis i
de dones trans, el lucre de la prostitucié a Espanya forma part de les practiques espacials de
supervivencia. Davant d’aix0, és de gran importancia entendre aquest fenomen, ja que esta
relacionat amb els sistemes d’opressié que #ravestis i dones trans llatinoamericanes elaboren
les seves practiques de supervivencia espacial a Barcelona.

Paraules clau: travestis; dones trans; prostitucid; espai; migracié

#

El text ha estat traduit del portugues al catala per Maria Prats Ferret, professora del Depar-
tament de Geografia de la Universitat Autbnoma de Barcelona.
1. S’ha mantingut la paraula original del portugués #ravesti, utilitzada pels autors de I'article.
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Resumen. Pricticas espaciales de supervivencia de travestis y mujeres trans latinoamericanas
en la ciudad de Barcelona

Este texto analiza las prdcticas espaciales de supervivencia llevadas a cabo por travestis y muje-
res trans latinoamericanas en la ciudad de Barcelona. Espafia recibié una importante inversién
con la entrada en la Comunidad Europea en el afio 1986, lo que supuso un gran crecimiento
econdmico. El diferencial espacial que produjo dicha situacién fue un elemento relevante en
la atraccién de travestis y de mujeres trans latinoamericanas hacia Espafia. Sin embargo, la gran
recesion espafiola desencadenada por la crisis financiera de los afios 2007 y 2008 produjo un
movimiento de retorno de las personas migrantes. Aunque gran parte de la comprensién de
los flujos migratorios entre pafses estd relacionada con el funcionamiento del mercado laboral,
tratdndose de #7avestis y mujeres trans, la rentabilidad de la prostitucién en Espafia compone
précticas espaciales de supervivencia. En vista de lo expuesto, resulta de gran importancia
comprender este fendmeno, pues estd relacionado con sistemas de opresidn que travestis y
mujeres trans latinoamericanas elaboran pricticas espaciales de supervivencia en Barcelona.

Palabras clave: travestis; mujeres trans; prostitucién; espacio; migracién

Résumé. Pratiques spatiales de survie menées par des travestis et des femmes trans latino-
américaines dans la ville de Barcelone

Ce texte analyse les pratiques spatiales de survie menées par des travestis et des femmes trans
latino-américaines dans la ville de Barcelone, en Espagne. L’Espagne a bénéficié d’un inves-
tissement important lors de son entrée dans la Communauté Européenne (1986), ce qui lui
a valu une forte croissance économique. Le différentiel spatial de la croissance économique
était un élément important pour attirer les travestis et les femmes trans latino-américaines
en Espagne. Cependant, la grande récession espagnole provoquée par la crise financiere de
2007/2008 a provoqué un mouvement de retour des migrants. Bien que la compréhension
des flux migratoires entre les pays soit en grande partie liée au fonctionnement du marché
du travail, dans le cas des #ravestis et des femmes trans, la rentabilité de la prostitution en
Espagne compose les pratiques de survie dans 'espace. Compte tenu de ce qui précede,
la compréhension de ce phénomene est considérée comme extrémement importante, car
c’est dans le dialogue avec les systemes d’oppression que les zravestis et les femmes trans
latino-américaines élaborent des pratiques spatiales de survie & Barcelone.

Mots-clés: travestis; femmes trans; prostitution; espace; migration

Abstract. Spatial practices of survival by travestis and Latin American trans women in the
city of Barcelona

This text analyzes the spatial practices of survival carried out by #avestis and Latin American
trans women in the city of Barcelona, Spain. Following the country’s entry into the European
Community (1986), Spain received a significant investment, leading to marked economic
growth. The spatial differential of economic growth was a relevant element in the attraction of
travestis and Latin American trans women to Spain. However, the great Spanish recession trig-
gered by the financial crisis in 2007/2008 produced a return movement of migrants. Although
much of the understanding of migratory flows between countries is related to the functioning
of the labor market, in the case of #ravestis and trans women, the profitability of prostitution in
Spain composes spatial survival practices. In view of the above, the understanding of this phe-
nomenon is considered of great importance, since it is in the dialogue with systems of oppression
that #ravestis and Latin American trans women elaborate spatial practices of survival in Barcelona.

Keywords: travestis; trans women; prostitution; space; migration
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1. Consideracions inicials

L’objectiu d’aquesta reflexié és comprendre les practiques espacials de supervi-
vencia que elaboren #ravestis i dones trans llatinoamericanes residents a la ciutat
de Barcelona després de la crisi de funcionament del sistema de capital a Espan-
ya?. La nostra argumentacié se sustenta en els resultats de la realitzacié de dues
entrevistes semiestructurades amb persones de I’Ajuntament de Barcelona que
treballen quotidianament en les tematiques de migracid, sexualitat i prostituci.
Dotze diaris elaborats en els treballs de camp realitzats als carrers del districte
de les Corts, als voltants del Camp Nou, estadi del Futbol Club Barcelona?, a
través d’un perfode de voluntariat en 'organitzacié no governamental Metges
del Mén Catalunya, a més de la sistematitzacié de les dades recollides en dues
webs espanyoles d’anuncis de prostitucid.

Des de 'any 2006, el Grupo de Estudos Territoriais hem elaborat recer-
ques que analitzen la vivencia espacial de les persones que amb les seves vides
qiiestionen la pretesa naturalitat de la linealitat entre sexe, genere i desig, que
sustenta el funcionament del mecanisme del genere (Butler, 2003; Ornat,
2009, 2013; Ornat i Silva, 2014; Silva, 2013; Silva i Ornat, 2011; Silva 1
Ornat, 2016a, 2016b, 2016¢, 2016d; Cabral et al., 2013).

Pel que fa a la utilitzacié en aquesta reflexié de la paraula mans, cal dir que
s'utilitza correntment a la literatura anglofona per referir-se a la categoria mrans-
gender, que s’entén que engloba una amplia gamma de varietat de vivencies
trans que reconeixen el paper del sexe en la performativitat de génere. Aixi, en
aquesta discussid, la paraula zrans es relaciona amb persones femenines que,
amb les seves practiques sociosexuals, qiiestionen la linealitat entre sexe, geénere
i desig (Browne i Lim, 2010; Browne, 2004; Browne et al., 2010; Valentine,
2007; Doan, 2007; Doan 2010; Girshick, 2008; Hines, 2010; Knopp, 2004;
Nash, 2010; Rooke, 2010).

D’altra banda, quan tractem de #ravestis, a partir de les reflexions de Silva
(2009) i d’acord amb el contacte establert i amb la convivencia experimentada
amb zravestis brasilenyes del sud, entenem que el terme #ravestis es refereix a
una recerca constant i integral de la feminitat a partir de la relacié entre vestit,
magquillatge, complements i comportaments socials. Perd, més enlla d’aixo,

2. Recerca postdoctoral financada per la Coordinacié de Perfeccionament del Personal de
Nivell Superior (CAPES). Procés: POS-DOC 99999.006096/2015-08.

3. Area de concentracié de la prostitucié de sravestis i de dones trans llatinoamericanes.
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també té a veure amb la recerca constant de la transformacié del cos a partir de
la utilitzacié d’hormones i de silicona, sense que aixd acabi amb una operacié
de transgenitalitzacié.

Ates que parlem de la vivencia espacial de #ravestis i dones trans llatinoa-
mericanes a Barcelona, considerem que aquestes vivencies dialoguen amb les
formes de denominacié en el lloc de desti del procés migratori. Segons Missé
(2012)%, la paraula #7ans engloba tres identitats a la Ciutat Comtal: transsexual,
transgenere i fravesti. Segons aquesta discussid, encara que aquestes tres parau-
les estiguin relacionades amb configuracions d’identitat especifiques, referides
a la propia divisi6 interna del moviment trans a Barcelona, el terme també
pot ser utilitzat pels tres grups, en el sentit de la propia variacié territorial.
Tal com han afirmat Massey (2008) i McDowell (1999), les construccions
d’identitat i, en el cas d’aquesta discussid, les relacionades amb les travestis i
les dones trans es conformen segons determinades espacialitats i temporalitats,
afirmant aquestes reflexions sobre la necessitat de pensar 'espai en tant que
relacional, pel fet que aquest es defineix en les practiques socioespacials i en
les relacions socials i de poder. Pel fet que cada grup defensa les seves especifi-
citats d’autoidentificacid, al llarg del text utilitzem les denominacions zravestis
i dones trans, d’acord amb el procés de denominaci6 castellana relacionat amb
la mujer trans, tenint en compte I'especificitat espacial d’aquesta identificacié.
Per tant, tal com argumenta Butler (2003), la identitat ha de ser vista com
una practica significant, relacionada amb subjectes culturalment intel-ligibles,
resultants de la vida lingiifstica i quotidiana.

La vivéncia de #ravestis i dones trans a Llatinoamerica esta constituida per
un conjunt d’exclusions socials i prohibicions espacials. Es a través dels territo-
ris intraurbans i discontinus de la prostitucié que aquestes persones estableixen
les seves practiques quotidianes de supervivencia. Per tant, aquesta reflexié
tracta de les practiques espacials de supervivencia a Barcelona com una de les
possibles derivades de recerca de conquestes territorials cada vegada més grans,
que assoleixen diverses escales espacials que superen els limits municipals i
nacionals llatinoamericans, i Espanya —més especificament Barcelona— és
una d’aquestes destinacions.

2. Prostitucid i transfobia: el desplagament espacial com a opcié forcada

L’Observatori de Persones Trans Assassinades (Trans Murder Monitoring —
TMM) és un projecte d’enquesta sistematica, seguiment i analisi d’assassinats de
persones trans a tot el mén. Va ser iniciat 'any 2009 a partir d’una col-laboracié
entre Transgender Europe (TGEU) i la revista Liminalis: A Journal for Sex/Gen-
der Emancipation and Resistance. Aquell mateix any el pla es va transformar en el
projecte d’investigacié Transrespect versus Transphobia Worldwide, de Transgen-
der Europe’ (vegeu la figura 1).

4. Font: <htep://fundacionbetiko.org/>.
5. <http://transrespect.org>.
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Figura 1. Observatori de persones trans assassinades (TMM) de Transgender Europe
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En Pactualitzacié de les dades realitzada el 30 de marg de 2017, el projecte
Transrespect versus Transphobia Worldwide va publicar les seves dades: 2.343
homicidis de persones trans, registrats als 69 paisos on es fa aquest seguiment,
al llarg del periode que va de I'l de gener de 2008 al 31 de desembre de 2016.
Assenyalem que, d’aquest total, 1.834 van tenir lloc a ’America del Sud i que
el 64% de totes les persones eren treballadores sexuals.

Les dades acumulades de I'1 de gener de 2008 a 30 de setembre de 2016
ja assenyalaven un total de 2.264 morts de persones trans, en el comunicat de
20 de novembre de 2016 s’indicava que aquesta enquesta representava només

la punta de l'iceberg pel que feia a la mort de persones trans arreu del mén®.

6. Font: <http://transrespect.org/es/tmm-trans-day-remembrance-2016/>. Consulta: 5 d’abril
de 2017.
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Bryant i Vidal-Ortiz (2008) afirmen que la manera com ’homofobia ha
estat pensada per les ciencies socials apunta cap al fet que es produeix en
interseccié amb altres vectors de relacions de poder, com les relacions inter-
seccionals que tenen lloc a partir de grups de renda, qiiestions &tniques, racials
o de nacionalitat.

Segons els autors, aquest terme va ser encunyat per George Weinberg
(1972) en el seu llibre Society and the Healthy Homosexual. Tot i que va ser
creat a partir de la psicologia, considerem que aquestes relacions homofobiques
0, especificament en el cas de la nostra problematica, aquestes relacions trans-
fobiques es produeixen a través d’espacialitats, com han evidenciat tant la dis-
cussié de Mott et al. (2002) com la de Cabral et al. (2013). Per tant, la trans-
fobia (que és una forma especifica de fobia a ravestis i a dones transsexuals)
s’entén com les actituds i les accions excloents, basades en consideracions sobre
I’homosexualitat i els homosexuals, en les seves existencies més diverses, com
a desviades, malaltes, perverses, pecadores, immorals, corrompudes, etc. Per
tant, tal com s’ha esmentat a la introduccié d’aquesta reflexid, el nostre argu-
ment és que el canvi espacial de mravestis i dones trans entre ’America Llatina i
Espanya esta motivat per la recerca de condicions millors de supervivencia. Aixi
doncs, aquest desplacament espacial es configura per la composicié de forces
d’expulsié, relacionades de forma macro amb la transfobia, i forces d’atraccid,
relacionades amb un lucre més elevat, comparativament, en la prostitucié a
Europa i, en el cas especific d’aquesta discussid, en la prostitucié a Barcelona.

Segons El Didrio’, més del 90% de les dones que exerceixen la prostitucié
a Espanya s6n migrants. D’aquest total, un 95% viu de la prostitucié a causa
de les estretors de les seves circumstancies de vida. La publicacié destaca
que, d’aquestes, una gran part fa referéncia a rravestis i a dones trans. Aquest
conjunt de constrenyiments espacials esta relacionat amb la impossibilitat
d’accedir al mercat de treball, per I'exclusié que resulta de la imbricacié entre
el funcionament del sistema de capital i el mecanisme de genere.

En una entrevista sobre el mateix tema publicada a E/ Didrio, una dona
trans afirma:

Nosotras [las transexuales] somos un colectivo especialmente rechazado, la
gente no nos respeta del todo, los gays y las lesbianas pueden conseguir trabajo
en cualquier parte, pero a nosotras prdcticamente nos lanzan a la prostituciéon

como forma de conseguir dinero®.

Segons Silva i Ornat (2014), els fluxos de desplacament de zravestis i
dones trans s’estableixen segons una gran quantitat de mediacions entre ele-
ments del pafs d’origen, el Brasil en el cas especific de la publicacié i Espanya
com a destinacié. Segons aquesta reflexid, els desplacaments estan relacionats

7. Font: <http://www.eldiario.es/desalambre/inmigracion/prostitucion-inmigracion-mujeres-
discriminacion-explotacion_sexual _0_152934716.html>. Consulta: 12 de juliol de 2013.
8. Idem.
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amb el desig de deixar el Brasil per la vivencia de la transfobia, per la falta
d’oportunitats financeres al pafs d’origen o pel desig de «ser una europea,
com també per la distancia espacial de la familia, la qual cosa possibilita una
transformacié del cos sense crear conflictes. Com es veu actualment, hi ha
una gestié diaria dels mecanismes de regulacié, una accié que forma part
d’una paradoxa continua de les relacions espacials i il-legals. La dinamica de
la migracié transfronterera que realitzen aquestes persones forma part del que
Sassen (2003) anomena «contrageograﬁas de la globahzac1on» és a dir, en
certa manera forma part d’una economia subterrania, perd que tamb¢ utilitza
la infraestructura de 'economia formal.

En el cas de 'economia formal, Espanya ha experimentat un augment de
la inversi6 estrangera des del comengament de la seva participacié a la Comu-
nitat Europea I'any 1986. En un periode de dotze anys, el producte interior
brut del pais va créixer de 233,1 mil milions de dolars americans a 1,5 bilions
de dolars americans’. Segons Silva i Ornat (2014), el fet que el Brasil no vagi
experimentar aquest creixement econdmic en el mateix periode!® va suposar
una diferéncia que va constituir un element rellevant d’atraccié de travestis i
dones trans cap a Espanya (Silva i Ornat, 2014).

La gran recessié espanyola provocada per la crisi financera dels anys 2007 i
2008 (Bentolila et al., 2012; Ferreiro i Serrano, 2012) altera el flux migratori
entre aquests paisos. Amb una taxa de creixement del PIB I'any 2013 (Banc
Mundial) del —1,23% i una taxa d’atur del 26,6%, el flux migratori especific
entre el Brasil i Espanya va ser de 20.489 persones 'any 2018 (Instituto Nacio-
nal de Estadistica!!). E1 2011, segons Juliano Corregido (2012), 'emigracié va
superar la immigracid. Aquesta reduccié dels fluxos migratoris per pais d’origen
es mostra al grafic 112,

Segons Juliano Corregido (2012), hi ha una tendéncia que pot perllongar-
se i produir una disminucié de la poblacié espanyola. Es important assenyalar
que, segons I'autora, només el 10% de les persones que marxen tenen aquesta
nacionalitat, cosa que demostra un reflux dels corrents migratoris. Aixi, la crisi
economica espanyola produeix simultaniament un moviment de retorn als paisos
de Llatinoamerica i una reorganitzacié de les practiques de supervivencia espacial
a Espanya relacionades amb el lucratiu mercat de la prostitucié a Barcelona.

Alguns exemples de 'organitzacié espacial de la prostitucié a la Ciutat
Comtal fan referéncia als voltants de 'Arc de Triomf, la Rambla de Catalunya

9. Font: <http://www.worldbank.org/>

10. El perfode de 1991 a 2013 comptabilitza un creixement del PIB brasiler de 528,6 milers de
milions de dolars americans a 980,9 milers de milions de ddlars americans. Font: <http://
www.worldbank.org/>

11. Font: <http://www.ine.es/>

12. Font: <http://www.ine.es/jaxi/Tabla.htm?path=/t20/p277/prov/e01/10/&file=01004.
px&L=0>. Consulta: 5 d’abril de 2017. Els paisos que van ser consultats estan relacionats
amb les nacionalitats de zravestis i de dones trans que es van trobar exercint P'activitat de
la prostitucié al Camp Nou, districte de les Corts, a Barcelona, a través de dos treballs
de camp realitzats com a equip de 'organitzacié no governamental Metges del Mén, Cata-
lunya, durant el periode que anava de I'11 de juliol al 20 de setembre de 2016.
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Grafic 1. Flux d’immigracio6 exterior a Espanya segons el pais de naixement del migrant,
ambdos sexes
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Font: <https://transrespect.org/es/>.

i, en aquest estudi de cas, els carrers del barri de les Corts, als voltants del Camp
Nou, estadi del Futbol Club Barcelona.

L’existencia d’estrategies espacials de supervivencia esta relacionada amb
el fet que la prostitucié és un negoci molt rendible al territori espanyol.
Segons I’Associacié per a la Prevencid, Reinsercié i Atencié de la Dona
Prostituida'?, aproximadament el 39% dels espanyols paguen per obtenir
serveis sexuals. De la mateixa manera, tal com indica '«<Informe de la
Ponencia sobre la Prostitucién de la Comisién Mixta de los Derechos de
la Mujer de las Cortes Generales» (Boletin Oficial de las Cortes Generales,
2007), la despesa diaria en prostituci6é a Espanya era d’uns 50 milions
d’euros, més de 18.000 milions d’euros a I'any. Assenyalem que, atés que
aquestes dades es van publicar el 2007, és logic assumir una disminucié
d’aquests valors a partir de la crisi econdmica espanyola dels anys 2007-
2008, la qual cosa dona lloc a canvis en el propi funcionament de la pros-
titucid i en les practiques de supervivencia espacial.

Tot i que una gran part de la comprensié dels fluxos migratoris entre paisos
esta relacionada principalment amb el funcionament del sistema de capitals,
tal com va afirmar Mészdros (2002), i del mercat laboral, en el cas de les dones

13. Font: <http://apramp.org/>.
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travestis i trans, que, com s ha vist anteriorment, dificilment troben oportuni-
tats d’ocupacié a ’America Llatina, la rendibilitat de la prostitucié de #ravestis
i dones trans a Espanya constitueix un element d’eleccié espacial.

La incapacitat del sistema per funcionar segons una veritable igualtat també
esta relacionada amb el funcionament del génere com a mecanisme, el qual
regula les practiques humanes i crea ficcions de feminitats i de masculinitats
com si fossin naturals, tal com va proposar Butler (2003). Aquest mecanisme,
sostingut mitjangant la relacié entre el sexe, el génere i el desig, i alimentat per
discursos medics, juridics, biologics i, segons entenem, per discursos teologics
monoteistes, produeix identitats de genere intel-ligibles i inintel-ligibles. Esta
relacionat amb un sistema d’intel-ligibilitat que ignora la humanitat de les
persones, i entre elles les travestis i trans (Butler, 2008). Davant de la crisi
econdmica espanyola i el funcionament excloent del mecanisme de genere,
les travestis i les dones trans llatinoamericanes desenvolupen practiques de
supervivencia espacial, lluitant per romandre en territori espanyol a través
de la prostitucié a Barcelona.

Més concretament, aquest text es basa en els debats geografics actuals
sobre la complexitat de la vida quotidiana de #ravestis i dones trans, formada
per un procés continu de prohibicié espacial i de 'establiment d’estrategi-
es espacials de supervivencia que estan relacionades amb la paradoxa entre
espais prohibits i espacialitats relacionades amb la prostitucié (Boulevard,
2013; Lee, 2013; Nikaratty, 2013; Ornat, 2009, 2013; Garcia Reyes, 2013;
Riquelme, 2013; Silva, 2013).

L’espai prohibit s’estableix a partir de I'exercici de practiques reguladores
realitzades per persones que ocupen el centre de les relacions de poder. Es
refereix a la logica de funcionament de les relacions de poder, ja que es «revela
amb tota la seva for¢a quan es desafia lordre, i els intents de transgressié de
Iordre revelen els limits espacials que no s’han de superar per mantenir 'ordre»
(Silva, 2013: 159). Aquest ordre esta relacionat, en la vida de #ravestis i dones
trans, amb el funcionament del genere com a mecanisme (Butler, 2003), com
a matriu excloent.

Segons Butler (2003), aquesta matriu, que produeix identitats de gene-
re coherents, exigeix la produccié simultania d’éssers abjectes. Precisament,
'autora anomena abjectes aquelles persones que viuen a les zones invisibles
i inhabitables de la vida social i, des del nostre punt de vista, a través dels espais
inhabitables. Es gent que no gaudeix dels mateixos drets, que viu per sota del
que s'anomena subjecte. Com es veu en les seves paraules, el subjecte esta cons-
tituit per la «fuerza de la exclusion y la abyeccidn, una fuerza que produce un
exterior constitutivo del sujeto, un exterior abyecto que, después de todo, es
“interior” al sujeto como su propio repudio fundacional» (Butler, 2008: 20).
Entenem, segons assenyalen Freixas Farré i Juliano Corregido (2008), que és
aquesta logica de la jerarquia la que produeix una vida de marginacié social.

Segons Garcfa Reyes (2013), les dones trans (i entenem que aquestes decla-
racions també dialoguen amb I'experiencia zravesti) s'identifiquen amb aque-
lles persones que van néixer amb les caracteristiques biologiques associades a
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'univers masculi. No obstant aix0, construeixen la seva identitat segons les
practiques femenines, transgredint la linealitat entre sexe, genere i desig, amb la
qual cosa esdevenen un cos abjecte. Com assenyala I'autora, no hi ha cap con-
tinent en el qual les condicions de vida dels individus trans siguin reconegudes
politicament ni socialment!4. L’abséncia d’una condicié de ciutadania suposa
per a ells una situacié constant de violencia estructural que, en la majoria dels
casos, culmina amb persecucid, maltractaments i mort.

Segons Garcia Reyes (2013), la vida espacial d’aquestes dones trans té lloc
segons la criminalitzacié de la seva identitat, com a conseqi¢ncia de la incapa-
citat de les institucions socials per garantir-ne els drets basics.

L’experi¢ncia de violéncia estructural de zravestis i trans no es refereix exclu-
sivament a la violencia fisica o psicologica, siné que també esta relacionada amb
la violencia econdomica, que obliga aquestes persones a exercir la prostitucid.

Considerem que la violéncia econdmica es maximitza a Espanya com a
conseqiiencia de la gran recessié espanyola iniciada 'any 2007 (Bentolila et
al., 2012; Ferreiro 1 Serrano, 2012).

Per tant, corroborant les declaracions de Juliano Corregido (2012), les
condicions de vida es veuen alterades per la crisi econdmica, la qual cosa pro-
dueix canvis en les practiques de supervivencia dels migrants i, en el nostre cas,
travestis i dones trans llatinoamericanes residents a Barcelona.

El 2007 Espanya elabora la Llei d’identitat de genere, que produeix altera-
cions formals en les condicions de vida de les dones trans (Garcia Reyes, 2013).
Aixi i tot, segons Garcia Reyes (2013), no s’hi visualitza una transformacié de
la iniquitat social que va més enlla de la perspectiva formal. L'existéncia de les
travestis i de les dones trans es veu creuada per espais prohlblts i per espais de
reproducc1o social relacionats amb I'activitat de la prostitucid, locals d’exclusié
i d’acollida, al llarg de processos contradictoris i complementaris. La capacitat
de prohibicié socioespacial proporciona I'enfortiment de I'activitat de la prosti-
tucid, ates que aquest és un ambit que els possibilita reconeixement social, sigui
com sigui. Com mostra Ornat (2009), exclusié i inclusié no sén oposats, siné
complementaris, ates que formen una vivencia espacial paradoxal de zravestis i
dones trans en activitats de prostitucié.

Segons les afirmacions realitzades per Boulevard (2013), Lee (2013), Nika-
ratty (2013) i Riquelme (2013), la geografia de les ravestis i de les dones trans
és feta per exclusid, per prohibicié espacial i per violencia. Tanmateix, també
esta feta per la lluita per la supervivencia. Segons Boulevard (2013: 79), la vida
de les dones trans és una lluita sense fi: «lluita contra la mort, lluita contra els
prejudicis, lluita per la supervivencia». Aquestes discussions evidencien també
que la prostitucié és una activitat que forma part de 'existéncia de diverses
travestis i dones trans. Aquesta activitat té un costat pervers, perd també un de
positiu pel que fa la possibilitat d’ascendir socialment, la qual ha estat sobrevin-
guda pels guanys que pot proporcionar la prostitucié. Com afirma Nikaratty

14. Primera Conferencia Internacional d’Identitat de Genere i Drets Humans, organitzada a
Barcelona el mes juny de 2010 (Garcia Reyes, 2013).
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(2013), el seu somni era venir a Europa i aconseguir els diners que li permetes-
sin costejar dos apartaments mitjangant I'exercici de la prostitucid, perque al
retornar no hagués de dependre més d’aquesta activitat. D’acord amb aquesta
reflexid, les travestis i les dones trans han bastit ponts de desplacament entre
’America Llatina i Espanya que estan relacionats amb amigues que varen tenir
exit en I'exercici de la prostitucié espanyola, i aixo els facilita que s’incorporin
a aquesta activitat.

Aquesta afirmacié es relaciona amb el que defensa Juliano (Lurbe, 2000), ja
que la migracié no és un fenomen asexuat. Al contrari, esta relacionat amb el
genere i les sexualitats. Aquesta discussié apunta que la migracié fa referéncia
a 'ocupacié de llocs de treball que la poblacié receptora rebutja. Aixi doncs,
existeixen avantatges espacials relacionats amb el moviment migratori. Tal com
assenyalen Silva i Ornat (2014), aquests avantatges estan relacionats amb el
lucre de lactivitat de la prostitucié en el territori espanyol.

SiTactivitat de la prostitucié té relacié amb el funcionament del genere com
a mecanisme, és tamb¢ una de les estrategies de supervivencia que desenvolupen
les travestis i les dones trans per fer front a 'actuacié del sistema del capital,
que és incapag de treballar d’acord amb una perspectiva d’igualtat substantiva,
i encara més després de I'inici de la gran recessié espanyola que va tenir lloc els
anys 2007 i 2008. Comprenem el genere com a sistema del capital pel que fa
als mecanismes d’opressid, ates que es tracta de metodes que permeten controlar
operacions dels cossos. Aix{ doncs, a partir de la imaginacié propiciada per les
afirmacions de Scott (1995), en dialeg amb Hartmann (1976), s’afirma que el
sistema de capital i el mecanisme de genere, encara que siguin dos mecanismes
distints, estan relacionats. A més, com que no hi ha res que sigui casual, es
donen trobades situades que produeixen experiencies contextuals (Kelly, 1979).
Seguint Foucault (1977), podem afirmar que aquests mecanismes realitzen
una subjeccié constant de les persones mitjangant una imposicié de docilitat
o d’utilitat. Cal assenyalar que, segons I'autor, cada mecanisme esta relacionat
amb una formacié especifica del saber i amb un exercici especific del poder.

Tractant-se del sistema del capital, tal com es veu a I'afirmacié de Mészdros
(2002: 268), «seria un miracle si el “microcosmos” del sistema del capital fos
ordenat segons el principi d’igualtat real. En conjunt, aquest sistema no pot
mantenir-se sense reproduir, amb exit i de manera constant, les relacions de
poder historicament especifiques». Aixi doncs, per 'autor, la constitucié del sis-
tema de capital, feta per personificacions del treball, del capital i de I'Estat, no
pot ser més que la propia perpetuacié d’un conjunt d’injusticies fonamentals.

Entenem que les practiques espacials de supervivencia, que sén elaborades
per travestis i dones trans llatinoamericanes residents a la ciutat de Barcelona,
tenen relacié amb la crisi de funcionament del sistema del capital a Espanya,
perd també com a funcionament del mecanisme de genere, per dos motius.
Primerament, pel fet que comprenen un grup que és dissident respecte a la
linealitat entre sexe, génere i desig, i, per tant, dialogant amb el funcionament
del mecanisme de genere. Aixi doncs, comprenem aquesta relacid, sustentada
en les afirmacions de Butler (1997). Segons l'autora, existeix, d’'una banda,
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una objeccié marxista respecte als estudis culturals com si la problematitzacié
de la cultura disminufs el marxisme. D’altra banda, ’autora identifica una
tendéncia a relegar la comprensié de nous moviments socials a I'esfera del cul-
tural, preocupant-se del que ella anomena «merament cultural» i interpretant
aquestes politiques culturals dividides en faccions, de forma particularista.

Segons l'autora, el focus cultural de la politica d’esquerra va abandonar la
comprensié materialista i marxista, perque no va tractar 'equitat econdmica o
de redistribucié de la riquesa produida. Va fallar per no situar la cultura en ter-
mes de comprensié sistematica dels tipus de reproduccié social. Segons Butler
(1997), aquesta configuracié neix de la presumpcié que el postestructuralisme
impedeix el marxisme i que qualsevol possibilitat de comprendre la vida social
de manera sistematica es veu perjudicada per una interpretacié que considera
que el postestructuralisme és destructiu, relativista i politicament paralitzant.
Neix d’una distincié estable entre la vida material i la cultural.

Per tant, la nostra problematica se sosté en I'afirmacié que la vivencia de les
travestis i de les dones trans no esta relacionada amb el mén «merament gen-
deritzat o sexualitzat». Aquest genere, entés com a mecanisme, no és derivat o
secundari respecte al funcionament del sistema de capital i de la seva situacié de
crisi a Espanya, siné que s’hi relaciona constituint uns mecanismes d’opressié
que tenen com a resposta I'establiment de practiques espacials de supervivencia
realitzades per #ravestis i dones trans a Barcelona.

3. Les practiques espacials de supervivencia de #ravestis i dones trans
llatinoamericanes a Espanya, i més enlla

Les argumentacions d’aquest debat es basen en els resultats de la realitzacié d’una
entrevista amb la coordinadora de I'agencia ABITS per a 'abordatge integral del
treball sexual i una altra amb la regidora de Feminismes i LGTBI (Lesbianes,
Gais, Transsexuals, Bisexuals i Intersexuals) / Regidoria de Districte de Sants-
Montjuic, de 'Ajuntament de Barcelona; dotze registres de diaris de camp al
districte de les Corts, als voltants del Camp Nou —estadi del Futbol Club Barce-
lona—, on té lloc la practica de la prostitucié de carrer per part de #ravestis i dones
trans; a més de 'analisi de les dades recollides a Erosguia i Mileroticos, webs espa-
nyoles d’anuncis relacionats amb I'exercici de la prostitucié. A partir dels dotze
treballs de camp realitzats a través d’un periode de voluntariat a 'organitzacié no
governamental Metges del Mdn, Catalunya, va ser possible cartografiar les nacio-
nalitats i la propia organitzacié espacial de I'exercici de la prostitucié al Camp
Nou, com es veu als grafics 2 i 3 i a 'organitzacié espacial respectiva.

Tal com s’ha vist als grafics 2 i 3, aproximadament el 70% de les dones
trans que exerceixen la prostitucié al Camp Nou sén migrants (grafic 2). Pel
que fa referéncia especificament a cada nacionalitat (grafic 3), les principals
s6n, percentualment, les peruanes, les venegolanes, les colombianes i les brasi-
leres. En destaca el fet que, del total de persones que exerceixen la prostitucio,
hi trobem un maxim de 29 dones trans el dia 26 d’agost i un minim de 14 el
dia 20 de setembre de 2016.
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Grafic 2. Distribucié relativa de les dones trans en I'activitat de prostitucio a I'area del Camp
Nou. Informacié detallada per dia de treball de camp i segons si s6n espanyoles o immigrants
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Font: treball de camp realitzat al Camp Nou entre els dies 25 de juny i 12 de setembre de 2016.

Grafic 3. Dones trans en I'activitat de prostitucié a I'area del Camp Nou. Informacié detallada
per dia de treball de camp i segons si s6n espanyoles o immigrants
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Font: treball de camp realitzat al Camp Nou entre els dies 25 de juny i 12 de setembre de 2016.
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Figura 2. Organitzacié geografica de la prostitucié trans per nacionalitats. Area del Camp Nou

Font: treball de camp realitzat al Camp Nou entre els dies 25 de juny i 12 de setembre de 2016.

Respecte a la cartografia realitzada sobre I'organitzaci6 espacial de I'exercici
de la prostitucié de travestis i dones trans al Camp Nou, la vivencia d’aquesta
espacialitat per a la recollida de les dades de camp, i tal com s’ha evidenciat en
les converses mantingudes, tant amb la coordinadora de I'agéncia ABITS com
amb la regidora de Feminismes i LGTBI de I'’Ajuntament de Barcelona, les
informacions recollides evidencien que, encara que el grup fos petit, les dones
trans que exerceixen la prostitucié al Camp Nou treballen molt. També, a
partir de I'observacié del treball de camp, se les veu entrar i sortir dels cotxes
constantment. En dues hores fan al voltant de quatre programes i tornen a
casa seva amb uns 400 euros, la qual cosa posa de manifest que la demanda
establerta en aquest lloc és de dones amb penis, ates que la majoria de les que
hi ha no sén operades.

Especiﬁcament en relacié amb l’expressic’) dona trans, segons una coordi-
nadora de I agenaa ABITS, a Espanya s’entén que aquestes persones ja estan
en un procés transsexualitzador a partir del moment en que inicien la ingesta
d’hormones. A Espanya el terme #ravesti s’entén com a crossdresser, un home
que es vesteix amb roba femenina. Aixi, tota persona que comenga una trans-
formacié del seu cos mitjangant la utilitzacié d’hormones, la col-locacié de sili-
cona o la realitzacié de depilacions ja es troba en un procés transsexualitzador.

Tal com s’ha dit a I'inici d’aquesta reflexid, la vivencia quotidiana de #7a-
vestis 1 de dones trans que exerceixen 'activitat de la prostitucié dialoga amb
Iorganitzacié espacial on es desenvolupa aquesta activitat i amb les legislacions
que regulen 'ds i 'ocupacié de 'espai public.
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Més enlla del fet que I'exercici de la prostitucié a Barcelona té lloc majo-
ritariament al districte de les Corts'> —especificament als voltants del Camp
Nou—, un element que hem de considerar en aquesta comprensié fa referéncia
a la disposicié, 'any 2006, d’una ordenan¢a municipal que regula I'ds de I'espai
public en aquesta ciutat. Aquesta ordenanga estableix les mesures necessaries
per fomentar i garantir la convivencia ciutadana.

Tanmateix, a més d’'un conjunt de normes d’ts de I'espai public, els articles
39 i 40 d’aquesta ordenanca també hi prohibien I'exercici de la prostitucid.
Concretament, 'article 39 especifica que (1) «esta prohibit oferir, sol-licitar,
negociar o acceptar, directament o indirectament, serveis sexuals pagats a I'es-
pai public», especialment a (2) «espais situats a menys de dos-cents metres de
distancia dels centres educatius on s’imparteixen ensenyaments del sistema
general del sistema educatiun.

A Tlarticle 40, el decret estableix les sancions relacionades amb aquesta
accié: (2) «Els agents de l'autoritat o serveis municipals [...] es limitaran pri-
mer a recordar a aquestes persones que aquestes practiques estan prohibides
per aquesta Ordenanga».

Aquest mateix article estableix que, si s’insisteix a practicar aquesta activitat
prohibida sense abandonar el lloc, s’iniciara el procediment administratiu san-
cionador i es multara amb 750 euros. En cas de reiteracid, es considerara falta
molt greu i s’aplicaran multes per valor de 1.500 a 3.000 euros.

Cal destacar que aquesta regulacié multava tant les persones que oferien
serveis sexuals com les que contractaven aquests serveis.

Tal com es mostra a I'entrevista realitzada amb la regidora de Feminismes
i LGTBI, encara que 'ordenanca va ser elaborada I'any 2006, es va comencar
aaplicar el 2012, se seguia el consens politic a Barcelona que la prostitucié era
una activitat que hauria de ser abolida, i no protegida.

Els relats compilats al diari de camp indiquen que algunes zravestis brasi-
leres havien contret deutes per un import de 30.000 euros amb I"Ajuntament
de Barcelona, ates que els seus llocs d’exercici de la prostitucié es trobaven a
I'anomenada zona universitaria, a poca distancia de les facultats de la Universitat
Politecnica de Catalunya (I'Escola Tecnica Superior d’Arquitectura de Barce-
lona, I'Escola Tecnica Superior d’Enginyeria Industrial de Barcelona, I'Escola
Politecnica Superior d’Edificacié de Barcelona, la Facultat de Matematiques i
Estadjistica i el Barcelona Knowledge Campus), totes localitzades al Camp Nou.

Per tant, és logic entendre que aquesta ordenanga municipal hagi interferit
en la logica de l'activitat de la prostitucié al Camp Nou, la qual cosa explica en
part el reduit nombre de dones trans que hi treballen actualment.

Tal com s’explica a 'entrevista realitzada a la coordinadora de I'agencia
ABITS, a Espanya no hi ha cap legislacié que prohibeixi la prostitucid, ni cap
llei que protegeixi les persones involucrades en aquesta activitat, perd es manté
la prohibicié del proxenetisme i del trafic d’éssers humans amb la finalitat
d’explotar-los sexualment.

15. Les Corts és un dels districtes de Barcelona amb més valor al mercat immobiliari.
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Segons comenta la coordinadora, després de 'aprovacié d’aquesta ordenan-
¢a, diversos municipis en van aprovar de similars, principalment poblacions
de les zones costaneres de Catalunya, que reben un gran nombre de turistes.

Tal com s’assenyala en aquesta mateixa entrevista, encara que les raves-
tis i les dones trans exerceixin I'activitat de la prostitucié al Camp Nou, no
viuen en aquest lloc, ates el valor dels immobles. Per tant, és evident que es
mouen en espais fisics molt limitats a les relacions socials que estableixen a
través de la seva feina. Aix{ doncs, el desplacament espacial és una de les seves
practiques de supervivencia.

En relacié amb una practica espacial especifica anomenada «territori dis-
continu paradoxal de la prostitucié #ravesti» (Ornat, 2013), del 100% de les
ciutats que havien estat llocs de prostitucié mavesti en el moment de realitzar
aquesta investigacio, el 26,89% estaven relacionades amb altres paisos a més del
Brasil, com ara Alemanya, Argentina, Espanya, Franca, Italia, Portugal i Suissa.
En el cas de les ciutats espanyoles que s'indiquen com a llocs d’exercici de la
prostitucid, hi trobem Barcelona, Bilbao, Gran Canaria, Laguna de Duero, Las
Palmas, Marbella, Madrid, Malaga, Murcia, Oviedo, Puerto de la Cruz, Reus,
Salamanca, Santander, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Valencia i Saragossa. En el cas
de les ciutats italianes, s'indiquen Bérgamo, Brescia, Mila, Piacenza i Roma.

Aquesta altra manera de practicar la prostitucié també va ser indicada al
llarg de les entrevistes amb la regidora de Feminismes i LGTBI i amb la coor-
dinadora de I'agéncia ABITS, segons la qual es produeix un gran desplagament
de travestis i de dones trans que viuen de la prostitucié a Barcelona entre les
ciutats de Madrid, Mila, Paris i Vigo. Per tant, sén semblants als trasllats que
realitzen les travestis al Brasil entre ciutats d’aquest mateix pafs (Ornat, 2013).
L’agencia ABITS també ha trobat una complexa xarxa de connexié amb Italia
que esta estructurada a partir d’'una persona resident a Barcelona que porta
travestis i dones trans de ’America Llatina a Espanya, amb la qual cosa estableix
un pont entre ’America Llatina, Barcelona i Italia. Aquesta articulacié espacial
relaciona Veneguela, Brasil, Espanya (Barcelona) i Italia.

Una altra connexié espacial indicada en aquesta entrevista relaciona les
ciutats de Barcelona i Madrid, Mila i Floréncia, el nord d’Italia i Montpeller
i Marsella, a Franga. Segons aquesta entrevistada, la caracteristica de connexié
espacial estava relacionada amb el tema de la documentacid, pel fet que moltes
travestis o dones trans que no disposaven de documents farien el desplacament
amb autobus a causa del menor control de la policia fronterera i de la facilitat
de fer un desplagament espacial nocturn entre ciutats en un temps de dotze a
catorze hores. Les travestis i les dones trans que es desplacen cap a Italia i Franga
serien doncs dones trans documentades.

Segons la regidora de Feminismes i LGTBI, i d’acord amb els treballs rea-
litzats per ’Ajuntament de Barcelona, s’havia trobat un apartament on vivien
set trans llatines que exercien la prostitucié de luxe. D’acord amb les explica-
cions d’aquesta persona, aquest apartament experimentava una rotacié quasi
setmanal. En conversa amb aquestes dones trans, es va assenyalar que aquest
apartament era un punt de connexié espacial entre Barcelona i les illes gre-
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gues. Aix{ doncs, aquests apartaments serien una connexié entre una practica
espacial d’exercici de la prostitucié relacionada amb la prostitucié de carrer i
la relacionada amb els anuncis.

Sobre aquesta practica espacial de I'exercici de la prostitucié, vam reco-
llir informacions localitzades en dues webs espanyoles d’anuncis anomenades
Erosguia'® i\ Mileroticos'’. Concretament, a la web Erosguia es van trobar un
total de 76 anuncis durant el periode de recollida, i a la web Mileroticos se’n
van trobar prop de 50 dintre de la mateixa etapa. Dels anuncis que hi havia a
les dues webs que contenien informacié d’autoidentificacié!8, el 81% de les
dades estaven relacionades amb els termes #ravesti i trans. Com ja s’ha comen-
tat al present article, hi ha una plasticitat entre els termes dona trans, travesti
i trans, assenyalant el fet que aquestes denominacions varien segons els espais
habituals de la vida quotidiana (Missé, 2012; Massey, 2008; McDowell, 1999;
Butler, 2003).

Respecte a la nacionalitat o a la regié d’origen, en un percentatge considerable
d’anuncis aquesta informacié no hi sortia'®. No obstant aixd, en relacié amb el
que indicaven aquestes dades, la distribucié era la segiient: Brasil, un 34,78%;
Espanya, un 17,39%; Veneguela, un 15,22%; I’America Llatina, un 8,70%;
Colombia, un 8,70%; Carib, un 6,52; Mexic, un 4.35%; Paraguai, un 2,17%,
i Puerto Rico, un 2,17%. Es evident que la suma dels percentatges relacionats
amb 'America Llatina suposa el 82,61% del total. A més d’aquesta informa-
cid, les dades referents a I'edat indicada a 'anunci?® mostren que el grup és
considerablement jove, perque esta situat en un rang que oscil-la entre els 18 i
els 35 anys (de 18 a 20 anys, un 9,21%; de 21 a 30 anys, un 86,84%, i de 31 a
35 anys, un 3,95%).

Concretament, en referéncia a les ciutats indicades en el conjunt d’anuncis,
en totes dues webs n’hi apareixien 44 d’espanyoles, 15 de les quals mostraven
una intensitat superior al 2%. Eren Palma de Mallorca (un 11,1%), Madrid
(un 10,3%), Barcelona (un 5,6%), Girona (un 4,8%), Lleida (un 3,8%),

16. <http://www.erosguia.com/>. La cerca es fa a partir de Ment > Travestis. Tot i aixi, a cada
anunci pot donar-se una correspondéncia amb aquest terme o la utilitzacié d’altres termes,
com ara, per exemple, frans. Aquesta web existeix des de 2004. Els anuncis alteraven les
seves posicions cada dia d’accés a la web. Dades recollides entre el 30 de juny de 2016 i el
7 de juliol de 2016.

17. <https://www.mileroticos.com/>. La cerca va ser realitzada a partir de 7ravestis en Espafia
> Ment > Travestis > Elige Provincia. En el moment de fer-ne la recollida de la informacid,
al peu de pagina hi constava el missatge segiient: «Suma de anuncios publicados y anuncios
subidos a primera posicién». La publicacié de I'anunci és gratuita. Tot i aixi, hi ha venda
de lots de visibilitat (Anuncio Top, Destacado i Subir Automdtico). Dades recollides entre
el 30 de juny de 2016 i el 7 de juliol de 2016. Encara que no han estat objecte de recollida
de dades, hi ha unes altres webs per a la prostitucié de travestis i dones trans a Espanya:
Nuevologuo, Pasion, Sexobarato, Taiakashemales, Teletravesti, Travestiguide, Travestipro i
LidereScort. El volum de les webs mostra la importancia i la intensitat dels contactes entre
travestis 1 dones trans i clients.

18. Un 30,95% dels anuncis no tenia aquesta informacio.

19. Un 63,49% dels anuncis no tenia aquesta informacié.

20. Un 39,68% dels anuncis no tenia aquesta informacid.
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Valéncia (un 4,8%), Alacant (un 4,0%), Eivissa (un 4,0%), Malaga (un 4,0%),
Bilbao (un 2%), Sant Sebastia (un 3,2%), Sevilla (un 3,2%), Tarragona (un
2,4%) i Terrassa (un 2,4%)?2!.

Aixi, segons la informacié obtinguda a les entrevistes realitzades amb la
coordinadora de I'agéencia ABITS i amb la regidora de Feminismes i LGTBI,
aquests llocs no funcionen com a punts fixos, siné que sén un element més
de la complexitat de la prostitucié de travestis i dones trans llatinoamericanes
a Barcelona i més enlla, ja que el desplagament espacial, considerat com un
dels elements de les practiques espacials d’aquestes persones, no esta relacionat
només amb Espanya, siné també amb diversos paisos d’Europa, tal com s’ha
indicat anteriorment.

Durant una recerca realitzada entre 2008 i 2011 (Ornat, 2011), es van
entrevistar 19 #ravestis que vivien de la practica de la prostitucié al sud del Bra-
sil, moltes de les quals havien tingut experie¢ncia en I'activitat de la prostitucié
a Europa o coneixien travestis que havien viscut aquesta experiencia.

Aquestes entrevistes es van realitzar entre els anys 2008 i 2010, per tant,
més enlla del seu contingut, la informacié facilitada dialoga profundament
amb la proposta d’aquesta reflexié. La #ravesti anomenada Atena?? havia
indicat que en deu anys havia ajudat més de cent travestis a desplagar-se a
Europa. Afrodite?? va afirmar a la seva entrevista que havia viscut cinc anys
a Europa, i que va ser per aquesta experiencia, que també era de millora de
les condicions de vida, que «es van obrir les portes, tots els bragos oberts,
i vaig tornar amb una situacié financera millor, comprant casa, comprant
cotxe, comprant aixo i alld, comprant regals, amb ajuda». Aquesta millora
va suposar un estalvi de 10.000 dolars americans i la possibilitat d’adquirir
béns als quals abans li era impossible accedir. A la seva entrevista, Tetis?*
va indicar:

[...] hi ha paies que van a Italia i que es fan riques en tres mesos, n’hi ha
d’altres que es fan riques en tres anys i n’hi ha d’altres que en porten trenta,
aix{ que és rapid i no és rapid. N’hi ha algunes que triguen molt més temps i
d’altres que ni ho aconsegueixen.

Dione? va explicar a la seva entrevista que havia entrat a Europa per Por-
tugal 'any 1991 (recordem que tant Portugal com Espanya van ingressar a

21. Les altres ciutats d’Espanya amb un percentatge d’informacié en anuncis inferiors al 2%
eren: Algesires, Burgos, Cabanes, Castellé de la Plana, Cordova, La Corunya, Gijén, Igua-
lada, Las Palmas, Logrofio, Los Cristianos, Lugo, Manresa, Marbella, Menorca, Mtrcia,
Pamplona, Ponferrada, Roquetas de Mar, Sabadell, Salamanca, Torremolinos, Torrevieja,
Vic, Vigo, Vilafranca del Penedes, Vitoria i Saragossa.

22. Amb Pobjectiu de protegir aquestes fonts, vam optar per utilitzar noms que es referissin a
les figures femenines contingudes a les mitologies grega i romana. Entrevista realitzada amb
Atena, al balneari Camboritt/SC/Brasil, el 26 de maig de 2009.

23. Entrevista realitzada amb Afrodite, a Curitiba/PR/Brasil, el 31 de juliol de 2008.

24. Entrevista realitzada amb Tetis, a Florianépolis/SC/Brasil, el dia 25 de maig de 2009.

25. Entrevista realitzada amb Dione, a Londrina/PR/Brasil, el 27 de marg de 2009.
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la Unié Europea el 1986)%°, un moment en que la diferéncia del benefici en
Iexercici de la prostitucié entre ’America Llatina i Europa era immensa. Va
relatar també que havia treballat a Portugal, a Espanya, a Franga, a Italia, a
Suissa i a Alemanya. Igual que Afrodite, Eris?” va dir que havia construit tota
la seva vida a partir del temps que havia exercit la prostitucié a Europa:

[...] comprar el meu pis, el meu cotxe, tinc dues cases, una granja, i tot a tra-
vés de la prostitucié. Aix{ que tot ho vaig treure d’Europa. El cost de la vida a
Europa és el triple, es guanya més, tens més clients. En aquell moment cobrava
en lliures esterlines, les canviava per dolars i anava estalviant aquests diners.

Si aquests discursos mostrats més amunt feien referéncia a la decada de
1990 o a l'inici del segle xx1, el discurs d’Hipolita?® ens presenta el periode
de transicié entre el que era denominat per elles el periode de «vaques grasses»
i linici del perfode de «vaques magres». A I'entrevista realitzada amb aquesta
travesti la seva vivencia era concomitant amb la de la seva amiga a Espanya,
'any 2008. Aix{, segons el seu discurs:

[...] fa cinquanta euros el programa, perd paga vuit-cents euros per setmana
pel pis, entens? Llavors, per qué les travestis que van a Europa no tornen més
riques com passava abans? [...] va dir que sén cinquanta euros. Es dolords, a
Espanya les ciutats s6n les més dificils per guanyar diners, perqueé no et pots
quedar al carrer, només al pis, en una agencia. Aix{ que és complicat, llavors
has de donar vint euros a la dona del pis, va dir que era una victima.

Aixi, les practiques espacials de supervivencia de zravestis i de dones trans
llatinoamericanes a Espanya es basen en tres grans contextos:

El relacionat amb les experiencies transfobiques quotidianes estructurades a
I’America Llatina, la qual cosa en motiva el desplacament cap a Europa.

La convivencia a Barcelona previa a 'ordenanca municipal de 'any 20006,
que prohibeix la prostitucid a l'espai public, i després del comengament de
Iaplicacié de les multes el 2012, la qual cosa, segons el nostre punt de vista,
enforteix la tercera situacid.

Els anuncis a la xarxa i el desplacament entre ciutats mitjangant una prac-
tica especifica (Ornat, 2013), a la recerca de conquestes espacials cada vegada
més amplies i de enfortiment de la possibilitat de romandre a Europa.

4. Consideracions finals

Aquest text analitza les practiques de supervivencia espacial desenvolupades per #7a-
vestis i dones trans llatinoamericanes a la ciutat de Barcelona. Al llarg de la reflexié
realitzada, parlem sobre persones que viuen un procés diari continu de prohibicié

26. <http://europa.cu/european-union/about-eu/countries/member-countries/spain_pt>.
27. Entrevista realitzada amb Eris, a Porto Alegre/RS/Brasil, el 21 de desembre de 2010.
28. Entrevista realitzada amb Hipolita, a Ponta Grossa/PR/Brasil, el dia 11 de setembre de 2008.
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situacional i d’establiment d’estrategies espacials de supervivencia. Una imbricacié
paradoxal entre llocs prohibits i espacialitat relacionada amb la prostitucié.

El desplagament cap a Europa realitzat per part de zravestis i de dones trans
llatinoamericanes i, més especificament, cap a Espanya i Barcelona és un dels
resultats d’un calcul basat en la comparacié dels beneficis obtinguts amb I'exer-
cici de la prostitucié a ’America Llatina i a Europa. Per tant, aquesta migracié
no és un fenomen asexuat, ja que es constitueix obtenint avantatges mitjangant
el desplacament en relacié amb la rendibilitat de la prostitucié a Espanya.

Ates que aquestes experlenaes espacials interactuen tant amb el funciona-
ment del mecanisme de genere com amb el sistema de capltal la trobada entre
aquests dos mecanismes és contextualitzada i produeix experiencies concretes per
a persones concretes. En aquest cas, per a #ravestis i dones trans llatinoamericanes.

Per tant, entenem les practiques de supervivencia espacial de #ravestis i
dones trans llatinoamericanes a Espanya a partir de tres situacions principals.
La primera situacié esta relacionada amb una vida quotidiana estructurada a
I’America Llatina d’acord amb un conjunt d’exclusions socials i de prohibicions
espacials que motiven, segons la rendibilitat comparativa més gran de 'exercici
de la prostitucié a Espanya, el desplacament cap a Europa. No obstant aixo,
cal afegir uns altres elements a aquesta comprensié que conformen unes altres
situacions i uns altres contextos d’analisi.

Un d’aquests contextos esta relacionat amb la vida a Barcelona abans de I'orde-
nanga municipal de 2006 que prohibeix la prostitucié a 'espai public de la ciutat
i després de I'inici de I'aplicacié de multes I'any 2012, la qual cosa fomenta I'esta-
bliment de noves practiques espacials per a I'exercici de la prostituci i augmenta
les possibilitats de rendibilitat d’aquesta activitat mitjangant la publicitat a la xarxa
o fent el que s’anomena «plaga» per part de #ravestis i dones transsexuals, és a dir,
dur a terme un desplagament entre ciutats, utilitzant una practica ja assenyalada en
altres investigacions, a la recerca de conquestes espacials cada vegada més amplies.

No hi ha cap linia divisoria entre aquestes accions. Al contrari, hi ha zones
temporals de solapament en les quals un tipus d’exercici de la prostitucié dis-
minueix en intensitat de manera concomitant amb I'enfortiment d’una altra
modalitat. En aquesta logica d’establiment de practiques de supervivencia, cada
context posterior a 'entrada a Europa dialoga amb les forces d’expulsié en els
llocs d’origen i les forces d’atraccié dels llocs de destinacid, experimentats abans
i després del periode de crisi econdmica que va tenir una punta de turbuléncies
financeres a Espanya en els anys 2007 i 2008.
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Abstract

Homonormativity has become a hegemonic concept within geographies of sexualities, with
critical scholars emphasizing exclusionary practices towards specific ‘unwanted” subjects.
However, the literature has ignored the role of one of the main sources of bias and discrimi-
nation for gay men: HIV-positivity. The paper seeks to start to fill this void by showing
how the geographies of homonormativity and the migration paths of gay men living with
HIV often overlap. The paper builds a diversified and situated account of homonormative
spaces as spaces of (relative) privilege and inclusion by looking at the everyday practices and
experiences of Italian and French gay migrants living with HIV in Barcelona, the Catalan
capital. When considering everyday practices, the paper focuses on three characteristics
usually associated with neoliberal homonormativity: individualism; privatization, domesti-
cation and sanitization of sexual life; exaltation of coupledom. Methodologically the paper
results from fieldwork conducted in Barcelona in 2014, including 16 in-depth interviews
with Italian and French gay migrants living with HIV.

Keywords: homonormativity; Barcelona; stigma; individualism; domestication of sexual life

Resum. Inclusid de ['homonormativitat en el mén de les ciutats: el cas dels immigrants gais
seropositius a Barcelona

L’homonormativitat ha esdevingut un concepte hegemonic dins de les geografies de les sexua-
litats, i els academics critics emfatitzen les practiques d’exclusié en subjectes especifics «no
desitjats». No obstant aixo, la literatura ha ignorat el paper d’una de les principals fonts de
biaix i discriminacié per als homes homosexuals: la positivitat al VIH. El document pretén
omplir aquest buit mostrant que les geografies d’homonormativitat i les rutes de migracié
d’homes homosexuals amb VIH se superposen. El document construeix un relat diversificat
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i situat dels espais homonormatius com a espais de privilegis (relatius) i inclusié observant les
practiques i experiéncies quotidianes d’emigrants gais seropositius italians i francesos a Bar-
celona, la capital catalana. En considerar les practiques quotidianes, I'article se centra en tres
caracterfstiques generalment associades amb ’homonormativitat neoliberal: individualisme;
privatitzacié, domesticacié i higiene de la vida sexual; i exaltacié de la parella. Metodologica-
ment, els resultats del treball de camp realitzats a Barcelona el 2014 inclouen 16 entrevistes
en profunditat a immigrants homosexuals italians i francesos amb VIH.

Paraules clau: homonormativitat; Barcelona; estigma; individualisme; domesticacié de la
vida sexual

Resumen. Inclusién de la homonormatividad en el mundo de las ciudades: el caso de los
inmigrantes gais seropositivos en Barcelona

La homonormatividad se ha convertido en un concepto hegeménico dentro de las geo-
graffas de las sexualidades, y las investigaciones criticas enfatizan las prdcticas de exclusién
hacia sujetos especificos «no deseados». Sin embargo, la literatura ha ignorado el papel de
una de las principales fuentes de sesgo y discriminacién para los hombres homosexuales: la
positividad al VIH. El documento pretende llenar este vacio mostrando que las geografias
de homonormatividad y las rutas de migracién de hombres homosexuales con VIH se
superponen. El articulo hace un relato diversificado y situado de los espacios homonorma-
tivos como espacios de (relativo) privilegio e inclusién al observar las pricticas y experiencias
cotidianas de los inmigrantes homosexuales VIH positivos italianos y franceses en Barce-
lona, la capital catalana. Al considerar las pricticas cotidianas, el articulo se centra en tres
caracterfsticas generalmente asociadas con la homonormatividad neoliberal: individualismo;
privatizacién, domesticacién e higiene de la vida sexual; y exaltacién de la pareja. Metodo-
légicamente, los resultados del trabajo de campo realizados en Barcelona en 2014 incluyen
16 entrevistas en profundidad a inmigrantes homosexuales italianos y franceses con VIH.

Palabras clave: homonormatividad; Barcelona; estigma; individualismo; domesticacién
de la vida sexual

Résumé. Inclusion de I'homonormativité dans le monde des villes : le cas des migrants
séropositifs & Barcelone

L’homonormativité est devenue un concept hégémonique au sein des géographies des
sexualités, et certains spécialistes critiques mettent accent sur les pratiques d’exclusion
concernant certains sujets spécifiques « non désirés ». Cependant, la littérature a ignoré
le role de 'une des principales sources de biais et de discrimination chez les hommes
homosexuels : la séropositivité pour le VIH. Le document vise a2 combler cette lacune en
montrant comment les zones géographiques s’inscrivant dans ’homonormativité et les
trajectoires de migration des hommes homosexuels séropositifs se chevauchent souvent. Le
document construit un récit diversifié et localisé d’espaces homonormatifs en tant qu’es-
paces privilégiés (relatifs) et d’inclusion tout en observant les expériences et les pratiques
quotidiennes des migrants séropositifs italiens et francais & Barcelone, la capitale catalane.
Lorsqu’il examine les pratiques quotidiennes, article se concentre sur trois caractéristiques
généralement associées 4 '’homonormativité néolibérale : individualisme ; privatisation,
domestication et hygi¢ne de la vie sexuelle ; exaltation du couple. Méthodologiquement,
les résultats du travail effectué a Barcelone en 2014 comprennent 16 entretiens approfondis
avec des immigrants italiens et francais homosexuels atteints du VIH.

Mots-clés: homonormativité; Barcelone; stigmatisation; individualisme; domestication
de la vie sexuelle
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1. Introduction

Amsterdam, Barcelona, Berlin, London, Madrid, Paris: these are just some
examples of the cities around Europe that have become ‘world gay cities’in
recent decades, attracting thousands of gay and lesbian tourists and new res-
idents, and hosting mega-events for the ‘pink consumer’. With increasing
international competition to attract investments and capital, entrepreneurial
city governments have invested in the promotion of Gay Villages and ‘rain-
bow’ events, including Pride festivals, as markers of the cosmopolitan and
tolerant nature of the “wannabe global” city (e.g. Binnie and Skeggs, 2004;
Rushbrook, 2002). The triumph of this entrepreneurial model of urban gov-
ernance occurred alongside the affirmation of a “new homonormativity”, a
concept introduced by Lisa Duggan in 2002 that rapidly came to include all
the issues concerning the relation between urban LGBT communities and
neoliberalism. Focusing on how specific subjects claim (and obtain) access
to conservative state and market institutions, the multiple contributions to
this debate have highlighted the dynamics of selective inclusion and privilege
driving homonormativity, race and class/consuming capacity representing the
main sources of discrimination and exclusion (e.g. Collins, 2009; Elder, 2004;
Nast, 2002; Puar, 2002; 2006; Richardson, 2005; Visser, 2008).

When reviewing the construction of the notions of inclusion and exclusion
in these studies, it is astonishing to register the lack of interest and conside-
ration for what has been one of the most historically relevant issues of discri-
mination and exclusion towards gay men: HIV-AIDS. Activists and scholars
denounced the ways in which HIV-AIDS was used to promote homophobic
discourse, hate and discrimination (e.g. Cadwell, 1991; Christiansen and Han-
son, 1996; Herek and Glunt, 1988). Despite the improvements in therapies
and life expectancy for people living with HIV, HIV-related stigma remains
pervasive (Elmore, 2006a; Murphy et al., 2016; Parker and Aggleton, 2003).
However we do not find any serious engagement about inclusion/exclusion,
othering and discrimination towards HIV-positive gay men in the vast literature
on homonormativity.

The aim of this paper is to try to start to fill this void by showing how the
geographies of homonormativity and the migration paths of gay men living
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with HIV often overlap. The main argument developed is that the homonor-
mative ‘world gay city’ can be a welcoming place for gay men living with HIV,
serving as the place to re-imagine the self, experience new social and communal
life avoiding prejudice and discrimination thanks to an inclusive social envi-
ronment. The paper builds on those studies that have shown how migration
plays a central role in the life experiences of HIV-positive people for different
reasons: i) escaping bias/discrimination; ii) finding more services available;
iii) receiving support and care from people they love (e.g. Buehler et al., 1995;
Di Feliciantonio, 2018; Ellis, 1996; Elmore, 2006b; London et al., 2004;
Tatum and Schoech, 1992; Wood et al., 2000).

By accounting for the overlapping geographles of homonormativity and
HIV-positive gay migration, the paper questions issues of inclusion/exclusion
underpinning most literature on homonormativity. Inspired by recent stud-
ies in gay migration literature! focused on the situatedness of the migratory
experience (e.g. Di Feliciantonio and Gadelha, 2016; Gorman-Murray, 2007;
2009; Lewis, 2012; 2013; 2014), the paper builds a diversified and situated
account of homonormative spaces as spaces of (relative) privilege and inclusion
by looking at the everyday practices and experiences of Italian and French gay
migrants living with HIV in Barcelona, the Catalan capital. By emphasizing
the role of place in redefining exclusion and inclusion, the paper follows recent
geographical criticisms addressed towards accounts on homonormativity as
often de-contextualized and tending to build monolithic and uniform nar-
ratives (e.g. G. Brown, 2009; 2012; Browne and Bakshi, 2013). In order to
destabilize all-encompassing analyses, the paper shows how HIV-positive gay
migrants representing the homonormative model in Barcelona experience a
variety of practices and values that challenge some of the basic ideas usually
associated with neoliberal homonormativity, notably individualism; privatiza-
tion, domestication and sanitization of sexual life; exaltation of coupledom.

The paper is the result of research aimed at investigating the migration
paths of Italian and French gay men embodying homonormativity in Barce-
lona, a prominent ‘gay world city” with a well-known gaybourhood, the cen-
trally-located GayXample (the name being a combination of the words gay and
Eixample, the neighbourhood’s actual name), and hosting several international
events (like the Circuit Festival every summer). Before presenting the structure
of the paper, two considerations are needed to facilitate international readers
who might not be familiar with issues related to HIV in Southern Europe.
The first is the need to take into account the intra-EU nature of the migratory
paths under scrutiny, where it is relatively easy to migrate. Secondly, the three
countries and the cities of provenance/destination considered are homogeneous
in terms of welfare state provisions for HIV-positive people who can easily

1. This literature often privileges the use of the term “queer migration” in order to include
different forms of sexual dissidence (e.g. Gorman-Murray, 2007). However, because the
research project has involved only self-identified gay men, in the paper I will refer to “gay
migration”.
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access antiretroviral therapies (ARTS) free of charge. This marks an innovative
contribution with respect to those studies focusing on the migration of people
living with HIV towards big cities to find services that were not available in
the places where they were living (e.g. London et al., 2004).

The remainder of the paper is made up of five sections. In section 2 I
introduce the research field and discuss the research methodology, showing
both its potential and limits. In section 3 I briefly review the literature on
homonormat1v1ty, discussing recent geographical criticisms and highlighting
the lack of attention devoted to HIV as a factor of inclusion/exclusion. Section
4 shows how Barcelona welcomes ‘homonormative’ HIV-positive gay men who
move there to escape “felt” stigma. By focusing on everyday practices of the
participants, in section 5 I challenge three of the main characteristics usually
associated with homonormativity: individualism; privatization, domestication
and sanitization of sexual life; exaltation of coupledom. In the final section I
summarize the main argument of the paper and highlight some main research
questions about HIV-positivity and the situatedness of homonormative prac-
tices that future research should take into account.

2. The research field, methodology and its limits

The triumph of a “Barcelona model” of urban governance combining urban
regeneration, redistribution measures and citizens’ active participation/consen-
sus has been widely acknowledged in the literature (e.g. Garcia Ramon and
Albet, 2000; Gonzalez and Healey, 2005; Monclds, 2003). In the restructur-
ing of the city economy, services and tourism have emerged as the drivers of
growth, leading to an increasing pressure on housing and real estate, with the
‘touristification’ of the city centre becoming a main concern for city residents
(e.g. Degen and Garcia, 2012). However, little attention has been devoted to
analysing the increasing appeal of the city to tourist and migrant “global gays”
(Altman, 2001)2. In fact, Barcelona has become a primary ‘gay world city’,
and the Circuit Festival is a global event attracting tens of thousands of gay
men every summer. In terms of spatial visibility, the GayXample represents
the main openly gay ‘gayborhood” (M. Brown, 2014) with a spatial concen-
tration of leisure activities aimed at a gay audience (bars, saunas, gyms, shops,
etc.), although the resident population is very heterogeneous because of its
considerable size. The average attendees of the Circuit and the other main gay
venues of the city, as well as the imagery of masculinity promoted by them,
embody the model of homonormativity characterized by the importance of
consumption in the formation of identity, a strong dedication to body shape
and looking masculine, and increasing depoliticization.

Barcelona has one of the highest HIV-rates in Spain, with men who
have sex with men (MSM)? being over-represented; a comparative study

2. For an exception see Peixoto Caldas (2010).
3. Since I am discussing official data, I use the established medical jargon.
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of six European cities found that it had the highest HIV prevalence among
MSM (17%) (Mirandola et al., 2009). To address this issue, since 2006 the
city hosts the BCN checkpoint, a community-based centre located in
the GayXample offering free HIV testing, peer counselling and support, as
well as providing information for people newly diagnosed with HIV. The
staff at BCN Checkpoint is composed of gay men, including some living
with HIV; the rationale for this is the creation of a supportive environment
for people living with HIV to interact with peers. The work of Meulbroek
et al. (2013) has shown the success of the project, measured by the number
of people who have tested HIV-negative and return to test and people who
have tested HIV-positive and are successfully linked to the official health
care system. In relation to HIV-stigma, we can consider the PhD work
of Fuster Ruiz de Apodaca (2011) about the pervasiveness of stigma and
discrimination in every domain of social life throughout Spanish society,
including health care.

The paper results from fieldwork conducted in Barcelona in the sec-
ond part of 2014 (August-December). The original aim was to investigate
the migratory experiences towards Barcelona of two national gay commu-
nities: the French and the Italian. During the fieldwork, I conducted 16
interviews; 9 of the participants were Italian, and 7 were French; all of
them were living in big urban areas before moving to Barcelona after 2008
(Marseille, Montpellier and Paris in France; Bologna, Naples and Rome in
Italy)*. The research focused on transnational inter-urban gay migration,
thus going beyond the rural-urban perspective characterizing most studies
on gay migration. The lifestyle of all the participants seemed to embody the
‘homonormative’ model: all of them devoted effort and energy to sport and
body shape (some statements on this topic being “you need a nice body in
the gay world” and “if you look good, your life will be easier in this city”), 15
out of 16 declared they were not interested in (gay) politics. Moreover, the
majority (13/16) made reference to the importance of being masculine and
the lack of desire towards effeminate men; and, with respect to coupledom,
11/16 stated that they would like to get married one day and one quarter
would like to have children.

After the seventh interview I realized that all the men I had interviewed
were living with HIV and their narratives assigned a great role to the change
in their HIV-status as a driver of migration. I therefore decided to explore
this issue in greater depth, adding an extra criterion in the selection of partic-
ipants, i.e. having become HIV-positive before moving to Barcelona. All the
participants had been living with HIV for less than 10 years at the time of

4. Research participants were recruited through specific advertisements on websites/apps (Gay
Romeo, Grindr) and through snowballing. The mean age of the participants was 33.4, with
the youngest being 27, and the oldest 42. In terms of class, the spectrum of the participants
is varied, the majority being low-middle class, working in very precarious and low-paid jobs
in the services sector.
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the interview (the ‘oldest’ in terms of HIV-status from 2006); this is relevant
to consider since it implies that all of them have accessed effective ARTS>.

The data collected have two main limits. The first is the focus on intra-
EU migration; for the research participants migrating and accessing health
services (including ARTs) in the new destination was relatively easy. A focus
on non-EU migration of gay men living with HIV would have led to com-
pletely different results because of the difficulties in accessing legal status and
the persisting moral panic in relation to HIV being transmitted by specific
ethnic communities (for an example see Pezeril and Kanyeba, 2013). The
second limit concerns the racial and ‘generational’ profile of the participants.
All of them but one (French) are white; this is an important factor to bear
in mind when considering notions of inclusion/exclusion, considering the
persistence of racism/xenophobia in Spain (e.g. Cea D’Ancona and Valles
Martinez, 2011). The ‘generational’ bias is strictly connected to the drug-re-
gime: all the participants have been treated with effective ARTs with limited
side effects, the consequences of the therapy in terms of ‘visibility’being
extremely reduced. This is a crucial aspect to take into account when dis-
cussing HIV-related stigma; for instance, previous research has shown that
HIV-related lipodystrophy makes HIV-status a “public spectacle” (Persson,
2005: 239, cited in Berg and Ross, 2014: 187), thus enhancing the possi-
bilities of discrimination.

Despite these limits, the group analysed is still relevant because HIV-related
stigma (not to mention homophobia) remains prominent for European gay
men (e.g. Nachega et al., 2012; Stutterheim et al., 2009). It is important to
re-assess that in this paper I am not arguing that there is no or less homophobia
or HIV-related stigma in Barcelona: it is not a matter of ‘ranking’ but rather it
reflects the perceptions of the HIV-positive gay men involved in the research.
Discrimination and stigma (and their perception) work on many different lev-
els, so looking at the everyday experience of them through in-depth interviews
represents a privileged research method to gain a better understanding of how
they work and affect people’s life decisions.

3. Situating homonormativity, rethinking inclusion and exclusion

The increasing access for LGBT people to national state institutions, such
as marriage and the army, across Western countries and beyond has been
conceptualized by queer critics as “homonormativity” or “the sexual politics
of neoliberalism”, a concept originally introduced by Duggan (2002) in
relation to US politics. The concept registered a rapid uptake, with scholars
discussing its emergence in very different contexts like Buenos Aires (Kanai,
2015), San Francisco (Mattson, 2015) and Singapore (Phillips, 2014). When
reviewing this widespread debate, two main perspectives, which are closely

5. At the time of the interview, 14 out of 16 declared they were on ARTs; the others had
started but had decided to stop them.
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related, can be found. On one side, those analysing homonormativity as a
‘top-down’ political strategy from the institutions of neoliberal governance
to create new sources of profitability (e.g. Agathangelou, Bassichis and Spira,
2008; Bell and Binnie, 2004; Kanai, 2015; Rushbrook, 2002), and on the
other, those emphasizing its ‘lived” dimension in everyday practices, repre-
sented by the increasing importance attached to consumerism, the privatiza-
tion and domestication of sexual life and the exaltation of coupledom (e.g.
Collins, 2009; Fung, 2013; Lippert, 2010; Searle, 2014). In this respect, the
work of Andersson (2011) on Vauxhall (London) marks a notable exception,
showing how desexualisation and sanitation of gay life did not take place in
this internationally-known area.

Against the assumption of homonormativity as a global process with the
same characteristics everywhere, critical voices emerged in geography and polit-
ical economy. Building on a diverse economies approach, G. Brown (2009)
highlights the persistence of diverse gay economic practices and spaces in the
metropolitan areas of the Global North not built around the (capitalistic) mar-
ket. He argues that by stressing the (international) uniformity of the “sexual
politics of neoliberalism”, scholars dealing with homonormativity underesti-
mate the place-based (and social, cultural and historical) differences concerning
the governance of (homo)sexualities. Such a focus on place in the critique
of homonormativity has been reinforced in another paper (2012), where he
argues that theories of homonormativity have overlooked “the lived experience
of many lesbians and gay men outside of the metropolitan milieu in which
these theoretical debates circulate” (p. 1067). In this vein, in their book about
LGBT life in Brighton, Browne and Bakshi (2013) have re-asserted the prima-
ry role of place for the working and reproduction of (homo)normativities, since
they are not fixed and immutable. More recently, Di Feliciantonio (2015) has
addressed a political economy-grounded critique of homonormativity as it
builds a monolithic account of neoliberalism and its sexual politics. Borrowing
Ong’s conceptualization of the interplay between “neoliberalism as exception”
and the “exceptions to neoliberalism” (2007), he has shown how the same
interplay characterizes its sexual politics.

Despite the different positions, one of the main characteristics of all the
literature on homonormativity is the focus on exclusion, while the inclusion
in national/urban citizenship neoliberal agendas is selective and based on the
reproduction of heteronormative values (e.g. Oswin, 2012, Searle, 2014). In
this respect, Binnie (2004b) has defined as “queer unwanted” all those who
fail to embody the homonormative prototype. Several subjectivities belong to
this category, with race and class/consuming capacity being the primary lenses
of exclusion (e.g. Collins, 2009; Nast, 2002; Puar, 2006; Richardson, 2005;
Visser, 2008); moreover, the exclusion of transgender people (Stryker, 2008;
Vitulli, 2010) and sex workers (Hubbard, 2001; 2004; Ross and Sullivan,
2012) has been discussed.

However, when reviewing these studies on exclusion from homonorma-
tive visibility, it is surprising to register the complete lack of consideration
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for the situation of people with HIV. To give an example, we can consider
the clear categorization analysed by Collins: “homonormativity—like het-
eronormativity—is an exclusionary process; inclusion is for select bodies—
white, middle-class, consumerist, Western, and often gay male bodies who
have access to the consumer “freedoms” of the West and who have more to
gain from respectable performances of gay masculinity” (2009: 467). What
happens to the bodies and lives of HIV-positive people? Are they included or
excluded from homonormative ‘respectability’? The response coming from
these diverse contributions relies on a complete removal of HIV-positive
lives. This appears at least paradoxical for a debate developed by scholars
whose main theoretical and political engagement is rooted in the critique of
the politics of AIDS.

Despite the rapid improvement in therapies available in terms of both life
expectancy and quality of life/side effects, HIV-related stigma continues to
dramatically affect people’s lives and well-being (e.g. Elmore, 2006a; Murphy
etal.,, 2016; Parker and Aggleton, 2003), including young people from the so
called “post-gay” (G. Brown, 2004; Ghaziani, 2011) and post-AIDS gener-
ation (Fielden et al., 2011). Moreover, legal discrimination in travelling and
migration is still widespread, with more than 60 countries currently restricting
freedom of movement for people living with HIV/AIDS®. To give some exam-
ples, in the US restrictions on travel and migration of people with HIV were
lifted only in 2010; in 2015 the ‘global city’ of Singapore lifted the restriction
on travel but not on migration; since 2011, more than 80 people have been
deported from Russia because of HIV-positivity; in Australia HIV testing is
still compulsory for permanent visa applicants’. Several studies showed how
HIV-related stigma deeply intersects with other lines of exclusion and discrimi-
nation, such as race, gender, homophobia and class, among others (e.g. Arnold
et al., 2014; Loufty et al., 2012).

HIV-related stigma combined with persisting homophobia produces
what has been defined as “the second closet” for gay men (Berg and Ross,
2014), leading several of them to migrate (Buehler et al., 1995; Di Felician-
tonio, 2018; Ellis, 1996; Elmore, 2006b; London et al., 2004; Tatum and
Schoech, 1992; Wood et al., 2000). However, most studies on migration by
people living with HIV rely on quantitative methodologies, and thus do not
explore the complexity of factors shaping the decision to migrate. As argued by
M. Brown (1995: 162), they usually analyse and map the geographies of the
virus rather than the people living with it. To gain a better understanding of
the complexity of factors shaping the decision to migrate for HIV-positive gay
men, including HIV-related stigma, in a recent paper (2018) I highlighted the
role of different factors in shaping the decision to migrate for HIV-positive gay
men, notably sexual desire and the imagery of the big city; the configuration

6. Source: <http://www.hivtravel.org/Default.aspx?pageld=150#report> [retrieved
10/12/2018].
7. Source: ibid.

Documents d’Analisi Geografica 2019, vol. 65/3 525



Inclusion in the homonormative world city:
Cesare Di Feliciantonio The case of gay migrants living with HIV in Barcelona

of the welfare regime allowing free access to ARTS; access to employment in
the services sector; and the absence of strong ties in the new city.

4. Escaping stigma, moving to the ‘world gay city’

To gain a better understanding of the role of stigma in driving the decision to
migrate for HIV-positive gay men, it is important to consider the distinction
made in the academic/clinical debate between “felt” and “enacted” stigma
(e.g. Bogart et al., 2008; Green, 1995). “Enacted” stigma refers to openly
discriminatory acts (and norms, as seen in the previous section); “felt” refers
to the sense of stigma perceived and internalized by the subject, in the case
of HIV being associated with a sense of moral condemnation (for ‘risky’ and
‘despicable’ sexual behaviour). As documented in the literature, HIV-stigma
often leads to poor mental health, notably depression, anxiety, and loneliness
(e.g. Courtenay-Quirk et al., 2006). According to Berg and Ross (2014), one
of the main strategies adopted by HIV-positive gay men to respond to stigma is
the “second closet”, i.e. hiding HIV-positivity in order to avoid negative social
condemnation, thus protecting themselves from harm. This is a painful and
psychologically taxing process that ends up reproducing the stigma associated
with HIV-positivity. However, their study shows that during the life course
the experience of stigma can be alleviated by activism, with denial and shame
being replaced by empowerment and self-esteem. Building on their study, I
have shown that migration is an active strategy to escape the “second closet”
for HIV-positive gay men, offering the possibility to establish new ties and
‘start a new life” (Di Feliciantonio, 2018).

Adding to this work, in this section I show how the research participants
escaped “felt” stigma and the “second closet” by moving to a ‘gay city’ they
perceive(d) as open and welcoming towards HIV-positive gay men. In fact,
cities like Barcelona (but also Berlin, Brighton, London and Paris) appear as
welcoming to them when considering both the services available and the atti-
tude of people towards HIV. I here refer not just to doctors and other health
services providers, but also to the gay community in general. However, the
peculiarity of the movements analysed in the research, i.e. transnational inter-
urban gay migration, calls for a further reflection: even when living in cities
with a well-established gay community and widespread services related to HIV
(like Montpellier and Paris in France or Bologna and Rome in Italy), people
can decide to move towards a ‘gay world city’ in order to escape the feeling of
stigma and bias. In the life histories of the research participants, “felt” stigma
was depicted as pervasive in the social contexts in which they were living,
leading them to move to start a sort of ‘new life’.

To best highlight this process, I here introduce the life history of VT,
an Italian gay man who grew up in Southern Italy, then moved to Naples
where he lived for several years — he graduated from university there — befo-
re moving to Barcelona where he had been living for 4 years at the time
of the interview. VT discovered he was HIV-positive in 2008 while living
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in Naples; he describes the institutional and social attitude towards HIV in
Naples as follows?:

The doctor was a nice person, a bit cold but s/he explained that I could access
psychological support if I wanted, (...), I did not feel any bias or like I was
being blamed, s/he just tried to appear calm and explained to me that through
treatment I could stay well for a long time. (...) I think the main problem in
this situation is yourself, your personal relations, it is very difficult to disclose
the situation to people you have known for a long time, and at the same time
you don’t want many people to know because the reactions could be dange-
rous, (...), | had different experiences when disclosing it to gay people, (...),
what struck me was the amount of people somehow blaming you, making you
feel like ‘you are not a responsible and reliable person’. (Personal interview,
November 2014, author’s translation)

For VT, leaving for Barcelona was something he needed to “start re-ima-
gining my life”. However, his decision came at a time of deep financial and
economic turmoil for the Catalan capital, with unemployment, the housing
crisis and poverty affecting an increasing number of people. So why did he
choose Barcelona?

I had been here on holiday in the summer of 2009 and found an amazing
atmosphere, I had a lot of sex in just one week and found an amazing attitude
towards people with HIV. (...) That week was a sort of experiment for me:
I disclosed my status to all the partners I found through GayRomeo. I did
not have any issues: many disclosed their positive status too, others said ‘no
problem, we'll use condoms’. (...) I was tired of my precarious employment
conditions in Naples so I opted for Barcelona hoping to experience a new life

in a new city. (ibid)

How was the migratory experience? What is his perception of the city as a
HIV-positive gay migrant?

The city is vibrant and people are so open and friendly, moving here has been
so easy from the beginning. (...) Working conditions are not the best and I do
not have a permanent job but I just feel happy to live here, I feel no pressure,
no social expectations. (...) Everything has been great so far as regards HIV,
accessing treatment is easy, my friends know about it, even my colleagues,
(...) it is simply one of the thousands of things in my life, (...), I simply love
living in this city. (7bid)

As stressed also by the other participants, Barcelona is a welcoming city

for gay men living with HIV despite the material difficulties experienced in
the city in recent years. However this welcoming atmosphere is not enough to

8. Itis important to stress that the Italian health public system is strongly decentralized and
uneven so experiences and services can be very different from one place to another.
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undermine the hegemonic narrative about homonormativity in the ‘world gay
city’. In fact all the research participants are quite young, in shape, good-loo-
king (their HIV-status is ‘invisible’ because of the lack of side-effects of ARTs)
and come from ‘close’ EU countries (but do not have a large spending capacity,
as most of them are employed in precarious jobs in the services sector). To
challenge the hegemonic narrative of homonormativity I proceed by focusing
on their everyday situated experiences and practices in the next section.

5. Challenging homonormativity through situated practices

In this section I consider the everyday practices of the homonormative’
research participants as a way of highlighting the diversity of their practices
and values, thus contrasting monolithic and reductionist accounts of homo-
normativity. I focus on three specific characteristics usually associated with
homonormativity: individualism; privatization, domestication and sanitation
of sexual life; exaltation of coupledom. I discuss them individually using the
life histories of different research participants in order to make my argument
clearer.

5.1. Challenging individualism

Homonormative gay men are usually depicted as egotistical individuals seeking
only their own pleasure and satisfaction through consumption, symbols of
neoliberal rationality and its celebration of personal success. On the contrary,
the idea of “failure’ is usually associated with being ‘not man enough’, thus
relnforcmg the heteronormative bias assigning an inferior position to femini-
nity (e.g. Searle, 2014). As seen in section 3, G. Brown (2009) has opposed
such a reductive narrative by considering the plurality of forms of collective
(social and economic) gay life in the metropolis.

The findings of my research support G. Brown’s argument: engaging with
others, creating new forms of communal life and encounters have an important
role in the lives of the research participants. They all stressed how feeling wel-
comed and accepted when disclosing their HIV-status can be a very positive
experience favouring the creation of new social relationships. I here consider
the case of J], a French man, who lived in Paris before moving to Barcelona
(at the time of the interview he had lived in the Catalan capital for 3 years). In JJ’s
self-narrative, sport, notably volleyball, has been the main vehicle for sociability,
offering him the opportunity to establish strong personal ties. In his own words:

When you move to a new city, it is never easy to make new friends, I knew
very few people in Barcelona when I arrived, (...) when I was living in Paris
had never tried to be part of a gay sports group, but here I thought it could be
a nice way to meet people, (...), it proved to be the right decision! I have met
my best friends here through the volleyball team. (...) I disclosed my HIV sta-
tus pretty soon after one of my friends did it before going to a party. (...) My
friends are a great part of my life, as a gay migrant I think my friends are my
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everyday family, I feel so lucky to have met such nice people who make me feel
like ’'m never alone. (Personal interview, October 2014, author’s translation)

The importance of social relationships and engagement with others does
not concern only personal friendships, but also forms of civic and social enga-
gement. Barcelona is perceived as a supportive city where people become socia-
lly engaged in many different forms:

I think it is great to feel you are part of a community, we take part in many
different things, (...), I usually volunteer for a couple of projects supporting
homeless people and older gay men living with HIV/AIDS. (...) Solidarity is so
strong in Barcelona, people are engaged in many social activities, there is a lot of
activism, I'm really happy to live in a city where people are so engaged”. (ibid)

We can see how JJ’s ‘homonormative’ lifestyle (he practices sport at least
four times a week; he goes to gay clubs and parties at least once a week; he
travels at least three times per year to attend big gay events and parties around
Europe; he avoids “slim feminine guys” since he openly presents himself as a
bottom and looks for “very masculine, well-built men”) encounters the wides-
pread activism characterizing Barcelona; individualism and isolation are repla-
ced by civic engagement and strong social ties.

5.2. Challenging privatization, domestication and sanitation of sexual life

Following the zero rolerance politics and the closing of commercial sex venues
in New York in the 1990s, several scholars emphasized the desexualisation and
sanitation of gay urban spaces across Western countries (e.g. Bell and Binnie,
2004; Binnie 2004a; Rushbrook, 2002). In relation to this, critics of the “new
homonormativity” have argued that gay sexual life has become increasingly
privatized and domesticated, with the use of Internet and hookup apps playing
a central role in this shift (e.g. Weiss, 2008). Against this narrative, Andersson
(2011) showed how specific sites and neighbourhoods, such as Vauxhall in
London, have experienced a completely different path, featuring increasingly
commodified forms of public (bareback) sex and recreational drug use. Buil-
ding on his anti-pathologizing perspective that rejects homophobic categories
such as ‘death wish’ and ‘self-hating’ to analyse recreational drug use and bare-
back sex, I here show how the life histories of the research participants express
the same values. In fact 15 out of 16 declared they usually practise bareback
sex (10 of them adding that they practise only bareback), 14 are frequent
recreational drug users (at least once a week); in terms of sexual promiscuity
(measured by the average number of different sexual partners per week), more
than half of them reported having more than 4 sexual partners per week.

To best show how Barcelona offers multiple possibilities for a newcomer’s
sexual life in terms of places, practices and people to have sex with, I here consi-
der the case of VR, an Italian man. According to him, HIV-positivity in Barce-
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lona does not preclude sexual encounter at all, giving him a strong sense of social
acceptance and respect. On the contrary, his narrative emphasizes the difficulties
of being HIV-positive in Rome:

I felt a bit depressed, I was not openly blaming myself but I felt like I had been
so superficial, (...), now I know it was largely influenced by the very negative
attitude around HIV in Italy, even among gay people. (Personal interview,
October 2014, author’s translation)

Concerning sexual partners, VR’s account is in line with the experience of
VT discussed in section 4; in fact, he did not find any prejudice from potential
sexual partners, including HIV-negative men. In his words:

When I got here I still found it difficult to disclose my status, but then I realized
how so many people were sharing it, even on their Romeo profiles, (...), it was
a bit of a shock for me, but when I started to try and saw that people reacted in a
very open and comforting way, I felt so relieved, (...), in Barcelona there are so
many guys you can have wild sex with, (...), as a person living with HIV I think
it is a very comfortable place to live. (...) I often have sex with HIV-negative
guys, here people are very well-informed so since 'm on therapy and undetec-
table, people are comfortable having bareback sex with me. (:bid)

These multiple possibilities of sexual encounter occur not just at home
because of the proliferation of hookup apps. Public space still plays a very
relevant role in the sexual experience of gay people: the beach, the sauna and
bars provide multiple possibilities of encounters and sex, often in a continuum
with the use of digital apps. In fact, “in Barcelona you have the feeling that
any moment, any place is the right one to hook up and have fun, (...), sex is
very important in my life, for me it is a great way to connect with people, it is
definitely one of the main reasons I moved to Barna” (ibid).

In VR’s narrative, the sauna and the beach have a very special role:

Meeting sexy guys at the beach drives me crazy, all those sexy naked bodies,
you know? It’s just a matter of taste, you can have any type of guy and any
type of fun! (...) I go to the sauna when I’'m really horny and want to have
wild fun, (...), I usually don’t go home without having sex with 7 or 8 guys
at least, (...), I adore orgies in the sauna. (ibid)

Similar to what Andersson described in Vauxhall (2011), in Barcelona gay
sexual life does not appear to be privatized, domesticated or sanitized. The city
offers multiple possibilities for (increasingly commodified) encounters and sexual
fun. HIV-positive men are not excluded from this process. More interestingly,
VR’s narrative traces a tight connection between social encounter and sociability:

I like being in touch with people I have great sex with, especially those who
live in the city, (...), with two of my best friends it started as a sexual encounter
in a sauna and now they are very special to me. (...) After the sauna I often
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invite two or three people I met there back to my place, maybe for the day,
maybe more. (ibid)

Echoing analyses about the pre-Giuliani times in New York where (com-
mercial) sexual encounters, sociability and community building were closely
connected (e.g. Berlant and Warner, 1998), leading Floyd (2009) to acknowl-
edge them as forms of “queer commons”, the experiences of the research partic-
ipants show how sex can still be a primary vector of encounter and community
formation in the ‘homonormative’ city.

5.3 Reframing (the exaltation of) coupledom

Queer scholars and activists have portrayed access to marriage and adoption as
the main markers of homonormativity and the exaltation of heteronormative
values (e.g. Croce, 2015; Santos, 2013). In this respect, the work of Wilkin-
son (2013) has shown how in the UK citizenship is based nowadays upon
whether or not a person is in a coupled relationship, coupledom (both hetero
and homo) being naturalized and privileged. Although the hegemony of the
public discourse around coupledom is undeniable, I aim here to show how
looking at the everyday practices around coupledom gives a more diverse and
complex account. At the time of the interviews, only 3 out of 16 interviewees
had a boyfriend, but the majority of them (11) emphasized the importance of
being part of a couple during their interview.

To best highlight how coupledom, marriage and parenthood are framed, I
consider the self-narrative of TL, a French man, who had moved to Barcelona
from Montpellier 4 years before our interview because he was in love with a
man living there. At the time of the interview they were still together, sharing
a flat and a dog. When asked about the decision to live together, TL does not
depict it as ‘the triumph of love’ or as something done because of social expec-
tations. On the contrary, he frames it as a form of help, care and solidarity:

(name of the boyfriend) was evicted from the house he owned because [he was]
unable to repay the mortgage, he was earning very little money and still had
to repay his debt with the bank, so I offered him to stay at my flag, (...), I'm
not rich but the rent is affordable so I just felt it was the best decision, I did not
want to see him going back to his parents’ place in the province. (...) For me,
being part of a couple is feeling that you can count on me and I can count on
you. (Personal interview, September 2014, author’s translation)

As regards marriage, TL states that he would like to marry his boyfriend
one day. When I asked him about the reason, once again his response was
much more grounded in a material explanation than ‘the triumph of love’.
In his words:

I see marriage as sharing your engagement with that person with others, it is
a big celebration of two people being together, (...), of course there are also
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many important material aspects, like the mortgage, (...) I would love to be
able to buy a house one day and live there with my boyfriend and some of my
best friends, but I know I would never be able to do it by myself, (...), cou-
pledom and all these big steps [referring to the mortgage] are forms of mutual
trust and support, I have never wanted to be alone when making big steps in

my life. (ibid)

In the same vein, TL frames his desire to have children one day as a form
of solidarity and engagement with the well-being of another person:

I think it is very important and rewarding to have kids, you know when I was
a child I really wanted to have a parent who accepted and encouraged me to
be what I felt, someone you admire and trust (...), I would love to be that

parent. (ibid)

Reframing coupledom and being together also involves a consideration
of sexual and social life. Is their sexual life ‘respectable’, privatized and fully
centred on each other or are they also involved in the ‘wild’ scene discussed
in the previous sub-section? TL’s response is completely in line with previous
narratives: his sexual life is central in his experience of the city and sociability,
and both he and his boyfriend like to experiment. In his own words:

Many people occupy a special role in my life, (name of the boyfriend) is one of
them, but I cannot reduce my entire life to him, (...), we often do not go out
together, I don’t want to have him around all the time! I love that he has his
life, his community and friends and I have mine, can you imagine how boring
it would be to live the same life as your boyfriend? (...) Sexual life in this city
is so great, why should I avoid contact with other guys? For me it has always
been a matter of desire. There are periods when I just want to be with (name
of the boyfriend), and other periods when 1 feel curious to explore the many
sexy guys all around me. (7bid)

In this regard, it is relevant to stress how the private space of the couple’s
house, usually portrayed as the triumph of neoliberal homonormativity (Lip-
pert, 2010), is not a closed space but the centre of the couple’s sexual experi-
mentations. In fact, TL does not like saunas very much because of the price
charged, so he and his boyfriend prefer to use their house to organize bareback
group sessions. He states:

It does not happen that much since our flat is quite small, but I love having
lots of people around who stay the night and the next day. (...) We really enjoy
group sex, you can have great discussions while having hot fun, (...), we keep
in touch with most of the people, (...), it is a matter of creating a good social
vibe and sharing the moment with others. (i6:d)

TL’s account therefore hlghhghts the need not to create monolithic narra-
tives about coupledom and marriage, but diverse meanings attributed to being

532 Documents d’Analisi Geografica 2019, vol. 65/3



Inclusion in the homonormative world city:
The case of gay migrants living with HIV in Barcelona Cesare Di Feliciantonio

part of a couple. Moreover, his experiences reveal how their social and sexual
life is not confined to them as a couple, but it is open to encounter and expe-
rimentation. Although living as a couple, homonormative HIV-positive gay
men do not express a privatized and domesticated emotional and sexual life.

6. Conclusions. Considering HIV-positive lives,
situating inclusion/exclusion

Homonormativity has become a hegemonic concept within geographies of sex-
ualities and critical social sciences in general. Scholars account for its emergence
in very different contexts all around the world and emphasize exclusionary
practices towards specific ‘unwanted’ subjects, with race and class/consuming
capacity being the primary sources of exclusion. However, these critical schol-
ars have ignored HIV-positivity as a factor of inclusion/exclusion, which is a
serious mistake considering the persistence of HIV-related stigma (both “felt”
and “enacted”). In this paper I have tried to start to fill this void by showing
how the geographies of (metropolitan) homonormativity often overlap with
the migratory paths of HIV-positive gay men. By analysing the experiences of
French and Italian migrants in Barcelona, I have shown how the homonorma-
tive city is a specific place of inclusion for those stigmatized bodies and lives
that often opt for “the second closet”. The life histories of the research partic-
ipants emphasize the openness of the city, offering multiple possibilities for
encounter and sexual adventure, with sero-disclosure not representing a source
of discrimination. By accounting for these multiple possibilities, my main aim
has been to undermine the monolithic and reductionist logics underpinning the
debate about homonormativity. In fact, processes of inclusion and exclusion are
place-specific, with a multiplicity of factors, histories and social relations shap-
ing them. Moreover, the diversity of everyday life experiences cannot be reduced
to universal trends: homonormative’ gay men engage in multiple practices and
relations that go far beyond i) individualismy; ii) the privatization, domestication
and sanitization of sexual life; and iii) the exaltation of coupledom.

When assessing the role of HIV-related stigma in driving the decision
to migrate, my analysis is not aimed at building a causal and deterministic
relation; on the contrary, the use of qualitative research methods offers the
possibility to explore the complexity of factors shaping migration. Housing
and working conditions, the accessibility of ARTs and the configuration of
the health system, (sexual) imagery and desire: they all play an important role
in determining the choice to relocate as well as the forms of sociability and
encounter in the new city. As critical scholars we need more place-sensitive,
non-pathologizing and diverse accounts to better understand the complexity
of stigma and dynamics of inclusion.

Building on this analytical effort, future research and analyses on homo-
normativity and its exclusionary logics should start to include HIV-positivity.
How is the HIV-positive body included in the homonormative logics? How
does HIV-positivity intersect with other forms of bias and discrimination in
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determining inclusion? How is the dismantling of the welfare state, including
health, in several Western countries impacting on the migration paths and the
everyday experiences of HIV-positive gay men? Which spatialities and social
relations are shaped by the use of recreational drugs combined with bareback
sex? These are only some of the multiple questions we need to address in the
near future to avoid fixed and unidirectional accounts that ignore the ‘lived’
and situated nature of homonormativity.
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Abstract

The paper discusses planning policies and urban politics, their relation to LGBT commu-
nities in the city, and their potential to promote spatial justice within the local planning
policies. The paper briefly reviews the main theoretical issues discussed in the literature
regarding the connection between planning and sexuality. It also reviews three theoretical
concepts of justice that relate to planning policy and urban politics: distributive Justice,
procedural justice and recognition. The case study of the Gay Center at Tel Aviv’s Meir
Park is analyzed with reference to these three spatial justice concepts. The main argument
is that the center is a clear example of distributive and procedural justice. However, when
we analyze this case study in light of the concept of recognition, the findings are somewhat
ambiguous. On the one hand, the case of the Gay Center indicates growing recognition of
Tel Aviv’'s LGBT community. On the other hand, a queer analysis shows that this recogni-
tion is partial as it is limited to certain parts of the community and to spaces frequented

by LGBTs in Tel-Aviv.

Keywords: planning; justice; urban politics; LGBT community; queer; Israel

Resum. Planejament, justicia i politica urbana LGBT a Tel-Aviv: un dilema queer

El document discuteix les politiques de planificacié i la politica urbana, la seva relacié amb
les comunitats LGBT a la ciutat i el seu potencial per promoure la justicia espacial dins
de les politiques de planificacié locals. El document revisa breument els principals temes
tedrics tractats a la literatura sobre la connexié entre planificacié i sexualitat. També es
revisen tres conceptes tedrics de justicia relacionats amb la politica de planificacié i la poli-
tica urbana: la justicia distributiva, la justicia processal i el reconeixement. L’estudi de cas
del Centre Gai al Parc Meir de Tel-Aviv s’analitza amb referéncia a aquests tres conceptes
de justicia espacial. L’argument principal és que el centre és un clar exemple de justicia
distributiva i processal. No obstant aixd, quan analitzem aquest cas a la llum del concepte
de reconeixement, les conclusions sén una mica ambigiies. D’una banda, el cas del Centre
Gai indica un reconeixement creixent de la comunitat LGBT de Tel-Aviv. D’altra banda,
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una analisi queer mostra que aquest reconeixement és parcial, ja que es limita a certes parts
de la comunitat i als espais freqiientats per LGBT a Tel-Aviv.

Paraules clau: planificacié; justicia; politica urbana; comunitat LGBT; queer; Israel

Resumen. Planeamiento, justicia y politica urbana LGBT en Tel-Aviv: un dilema queer

El documento analiza las politicas de planificacién y las politicas urbanas, su relacién con las
comunidades LGBT en la ciudad y su potencial para promover la justicia espacial dentro de
las politicas de planificacién local. El articulo revisa brevemente los principales temas tedricos
discutidos en la literatura con respecto a la conexién entre planificacién y sexualidad. También
revisa tres conceptos tedricos de la justicia que se relacionan con la politica de planificacién y
las politicas urbanas: la justicia distributiva, la justicia procesal y el reconocimiento. El estudio
de caso del Centro Gay en el Parque Meir de Tel-Aviv se analiza con referencia a estos tres
conceptos de justicia espacial. El argumento principal es que el centro es un claro ejemplo de
justicia distributiva y procesal. Sin embargo, cuando analizamos este estudio de caso a la luz
del concepto de reconocimiento, los hallazgos son algo ambiguos. Por un lado, el caso del
Centro Gay indica un creciente reconocimiento de la comunidad LGBT de Tel-Aviv. Por
otro lado, un andlisis gueer muestra que este reconocimiento es parcial, ya que estd limitado
a ciertas partes de la comunidad y a los espacios frecuentados por LGBT en Tel-Aviv.

Palabras clave: planificacidn; justicia; politica urbana; comunidad LGBT; gueer; Israel

Résumé. Planification, justice et politique urbaine LGBT i Tel-Aviv : un dilemme queer

Le document traite des politiques de planification et des politiques urbaines, de leurs rela-
tions avec les communautés LGBT de la ville et de leur potentiel & promouvoir la justice
spatiale dans les politiques de planification locales. Le document passe brievement en revue
les principales questions théoriques abordées dans la littérature concernant le lien entre
planification et sexualité. Il passe également en revue trois concepts théoriques de la jus-
tice liés aux politiques de planification et 4 la politique urbaine : la justice distributive, la
justice procédurale et la reconnaissance. L’étude de cas du Centre gay du parc Meir de Tel
Aviv est analysée en référence a ces trois concepts de justice spatiale. L’argument principal
est que le centre est un clair exemple de justice distributive et procédurale. Cependant,
lorsque nous analysons cette étude de cas a la lumiere du concept de reconnaissance, les
résultats sont quelque peu ambigus. D’une part, le cas du Gay Center indique une recon-
naissance croissante de la communauté LGBT de Tel Aviv. D’autre part, une analyse
queer montre que cette reconnaissance est partielle, car elle se limite a certaines parties de
la communauté et aux espaces fréquentés par les LGBT a Tel-Aviv.

Mots-clés: planification; justice; politique urbaine; communauté LGBT; gueer; Israél
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1. Introduction

In October 2002, the Tel Aviv-Jaffa Municipality published a document
titled “The City Profile”, which concluded the first stage of developing the
new statutory urban plan’. This document was a part of large-scale process in
which a strategic vision for the city’s development was created and published
in preparation for an updated plan®. To the best of my knowledge it is the
first planning document in Israeli history to refer explicitly to the LGBT com-
munity — it refers to the city’s “gay-lesbian population” in the chapter “People
and Society”, under the subheading “Urban Social Services”:

As a liberal city, [Tel Aviv-Jaffa] is open to accepting different populations,
among them the gay-lesbian population. This population faces many difficul-
ties and needs various services. Recently, the Social Services Administration
developed a unique shelter for gay-lesbian adolescents who had left their homes
due to their families’ difficulty to accept the difference of their sons/daughters.
(City Profile, 2002: 35)

Albeit referring to the LGBT community in a problematic context® of
other “special” populations, it begins with a revolutionary reference to Tel
Aviv-Jaffa as a city that recognizes the community’s existence and its members’
right to equity in municipal service provision, making the city a pioneer in the
Israeli context. This development may be attributed largely to the sociopolitical
dynamics that transformed local sexual politics, as discussed in detail below (in
the section dedicated to “Sexual politics in Israel and in Tel-Aviv”).

The present article discusses and questions the complex connections
between urban planning, urban politics towards LGBT people, and concep-
tions of justice, especially the concept of recognition, in relation to the LGBT
community in the city of Tel-Aviv. I will demonstrate these issues in a critical
discussion of one of the products of the urban planning policy toward LGBTss
— the Tel-Aviv Gay Community Center in Meir Park — and show how this
center clearly articulates distributive and procedural justice, on the one hand,

1. Plan TA/5000 was submitted in November 2013 and has now has reached the objections
stage.

2. Thgé two documents, “The City Profile” (2002) and “The City Vision” (2005), are part
of a strategic plan adopted by the municipal planning authorities. The former concludes
the first stage of consolidating the plan and draws the city’s profile, while the latter defines
strategic outlines for developing and realizing the city’s vision. These documents have no
statutory status but they have become the basis for developing the statutory urban plan,
and their principles guide decision makers and planners in their work.

3. The document also refers to the “gay-lesbian” community rather than the LGBT communi-
ty. The latter, more inclusive term, has gradually replaced earlier ones that focused on gays,
or gays and lesbians. Another current term is “queer”, used with two conventional meanings:
queer as an umbrella term akin to LGBT; and queer as an anti-identity and anti-essentialist
political position in the spirit of the queer theory that strives to deconstruct conventional
identity definitions and to emphasize the fluidity and subversion of the concept of identities
based on sexual tendency or gender (see Gross, 2015; Gross and Ziv, 2003).
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while articulating recognition justice in a complex and ambiguous fashion, on
the other. The paper’s central argument is that via a “queer analysis” it is pos-
sible to observe how the recognition of the LGBT community is partial and
serves only certain privileged groups, while excluding and alienating others.
As shown in a different context, community hegemony is constructed through
conflicts, such as between members of different generations or economic sta-
tus, and has to do with an increased presence of state functions (Ronsbo,
2006). This is also true for the local LGBT community hegemony, whose
leaders, mainly (Jewish-Ashkenazi?) gay males, have strong connections both to
the municipality and to governmental authorities. These connections became
stronger after the 2009 murder of two young LGBTs in a Tel Aviv community
club (Gross, 2015). Conversely, the hegemonic leaders of the community and
the Gay Centre in particular are increasingly criticized for excluding marginalized
sectors such as lesbians, transgenders or bisexuals (Eisner, 2012; Hartal, 2015;
Gross, 2015), or older community members (Misgav, 2016). This political and
urban reality is important to understand since it happens in the most liberal
and “gay friendly” city in Israel, as elaborated on later.

This argument joins a growing literature placing more emphasis on cat-
egorizing specific groups and why urban planning policies lack the awareness
of diversity complexity. At the same time, the paper reveals the success of Tel-
Aviv and its Gay Center in reaching tangible results, and as such adds value
to our understanding of the pros and cons of targeting specific groups in the
urban policy process.

I begin with a brief review of the literature on urban planning and sexuality
followed by a discussion of the various approaches to justice and Israeli sexual
politics. Next, I illustrate these issues in light of the case of Tel Aviv-Jaffa and
particularly its Gay Center, the political and planning contexts that led to its
establishment, and its significance for the local LGBT community.

2. Cities, urban planning and sexuality
2.1. Sexuality and the city

Although homosexual activities have been part and parcel of big city life since
ancient times (Higgs, 1999; Cook and Evans, 2014), gay sexuality has been
perceived in the modern west as a crime and a perverse subversion of the social
order, at least until the Stonewall Riots in 1969 (Frisch, 2002; Mort 2000).
However, urban historian George Chauncey (1994) demonstrated that already
by the end of the nineteenth century, a gay-lesbian world with clear spatial
characteristics existed in New York, with community institutions and meet-
ing places that helped gays and lesbians overcome discrimination and find
apartments for rent, jobs and social and romantic connections. The spatial

4. The term Ashkenazi refers to European Jews. Less than half of the Jewish population in
Israel is Ashkenazi (the majority are Mizrahi — people whose ethnic origin is from Muslim
countries), but this group is still the economically and politically hegemonic (Swirski, 1989).
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presence and the appropriating of spaces in the city as identified with the gay
community and its unique culture actually turned into political action.

In many cities, exclusion and discrimination led to a process of spatial
segregation of the LGBT community and concentration in segregated neigh-
borhoods and areas. This served two main purposes: avoiding hostile attitudes,
oppression and discrimination by the external environment; and developing
a unique culture by socializing individuals in the community and providing
them with required services. This spatial segregation was at the center of the
first spatial researches who examined the phenomenon in the local context
of the neighborhood and entertainment venues (Weightman, 1980), as well
as the effect of segregation on urban development (Lauria and Knopp, 1985)°.

2.2. Space, sexuality, and the theory of planning

Since the 1990s, geographers have studied the relation between queer theory,
spatial and geographical theories (Bell and Valentine, 1995; Browne et al.,
2007; Hubbard, 2012; Johnston and Longhurst, 2010), and urban politics
(Andrucki and Elder, 2007; Bell and Binnie, 2004; Brown, 2008; Kenney,
2001). Very little, however, has been written about planning theories and
practices. Some scholars define urban planning as “a heterosexual project,”
promoting spaces that exclude people based on sexual orientation by means
of various planning tools (Frisch, 2002). Modern urban planning is also often
described as a tool for spatial control and exclusion, and even for discrimi-
nation in allocating resources for different populations that is not necessarily
sexual but, for example, ethnic-national (Yiftachel, 1998). Also missing from
the literature are real-life experiences and activism that link urban policy, local
politics and planning, themes that are the focus of this research. Some have
adopted these claims of exclusion in reference to sexual orientations (Sander-
cock, 1998a), with a demand to “make the invisible visible” in the context
of identities and planning, and with an emphasis on local knowledge and
the needs of populations with difference (Fenster, 2004; Sandercock, 1998b).
Since the mid-1990s, planning historians have broadened the field’s scope
to include new disciplines, previously unheard voices and fresh perspectives
(Dubrow and Corbin-Sies, 2002); but only very recently has the relationship
between sexuality and planning become more visible within the planning lite-
rature (Doan, 2011a, 2015a, 2015d; Maginn and Steinmetz, 2015).

In addition to these developments in the field of planning history, the
planning discipline also faces growing criticism by LGBT theoreticians. This
criticism includes three main thrusts: first, the way planning preserves and pro-
motes the heterosexual order and social and family values while ignoring the

5. The abovementioned researchers and subsequent ones (Adler and Brenner, 1992; Forsyth,
2001; Johnston and Valentine, 1995; Valentine, 1993, 1995) examined the differences
between lesbian women and gay men in urban spatial contexts. However, space limitations
prevent me from elaborating on that distinction.
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needs of LGBT's and the way they use the urban space (Frisch, 2002); second,
how planners erase spatial memory by ignoring or destroying sites connected to
LGBT urban history (Doan and Higgins, 2011); and third, how they disregard
the possible effects of their decisions on the LGBT communities (Doan, 2011).

This criticism poses demands to both the LGBT community and urban
planners. LGBTSs should ask themselves, as the feminists in the 1970s did,
what a city should look like and what kind of urban vision will suit them
(Frisch, 2002). Planners should ask themselves how they could have (and to
a certain extent still do) disregard the needs of LGBT people (Doan, 2011).
This disregard is not accidental (Doan, 2010). One of its sources is related to
the perception of planning as a purely technical and professional practice, or
one that relates to “normal” (heterosexual) people. This approach is related,
primarily but not exclusively in the North American context, to deep-seated
objection to the LGBT way of life, and even to homophobia in the professional
and academic world. Another source is anti-capitalist and radical leftwing plan-
ners who see equal planning rights for LGBT's to allow wealthy gays to take
over derelict neighborhoods, and to profit from their gentrification (ibid). One
way or the other, it is important to stress that although LGBTs are a minority,
the issues that emerge from their lives in the city are not insignificant to plan-
ning theory and practice (Forsyth, 2001). According to Petra Doan (2010),
planners should rid themselves from “the tyranny of gender planning”, or
heteronormative planning based on narrow and dichotomous gender-oriented
definitions. Thus, planners should be sensitive to LGBT people’s experiences
of humiliation and spatial injustice and consider the implications of their pro-
fessional decisions for people with non-heteronormative orientations (Doan,
2011; Misgav, 2008).

2.3. Planning for sexual minorities in practice

Moira R. Kenney (2001) describes how cities such as San Francisco and Los
Angeles have become Meccas for LGBTs, and the planning profession’s influ-
ence on the neighborhoods they inhabit and the services they receive in the
two cities. Kenney relates both to planning theory and practice and contends
that both should open toward LGBT social and political movements tradition-
ally excluded from the planning and by planners. Doan and Higgins (2011)
provided a specific example of the way that planning can influence redevelop-
ment and gentrification in the midtown neighborhood of Atlanta. Elsewhere,
Doan (2015b) documented the “cleansing” of LGBTQ areas and suggested
that heteronormative and urban renewal pressures underlie the purging of
queer spaces in Atlanta. She also explored how planning practice has failed to
consider the needs of LGBTQ-identified individuals (Doan, 2015c¢). Doan
has recently (2016) offered some ways in which progressive planners might
seek to incorporate non-normative sexualities and genders into the public
domain, reduce inequality that arises due to anti-LGBTQ discrimination and
provide material support to the most vulnerable members of the LGBTQ
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community. Progressive cities, thus, should recognize vulnerable populations
such as LGBTQ homeless youth and transgender people and provide them
with drop-in centers and training programs. Progressive cities should recognize
existing queer spaces within them, such as neighborhoods familiarly known
as gayborhoods or gay villages (urban areas where LGBTQ bars and busi-
nesses or residences are in proximity), and protect them from gentrification,
which renders them unaffordable to younger LGBTQ people and to LGBTQ
institutions (bars, businesses and community organizations). The gentrifica-
tion trend is exacerbated when city officials adopt planning documents that
fail to recognize the decades-long existence of the LGBTQ community in a
specific location. Planners have a range of tools that might be used to recognize
and preserve these unique cultural areas, including historic preservation dis-
tricts, which might provide the same kind of neighborhood recognition given
to ethnic neighborhoods. But recognition is only a first step. We still need to
study the role of community activism and the relationship between LGBTQ
communities and urban politics, and how communities can promote recogni-
tion and help make their cities safe and progressive.

One of the studies documenting such a process explored community activ-
ism and political engagement in the planning of Manchester’s city center,
especially its gay area (Quilley, 1997). The case of Manchester proves that real
success comes when local authorities acknowledge the existence and identity
of LGBT communities in the city, taking their needs into account in planning
and development (in various perspectives: from housing or services provided
by state agencies, to the need of safe public spaces or social and cultural needs
etc.). Moreover, it proves that profound change in planning perceptions, cou-
pled with the willingness of planners to work with LGBTQ organizations, can
also survive local political changes (such as the transition from a liberal-labor
municipal government to a conservative one in the period examined). The
conclusion that emerges from such planning is that all parties have something
to gain: the economic development succeeded and the city became a LGBT
tourist destination; the city’s physical appearance and its safety improved, and
the reconstruction of the gay quarter projected on the nearby neighborhoods.
Politically, community members who had hitherto been excluded from the
political system were now able to enter it, so that the planning process proved
to be conducive to political equality.

Some scholars have now written directly with issues of governance and
planning in other parts of the world. Ruez (2016) examined a series of projects
convened by the City of Sydney council between 2010 and 2013 that were
intended to address issues faced by queer people from “culturally and linguis-
tically diverse” communities. He argued that these efforts carved out spaces
in which racialized queer people in Sydney could appear politically and in
which the uneven geographies produced by the mutually constitutive regimes
of sexuality and race could become an object of differentially shared concern.
Some scholars (Fincher and Iveson, 2008; Fincher et al., 2014) discussed the
politics of recognition and inclusion, including for the LGBTQ communi-
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ties, and show how multicultural planning does in fact work. They suggested
three social logics (redistribution, recognition and encounter) that would better
ensure that all city residents can participate in the just city. Finally, scholars
recently discussed some ways in which the needs of LGBTQ minorities might
be better accommodated in planning processes (Gorman-Murray, 2011; Gor-
man-Murray and Nash, 2014; Nash and Gorman-Murray, 2015; Prior and
Gorman-Murray, 2015). For example, Gorman-Murray (2011) points to how
each state has specific ‘social planning’ regulations. Then most delegate the
social planning dimensions to local government areas (local councils; LGAs).
In NSW, for example, the local government planning regulations changed in
2012. In Sydney, the two councils that have solid planning/practice on LGBT
communities are the City of Sydney Council.

3. Urban planning and justice: A theoretical framework

“Justice” in Latin means fair allocation of resources. By extension, social justice
is also distributive justice, but many also stress the value of liberty (Dahan,
2007; Yasour, 2003), or democracy that serves simultaneously as a means and
component of distributive justice, and a component of justice itself, politi-
cal justice (Marcuse, 2014). Being part of a public system, spatial justice is
required, and the contribution to the general public constitutes one of the
major justifications for the existence of planning systems on the national and
local levels (Alfasi and Fenster, 2014). Three aspects of justice are relevant
for our purposes: distributive, procedural and recognition, and each will be
discussed in turn.

Different researchers from the planning field dealt with the question of
justice. For example, “collaborative planning” (Healey, 1997) demands rec-
ognition of the different identities involved in the planning process in order
to render it more “just”. The claim is that a broad meaning of justice in plan-
ning requires broadening the range of participants (Campbell, 2006), and
also recognizing their needs and identities (Fainstein, 2010). These issues are
part of the present discussion on the “just city” (Fainstein, 2010; Marcuse,
2012). According to Peter Marcuse (2014), the just city is not only one where
affordable housing and expensive housing are available to all under a certain
standard of distributive justice, but also one which supports diverse needs,
ambitions, and ways of life. Such all-inclusive social justice, that also includes
distributive justice in its broad and democratic meaning, is the basic purpose
of human existence in the urban space, as described for the first time in the
urban planning context by David Harvey (1973), and later by Susan Fainstein
(2010) and Peter Marcuse (2012).

In the urban and political reality, disagreements regarding the planning
implications of justice affect the public planning system’s ability to operate in
the spirit of the philosophical justice principles. In this context, Arza Church-
man (2012) raises the issue of procedural justice for groups of population
who are at the planning system’s margins. For her, procedural justice means
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resolving public issues by facilitating public participation in planning decision
making processes, including marginal groups, such as the LGBT community.
According to Churchman, procedural justice complements distributive justice
but does not necessarily lead to it, as planning that suits the needs of one group
might come at the expense of the needs of another.

Other researchers (e.g. Rosner, 2003) call the struggle of groups and indi-
viduals to promote their rights and needs “politicization of needs”. Defining
needs and struggling to achieve them in urban planning contexts require aware-
ness and recognition of rights. Thus, recognition politics is integral to 1dent1ty
politics that also involves redistribution, or as Nancy Fraser claims, “Justice
requires nowadays a distribution and recognition” (2004, 271). Fraser chal-
lenges the dichotomy of cultural politics of recognition, as part of the LGBT
identity politics, for example, and on the other hand, socioeconomic politics
of resource redistribution. She believes that an appropriate and comprehensive
theory of justice should include components of both, based on recognition of
two kinds of injustice: distributive, that is, unequal distribution of resources;
and recognition, that is, lack of recognition of the cultural identity of certain
groups by the establishment (ibid). These issues will be examined in light of
the case study of Tel Aviv’s Gay Center.

4. Sexual politics in Israel and Tel-Aviv

The Israeli LGBT community has gone through significant changes since the
late 1980s. Before that time, Israel was a conservative place for LGBTSs and in
many ways excluded them from the public sphere. The turning point was the
amendment of the penal code that prohibited homosexual intercourse. This
penal code was borrowed from British law and although very rarely enforced,
its amendment in March 1988 heralded a revolutionary decade (Harel, 1999).
LGBT identity began being recognized not only legally but also in the media
and in other symbolic spaces within Israeli society, such as the military (Kama,
2000, 2011).

In the 1990s, Tel Aviv became Israel’s gay capital, and unlike the offi-
cial capital, Jerusalem, began supporting the LGBT community (Alfasi and
Fenster, 2005; Fenster and Manor, 2010; Kama, 2011). The local gay scene
flourished and began attracting growing numbers of gay tourists and venues
(Kama, 2014). Tel Aviv also led the way in LGBT municipal representation: in
1998 the first lesbian politician, Michal Eden, was elected to the municipality®.
Since then, LGBTS have been elected to all city councils in Tel Aviv, and most
recently, in 2014 three gay representatives were elected. This development

changed both the public visibility and legal status of LGBTs in Israel.

6. The first Lesbian women to be elected to office in the Israeli political system was Marcia
Freedman, who was a Knesset (parliament) member during the 1970s, but she “came out”
as a lesbian only later when she was no longer a public figure (see her memoir: Freedman,

1990).
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A cautionary note is in order here, however. These “rights” achieved by
the Israeli LGBT community are controversial given the broader context of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. I am mindful of the growing global gay movement
which views these “rights” as a form of “pinkwashing”: a strategy designed to
conceal the flagrant violations of Palestinian human rights behind a progres-
sive image personified by Israeli gay life (Gross, 2015; Schulman 2012). This
controversy impacts on LGBT and queer local politics and activism in the local
community (Baum, 2006; Ziv, 2010) and even within the Gay Center itself
(Misgav, 2015, 2016).

5. The Gay Center in Meir Park

In January 2008 the LGBT Community Center (“Gay Center”) was opened
in Tel Aviv’s Meir Park. Its opening is connected and has contributed to the
gay community’s growing influence in the city (Kama, 2000), resulting in
increased allocation of municipal resources and services. This change in local
politics and planning is evident in the findings of two surveys of the LGBT
community. At the beginning of the previous decade two large-scale surveys
were carried out to identify the community’s needs. The “pink” survey, initi-
ated by the city council member Michal Eden and conducted by the Center for
Economic and Social Research in the Municipality of Tel Aviv (see, Balnero
and Fridman, 2001), was designated “to collect information about the ways
of life, the social stances and the entertainment habits of the gay-lesbian com-
munity members, in order to help the committee for the LGBT and Tel Aviv
municipality in their activities for the community” (ibid, no page number). In
2004, council member Itay Pinkas conceived the LGBT community center,
which led to a “needs survey toward the establishment of a city center for the
LGBT community” (Pizmony-Levi, 2005).

This recent tendency toward recognizing the needs of the LGBT commu-
nity in the city, and the resulting redistribution of resources, are also related to
globalization processes that have weakened the state and its institutions, and
strengthened municipal autonomy in certain areas, sometimes to the point of
acting against national policies, for example regarding the LGBT community
(Alfasi and Fenster, 2005). Alfasi and Fenster contend that in this context that
the Municipality of Tel Aviv is the only official institutional body in the state
that acknowledges the existence of a gay-lesbian community with special needs
and provides it with the municipal services needed (ibid). The process of nego-
tiation between the community and the municipality, and the latter’s growing
autonomy, culminated in the decision to establish a community center at the
municipality’s initiative and with municipal funds.

The center is located in a three-story former school building owned by
the municipality at the edge of the park, in the heart of the city. Its director
Yuval Egartt says that the process of establishing the center began in 2004 for
two practical reasons: a major increase in the activity of community organi-
zations such as Hoshen (the lectures and educational service of the Israeli

550 Documents d’Analisi Geografica 2019, vol. 65/3



Planning, Justice and LGBT Urban Politics in Tel-Aviv: A Queer Dilemma Chen Misgav

LGBT Association) and IGY (Israeli Gay Youth), and a severe lack of space for
the activities of organizations, particularly for administrative purposes. Egartt
describes the coincidence in choosing the building and its allocation for the
center, despite the great investment in the preceding surveys:

We suffered from a real lack of physical space, of offices for the community’s
organizations... In 2005 I received keys for a kindergarten... in Ramat-Aviv
[wealthy northern neighborhood] — they gave us a kindergarten of two classes
and budget to renovate the place. And then, a week before the renovation started
I received a call from the Director of the Education Department. .. saying: “Stop
the renovation, we don’t have enough kindergartens and we have to take this one
back. We will give you another place but right now we need the keys urgently”.
The Department for Strategic Planning and the Engineering Administration
asked us what we needed. We did not have our needs documented and we did not
know what we needed. .. So we started a one-year process and we had options for
three buildings. .. This is the historical mistake that led us to Meir Park, otherwise

we would have remained long ago in Ramat Aviv. (Interview, August 17, 2011)

Nowadays, the center includes an information center, activity rooms, a
performance hall, coffee shop, and clinic for the LGBT community. It also
serves as the headquarters of many community organizations that used to be
scattered in different places. About half of the funding comes from the center’s
revenues (office rentals, the coffee shop license and minimal participation fees
for activities); the other half is provided by the municipality (about 10% by
direct support and the rest as salaries and other transfers); a small additional
sum is donated. The model of the Gay Center is unique and innovative on a
global scale, as although social community centers for the LGBT exist in many
cities in the west, they are mostly operated exclusively by NGOs with no direct
connection to the municipality or any other authority (Andrucki and Elder,
2007), even though they often receive some sort of financial support from the
municipality. In the Israeli case, the connection between the municipality and
the center is not limited to the use of the municipal building and the budget
transferred to a joint management and also to salaries for the center’s employees,
but is also embodied in the fact that the center was founded by the municipality
to serve the community all over the city and even beyond it, unlike other centers
that serve a geographical community (a neighborhood for example).

That being said, criticism was soon voiced within the community that the
center had become a hegemonic hub dominated by Ashkenazi middle-class gay
men. Called gueer patrzarc/ﬂy (Nast, 2002)7, such criticism is quite common in
global LGBT communities, and is voiced mostly by marginalized groups such as
lesbians, transgenders, bisexuals and others, who feel excluded from the commu-

7. This patriarchy includes mainly white well-to-do gay men belonging to the “creative class”
(Florida, 2004); it is connected to the establishment and to patterns of capitalistic and global
consumerism and replaces older, heteronormative patriarchies such as family, and racial and
militaristic attitudes.
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nity leadership. In this specific case, it is strongly linked to the Gay Center’s close
and unique connections to the municipal establishment, connections that many
see as promoting neoliberal practices and reproducing communal hegemony
(Moreno, 2011), thereby excluding certain LGBT groups from decision making.
I will elaborate on this important issue in the next section.

6. The Gay Center: Justice, planning, municipal politics and sexuality

In this section I revisit the three types of justice in the context planning,
municipal politics and sexuality. I will demonstrate that while the meanings of
distributive and procedural justice are relatively simple and clear, the meanings
of recognition justice require deeper and more nuanced discussion.

Let us return to the quotation from “The City Profile” with which
I opened this article. This document’s trailblazing approach to the LGBT
community cannot be taken for granted, and as demonstrated above, urban
and planning authorities’ recognition of gender and sexual communities and
their planning needs is a relatively new phenomenon — certainly in the Israeli
context. As suggested above, Tel Aviv-Jaffa leads a fairly independent policy
(Alfasi and Fenster, 2005), fundamentally different not only from that of the
national government (Ministry for the Interior, for example), but also from
what happens in other major cities®. Beside the document’s recognition value,
I would like to examine whether this policy also embodies distributive justice
toward the LGBT in the city. The document was published about a year after
the municipality had conducted the first extensive official survey of the needs
of the LGBT community in the city (Balnero and Fridman, 2001). Although
this survey was abandoned and its findings were not adopted or published,
the municipality chose a strategy of recognition of the LGBT community
in the city, also involving the budgeting of a community center — again, an
exceptional phenomenon in the Israeli context.

This urban strategy led to the second survey (Pizmony-Levi, 2005),
designed to (1) characterize the different needs of members of the LGBT
community and receive their feedback; (2) examine the need for a dedicated
city center; and (3) characterize the center’s predictable uses from the socio-
demographic aspect and specify its service offerings accordingly (ibid, 14). The
decision to invest in conducting the surveys in preparation for a much larger
investment in establishing the Gay Center points to a distributive policy that
turns the LGBT community from an invisible to a legitimate community®.

8. In Jerusalem, for example, municipal authorities consistently refuse to support and even
acknowledge the LGBT community and local NGOs struggle every year for equal distribu-
tion of resources or the right to public space (e.g. the gay parade) (See Elad, 2005; Alfasi
and Fenster, 2005).

9. In the last decade there has also been criticism within the community about not getting
enough budgets and being discriminated in comparison to other communities. While I
cannot elaborate here on this criticism, suffice it to say that it does not detract from the
unique achievement embodied by the center.
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In addition to distributive justice, does the process described above pro-
mote procedural justice in the planning context? I argue that the decision to
invest resources in the center and prepare it for a participatory process is a
manifestation of procedural justice for the LGBT community. True, deeper
community participation beyond the needs surveys and the municipality’s
joint work with community representatives could have been attempted, and
naturally those representatives represent the more powerful and mainstream
sections of the community. Still, the process embodied, to a large extent, the
principles of procedural justice in planning.

As for the third type of justice — recognition justice — it is obvious that
the municipality’s policy with its distributive and procedural justice aspects
deliberately promoted unambiguous recognition of the LGBT community
as part of Tel Aviv-Jaffa’s population. However, the issues here are less clear-
cut. The first issue in this context is related to transferring LGBT activities
from informal queer spaces to more “legitimate” ones such as the Gay Center.
Opver the years, before the official recognition of the LGBT community, its
members would meet and interact in “gray” and marginal urban spaces that
served as a basis for empowerment, identity-building and organizing, similar
to other communities (Yiftachel, 2012), including political protest organiza-
tions (Castells, 1983). Such spaces might be entertainment venues (Chauncey,
1994; Weightman, 1980), or places for sexual encounters and “cruising”, such
as parks (Hirsch, 2005). Parts of the LGBT community tend to view the estab-
lishment’s recognition as disciplining, controlling and restricting the spaces of
action of individuals in the community, and as a move to normalize and main-
stream them, and prevent non-heteronormative use of space that is still con-
sidered by many as perverse and obstructive of public order (Hubbard, 2012;
Mort, 2000). In the specific Israeli context, recognition by the establishment
is considered by many LGBTs as serving the Jewish national project (homona-
tionality) and presenting Israel in the world as a paradise of human rights,
thus “pinkwashing” its crimes in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (Gross,
2015). Others argue that the Gay Center represents Zionist and national “good
citizenship” (Hartal and Sasson-Levi, 2017), in the sense of cooptation with
the state. Homonationalism refers to dynamic binary processes of inclusion
and exclusion in which specific groups are marked with the “correct” belong-
ing and are deemed legitimate, while others are distanced from the public
sphere and deemed perverse. In other words, inclusion in mainstream society
also involves exclusion by ignoring inequality towards sections of the LGBT
community (Hartal and Sasson-Levy, 2018; Puar, 2007; Schotten, 2016).
Aeyal Gross (2015) argues that even though many Israeli LGBT people believe
that they live in a liberal democratic state, this notion is actually exploited as
a manipulative differentiation of Israel from other Middle Eastern countries
and reflects their lived realities in a limited and narrow way only. This politics
is named “pinkwashing”, a strategy of camouflaging human rights violations,
specifically towards Palestinians, via liberal and progressive visuals of civil and
LGBT rights (Schulman, 2012). The discourse of homonationalism, Gross
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contends, should also “examine how homosexuals (at least some) use the state
and the nationalism discourse similarly to how the state uses homosexuality”
(2015: 143).

Indeed, for many years before the opening of the center, Meir Park was
known as a place for forbidden relationships, secretive love affairs, misdemea-
nor and crime (Bileski, 2011), as well as a nighttime meeting space for gays,
especially for sexual purposes (Allweil, 2011). Note that at about the same
period of the surveys preceding the founding of the center, a renovation of
the park was completed. It was planned for three main target populations:
children, senior citizens and dogs owners. Gay males did not participate in the
preliminary process of defining the needs served by the renovated park, and
their needs were thus disregarded. The park that used to be dark and thick
with vegetation became open-spaced and lit at night, thus putting an end to
its sexual usefulness (Allweil, 2003).

The park’s renovation demonstrates how, initially, procedural justice did
not materialize for the LGBT community. On the other hand, few years later
the park received a different symbolic meaning for the LGBT community,
more “institutional” and legitimate, when the Gay Center came into being
with its public events (such as the Pride Parade that starts there every year), its
coffee shop, and memorial monuments'’. In other words, official recognition
of certain LGBT activities, such as the activities offered within the gay center
and supported by the municipality and the LGBT community hegemony,
as legitimate and deserving institutional support was counterbalanced by the
exclusion of activities considered less normative, such as cruising in the park
after dark for meetings and sex.

The second issue is related to the urban policy and planning politics
adopted by the municipality, designed to promote Tel Aviv-Jaffa’s image as
a modern city, part of a global network of financially and culturally leading
cities (Kippnis, 2009). Part of this positioning includes policy for the encour-
agement of activities by the so-called “creative class” (Alfasi 2006). This is a
global phenomenon that has recently become prevalent among planners and
urban decision makers (Muller-Myrdahl, 2011). These ideas draw on Richard
Florida’s (2004) creative cities theory that emphasizes the assimilation of poli-
tics of difference and making the city’s differences visible as part of the process
of turning it into a creative, global, attractive and competitive destination. In
other words, a population with difference is now considered an advantage, and
investing in it, a wise economic decision.

This new embracing of the LGBT community by urban decision makers
and planners worldwide, and particularly in Tel Aviv-Jaffa, makes sense from
their perspective as the LGBT community is commonly considered a creative
population (Alfasi and Fenster, 2005). Thus, on the surface it would seem that

10. One monument commemorates LGBT victims of Nazism, and a cactus garden was planted
in the memory of Liz Tobishi and Nir Katz who, murdered in 2009 in an attack against a
gay youth club in Tel Aviv.
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promoting sexual difference and its visible urban presence advances recogni-
tion justice for the LGBT community, and meets the Fraser’s (2004) distribu-
tive justice requirements. However, a queer analysis raises the possibility that
this kind of recognition justice can be problematic and complex more than it
seems at first glance. In order to understand this point we need to analyze the
urban strategy in respect to queer theory that challenges its basic assumptions,
as I will show here in details.

Such urban strategy, especially when accompanied by planning policy that
aims to acknowledge sexual difference and meet the needs of the diverse LGBT
community requires a stable, categorical identity with political visibility and
representation; that is, an essentialist identity acceptable to the mainstream,
or at least one that does not explicitly challenge the existing consumerist and
social order (Muller-Myrdahl, 2011). This is problematic from the queer point
of view that perceives sexual identity as a fluid category, unfixed and unsta-
ble, not necessarily heteronormative or homonormative. Lisa Duggan (2002,
179) gave homonormativity a political meaning, and associated it with neo-
liberalism: “Politics that does not challenge the institutions and the accepted
heteronormative assumptions but confirms them, as a part of privatized, non-
political gay culture that is rooted in the domestic individual space and in
consumer practices”. Dianne Richardson (2005) calls homonormative sexual
politics “politics of normalization”, meaning, neoliberal politics that strive for
equality and assimilation in mainstream heterosexual society (on the urban,
national and even global level).

Thus, the queer outlook on the realization of recognition justice in the
Tel Aviv Jaffa’s planning policy criticizes the fact that it “hugs” the LGBTs,
expects them to be “presentable” and “good citizens” (Hartal and Sasson-
Levi 2017), and limits them to institutional spaces and certain activities. This
queer perspective does not detract from the importance of fairer distribution
of resources (distributive justice), with the participation and cooperation of the
LGBT community in planning and policymaking (procedural justice), but at
the same time objects to the neoliberal view of LGBT's as consumers with an
essentialist identity. It asks why justice must necessarily turn the Other into
an obedient consumer and poster person for tourism promotion. The Gay
Center is an obvious embodiment of these neoliberal values (Moreno, 2011)
and represents the establishment’s way of rewarding the LGBT community for
their (economic and political) cooperation — particularly its wealthy, Ashke-
nazi and well-connected gay men, or the local queer patriarchy (Nast, 2002).
Queer criticism questions the center’s potential contribution to the general
LGBT community: is it no more than neo-corporatism (Hasson, 2001) —
municipality-sponsored activism? On the other hand, the Gay Center and
the local queer patriarchy it represents are not one-dimensional and can give
rise to subversive groups that undermine the homonormative order, such as
queer groups, transgenders or bisexuals, indicating that the issue of recogni-
tion justice in the context of the Gay Center is complex and not amenable to
simplistic generalizations (Misgav, 2015, 2016).
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7. Conclusion

This article presented issues arising from the interrelations between planning,
municipal politics and sexuality, an issue that needs better understanding in
order to generate cities more inclusive of sexual diversity. On the one hand,
it is a timely research project given the promotion of the concept of progres-
sive cities, where the presence of sexual minorities is conflated with economic
growth. On the other hand, the emergence of conservative politics continues
to play out in different ways across the world. For example, highlighting the
importance of this research are the anti-gay and anti-trans violence worldwide,
protests against gay pride events (in Russia, Poland, Hungary and other places),
or hate crimes such as the massacre at the gay nightclub in Orlando or the
murders in the gay youth club in Tel-Aviv (2009) or during the gay pride
parade in Jerusalem (2015).

In this paper, I examined some theoretical aspects and definitions of justice
in its urban and planning context — distributive, procedural and recognition
justice — through the case study of Tel Aviv-Jaffa and specifically the municipal
Gay Center. The case study demonstrated that establishing the center pro-
moted both distributive and procedural justice. The discussion of recognition
justice gave rise to a greater complexity given the institutionalization dilemma,
or, in this case, the queer dilemma. As we have seen, the center transformed
the relationship between the local (and even national) establishment and the
LGBT community, and in fact promoted recognition of an essentialist, main-
stream national(ist) and consumer(ist) LGBT identity, to the exclusion of
other sectors of the community and the spaces that served them.

8. Afterword
Very recently, in August 2019, the Tel-Aviv’s residents and the LGBT com-

munity were invited to a public event within the gay center. The aim of this
event, which was accompanied by publications in the local and national media,
was to celebrate the decision of Tel-Aviv municipality to allocate 30 million
NIS (about 8.5 million US$) for a serious renovations and expansion of the
gay center and rebuilt it (in the same location), and to present to the public
and the LGBT community the proposed program and the planned design of
the new center, which is expected to be open during the pride week of 2020
(June 2020). The program was based on the results of a public participation
process that were done with the users of the gay center and with other LGBT
community members during March and April 2018, headed by the Tel-Aviv
Municipality public participation unit and private planning office (DY Com-
mon Planning) hired for this purpose. This progression reflects the growing
political power of the LGBT community and its representatives within the
local politics on the one hand, and the successful of the gay center itself, that
can no longer provide the spaces and services the city and the community
need. On the other hand, it is a direct continuity of the process that led to the
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opening of the gay center, just a decade before, and thus strengthens the argu-
ment and analysis presented in this research. Of course, this news will need a
better elaboration and analysis that are beyond the scope of this paper, but they
do reflect a tendency indicate the current relationships between political pow-
ers, planning issues and LGBT community in Israel and in Tel-Aviv these days.
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Abstract

This article has three aims. First, I discuss the existing inequalities within the systems of
knowledge production dominated by “Anglo-American” academia and critically examine
the “East-West” binary to show that sexuality and gender/feminist scholars in geography
should learn from their deconstructive skills to overcome hegemonies erected by these
binaries both in academia and the related geopolitical landscapes. Second, I critically discuss
the concept of “Central and Eastern Europe” (CEE) which I do not intend to stabilize,
and hold up a mirror to the various hegemonic misunderstandings that take the form
of “homogenization”, “dehistoricization”, “isolation” or by ascribing “backwardness”, by
which they effectively erase or overlook knowledges and contributions of “non-Anglo-
American” scholars often left “beyond translation.” Last, I concentrate on the discussion of
the development of geographies of sexualities and gender/feminist thought in CEE geog-
raphy and illustrate the challenges that scholars from different institutional and national
contexts must still face. By this article, I attempt to stand for our/their recognition.
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Lessons from the “Periphery”: Countering Anglo-Geographic
Michal Pitoridk Hegemony over geographies of sexuality and gender

Resum. Lligons des de la «perifériar: contrarestar I'hegemonia anglogeografica de les geografies
de la sexualitat i de genere

Aquest article té tres objectius. En primer lloc, es discuteixen les desigualtats existents en
els sistemes de produccié del coneixement dominats per 'academia «angloamericana» i
s'examina criticament el binarisme Est-Oest per mostrar que la sexualitat i els/les academics/
ques en geografia i genere/feminista haurien d’aprendre de les seves habilitats desconstruc-
tives per superar les hegemonies que sorgeixen d’aquestes concepcions binaries, tant en
'académia com en espais geopolitics relacionats. En segon lloc, es discuteix criticament el
concepte d’Europa Central i Oriental (CEE) —que no intento estabilitzar— i s’examinen
els diferents tipus de malentesos hegemonics, tals com «<homogeneitzacié», «deshistoritza-
cid», «aillament» o «endarreriment», pels quals s’eliminen o es passen per alt coneixements
i contribucions d’académics/ques «no angloamericans/es», de manera que queden «fora de
traduccié». Finalment, l'article se centra en el debat sobre el desenvolupament de les geogra-
fies de les sexualitats i de genere/feministes en la geografia dels paisos de la CEE i §’il-lustren
els reptes que encara tenen els/les academics/ques de diferents contextos institucionals i
nacionals. Aquest article pretén mostrar el nostre/el seu reconeixement.

Paraules clau: geografies de les sexualitats; hegemonia angloamericana; Europa Central i
Oriental; génere; geografies feministes; gueer; produccié de coneixement

Resumen. Lecciones desde la «periferiar: contrarrestar la hegemonia anglogeogrdfica de las
geografias de la sexualidad y de género

Este articulo tiene tres objetivos. En primer lugar, se discuten las desigualdades existentes en
los sistemas de produccién del conocimiento dominados por la academia «angloamericana»
y se examina criticamente el binarismo Este-Oeste para mostrar que la sexualidad y los/
las académicos/as en geografia de género/feminista deberfan aprender de sus habilidades
deconstructivas para superar las hegemonfas que surgen de estas concepciones binarias,
tanto en la academia como en espacios geopoliticos relacionados. En segundo lugar, se
discute criticamente el concepto de Europa Central y Oriental (CEE) —que no intento
estabilizar— y se examinan los distintos tipos de malentendidos hegemdnicos, tales como
«homogeneizacién», «deshistorizaciény, «aislamiento» o «atraso», por los cuales se eliminan
o se pasan por alto conocimientos y contribuciones de académicos/as «no angloamericanos/
as», de modo que quedan «fuera de traduccién». Finalmente, el articulo se centra en el
debate sobre el desarrollo de las geografias de las sexualidades y de género/feministas en la
geograffa de los paises de la CEE y se ilustran los desaffos en los que todavia se encuentran
los/las académicos/as de distintos contextos institucionales y nacionales. Este articulo
pretende mostrar nuestro/su reconocimiento.

Palabras clave: geograffas de las sexualidades; hegemonfa angloamericana; Europa Central
y Oriental; género; geografias feministas; gueer; produccién de conocimiento

Resumé. Legons de la «périphérier : contrecarrer 'hégémonie anglo-géographique des
géographies de la sexualité et du genre

Cet article se donne trois objectifs. Tout d’abord, les inégalités existantes dans les sys-
temes de production de connaissances dominés par 'académie «anglo-américaine» sont
discutées et le binarisme «Est-Ouest» est examiné de manire critique pour montrer que la
sexualité et les chercheurs en géographie du genre/féministe devraient apprendre de leurs
capacités déconstructives afin de surmonter les hégémonies résultant de ces conceptions
binaires, a la fois dans les milieux universitaires et dans les espaces géopolitiques connexes.
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Deuxi¢émement, le concept «d’Europe Centrale et Orientale» (CEE) - que je ne cherche
pas 2 stabiliser - est discuté de maniere critique, et les différents types de malentendus
hégémoniques tels que <homogénéisation», «déshistoritisation», «isolement» ou «retard»
par lesquels les connaissances et les contributions des érudits «<non anglo-américains» sont
éliminées ou ignorées, restant ainsi «hors traduction». Finalement, l'article se concentre
sur le débat autour du développement des géographies des sexualités et du genre/féministes
dans la géographie des pays de 'Europe Centrale et Orientale et illustre les défis auxquels
font face les chercheurs de différents contextes institutionnels et nationaux. Cet article vise
A montrer notre/leur reconnaissance.

Mots-clés: géographies des sexualités; hégémonie anglo-américaine; Europe Centrale et
Orientale; genre; géographies féministes; queer; production de connaissances
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3. “Fight” for recognition: feminist and

sexuality thought in “CEE”

1. Introduction

In September 2017 I organized a session called “Central and East European,
Baltic and Balkan Geographies of Sexualities: it’s time to speak up!” that was
part of the IV European Geographies of Sexualities Conference. The number
of accepted contributions reached 15, and this resulted in splitting the meeting
into three sessions. Scholars from eight different countries presented their
papers and engaged in rich discussions within this unique opportunity to meet
in Barcelona. Within this empowering space, I for the first time experienced
a space where a session, oriented purely at advancing in non-Anglo-American
geographies of sexualities, took place. Although I am convinced that this uni-
que gathering was a success, I am also confident that many have faced barriers,
been excluded or encountered other obstacles that disabled them from partici-
pating. For me, it was the I European Geographies of Sexualities Conference
that took place in Brussels (2011) that allowed me to participate at such an
international event for the first time. Since then I have striven to introduce the
field of geographies of sexualities into Czech geography. However, these efforts
have been far from straightforward. Having to face complicated situations,
job insecurity, but also experiencing peer support, finding reason, and inter-
national friendships, I became motivated to gain a deeper understanding of
the diverse factors that influence scholars, including me, who seek to examine
geographies of sexualities and/or feminist/gender geographies, despite the fact
that this academic path may render them “dissident” in some regional or scho-
larly contexts more than in others. In conjunction, I also wanted to contribute
to the discussion about what hinders the development of these scholarly fields
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beyond the “Anglo-American” context, and put both internationally-relevant
factors, such as hegemonic relations linked to the processes of knowledge pro-
duction and knowledge recognition as well as local factors, into consideration.

2. Hegemonic knowledges

Are you a native English speaker? Do you publish in predominantly English
journals? Have you decided to publish in your native or second language? In
which languages can you comfortably read? Do you have access to a library
with scientific literature in your field of interest? Do you face barriers in being
able to participate at scientific conferences? Has your research become accepted
by your institution? Is there an institution behind you or are you an indepen-
dent scholar? Was or is the choice of your methods influenced by the insti-
tutional environment? Have you been able to find a job in the field of your
expertise? Did you move abroad, or did you stay? These are only a few of many
questions which we may employ to understand the influences and potentials
of knowledge productions of various scholars in various localities.

While some authors have recognized existing hegemonies in terms of the
Anglo-American! dominance in knowledge production (Blazek and Rocho-
vskd, 2006; Brown and Browne, 2016) or the Eurocentrism of contemporary
social sciences (Kulpa and Silva, 2016), they have been less tangible in naming
the concrete barriers and even less often offered tools or courageous visions
by which it would be possible to overcome and/or deconstruct them (Kit-
chin, 2003, 2005; Kulpa and Silva, 2016; Timdr, 2007; Timdr and Fekete,
2010; Tlostanova, 2014). Despite these repeated calls, the hegemony of this
knowledge production has had and continues to have a substantial impact on
the shape of (not-only) European discourses in gender/feminist,* sexuality and
queer studies.

These hegemonies have erected reductionist understandings which are
partially based on uncritical applications of binaries such as “Global North”
and “Global South,” “East” and “West” that effectively “other(ed)s” those
“beyond.” These hegemonies have created (new) hierarchies and objectivized
distinction between the imaginations of “modern West” and the “homophobic
East” and (re)constructed the narratives of “homogeneity,” “backwardness,”
“lack of humanity,” and/or perpetual “catching up” with the ideals singled out
in/by seemingly homogeneous “West” that often stands for the “Anglophone
West” (Ayoub and Paternotte, 2014; Kulpa and Silva, 2016; Navickaite, 2014;
Rodé de Zdrate, 2016; Stella, 2014; Szulc, 2018; Tlostanova, 2014).

1. Sometimes authors refer to “Western” or “Euro-American” dominance. I use this term
similarly as Timdr (2007) to substantiate that regardless of the fact I write from a European
perspective, we may still recognize various hegemonies and distinctive scholarly traditions
that can be juxtaposed with the Anglo-American (e.g., Czech, Hungarian, French, Spanish,
German etc.). By applying the term Anglo-American, I by no means intend to erase those
being pushed to its own peripheries (e.g., South Africa, New Zealand, etc.).

2. Due to the frequent use of both terms, I will use these terms interchangeably.
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In the context of what authors call, for example, “epistemic hegemonies”
we may ask how do geographical location and/or (a lack of) institutional affilia-
tion determine who gets recognized as a “knowledge producer” and who is sub-
dued as “informant and data miner” (Kulpa and Silva, 2016: 142). Similarly,
in their critique of Anglophone hegemony, Garcia Ramon et al. (2000) stress
that “knowledge from ‘other’ places is construed as exceptional, divergent and
local and, as such, not producing ‘theory’, only ‘case studies’” (ibid, 2006: 3).
This is also Tlostanova’s point when she criticizes (Western) postcolonial stu-
dies as marked by a clear subject/object division, distinguishing between the
subject who studies and the object which is studied:

The postsocialist and post-Soviet world has continued to vacillate between
the position of the subject and the object in the last two decades. We were
supposed to either reform ourselves and become modern and Western subjects
in some distant future, to join the refurbished global South when applicable,
or to simply vanish. (2014: 162)

Tlostanova’s (2014: 160) argument focuses on understandings of moder-
nity and humanism, where power hierarchies are reproduced with some of us
branded as “not quite human” as in “not quite European,” “not quite Chris-
tian,” “not quite white,” etc.

All these terms represent binary categories related to power relations con-
veying meaning and highlighting established dominant or hegemonic pers-
pectives. Indeed, feminist and sexuality scholars have been rather successful in
deconstructing?® sexuality and gender identity-related categories; however, it
seems they have so far largely failed to apply these approaches for overcoming
the normatively established hegemonies within their modes of knowledge pro-
duction (Garcia Ramon and Monk, 2007).

Authors concur that one of the obvious sources of these hegemonies emer-
ged from the current “economies of knowledge production” which, in the
context of feminist geography and sexuality studies, take the form of financial
limitations posing as barriers to access academic texts (Timdr, 2007). While
many have been shocked by Alexandra Elbakyanova’s Sci-Hub project, it still
represents the only conduit to academic texts for many who do not know how

3. We have come to an understanding that binary terms, as well as other signifiers, are products
of performative use of language (Butler, 1999). This lies at the heart of both social-con-
structivist and post-structuralist thought. We can no longer say things (e.g., gender) “are”,
but that they “are being done” (performed, reiterated), and we understand that it is various
forms of “amnesias of alternatives” that produce them as convincingly fixed categories (Berg-
er and Luckmann, 1991). As structuralist, post-structuralist and psychoanalytic scholars
have pointed out, the evasive nature of meaning regarding these seemingly fixed categories
favor conditions in which it is “what something is not” that is more easily conveyed than
“what something is,” thus giving rise to endless binary categories “defined” by their “mutual
exclusivity” with potentially endless space for their deconstruction. According to Sedgwick
(1990), we can deconstruct binaries by problematizing them, by adding a third term to the
existing binary as well as by re-interpreting them as spectra.
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to overcome paywalls of gate-kept neoliberal, for-profit, academic publishing
houses. Kitchin has discussed these barriers from the side of publishing hou-
ses before (Kitchin, 2005). Sci-Hub enforces “open-access” and by doing so
bypasses paid access to academic journal articles that many cannot access. As
I will further discuss, this barrier is specifically difficult to overcome in fields
such as geographles of sexualities or feminist/gender geographies that in fact
constitute “dissident fields” of i 1nqu1ry in many regional contexts in which
scholars need to “fight for recognition” and resist the mainstream academia
that continues to exclude them (Timdr and Fekete, 2010).

Scholars have also recognized that the majority of knowledge is produced
through Anglophone journals, and this situation also applies to human geo-
graphy (Garcia Ramon et al., 2006; Kitchin, 2005; Kulpa and Silva, 2016).
Most of the high-ranking human geography journals reside in the US and UK;
few others are based in Western-European or Scandinavian countries, most
of which accept English as the primary language of publication. Authors as
well have recognized that this hegemonic position of English is linked to the
increasing dominance of a “global knowledge economy” that favors publis-
hing within the environment of mostly Anglo-American publishing houses
(Kitchin, 2003, 2005). In this respect, we should be aware that if we do not
publish in our native/local languages then we cannot reach required recogni-
tion locally and may consequently cut ourselves off from the support of local
institutions and academic positions which could sustain both our research
and living (Timdr and Fekete, 2010). Not everyone masters English, and if
so, we should be more cognizant about the ways in which regarding it as an
“academic lingua franca” influences the local knowledge production and the
global recognition of local knowledges. For example, Garcia Ramon and Monk
(2007: 10) remind us that the very “willingness of Anglophone institutions
to value publications in languages other than English as they assess their own
colleagues is another political step forward.”

In a similar vein, scholars also criticized the scarcity of analyzed non-
English academic texts by “Western scholars” stressing the overt rarity of
non-English references present even in journals with international scopes, such as
Gender, Place and Culture (Garcia Ramon et al., 2006; Navickaiteé, 2014). Stella
(2014) also noted that the dominance of English-speaking academia might be
linked to limitations in the competences of native-English speaking scholars who
may have difficulties in accessing resources and researching in other languages.
She, for example, noticed that endemic “Russian sources might not be familiar
to the imaginary ‘global’ English-speaking reader, more au fair with the work of
internationally recognized academic work published in English” (Stella, 2014:
2). Timdr in this context documented the quite explicit hegemonic relationship
between the newly opened post-socialist “East Central Europe” and the “Wes-
tern scholars” whom hastened to produce knowledge on behalf of local scholars:

Of the 14 books on gender issues in East Central Europe that I found in
Hungarian libraries and that were written in English, only one was publis-
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hed in the region... Of the 166 authors of the 12 books published in the
UK or the USA, only 75 lived in the post-socialist region, and only one
of these books had an editor from outside of the Anglo-American sphere.
(2007: 4)

Consequently, it might be relevant to subject knowledge produced on
“behalf of others” to scrutiny as partial and/or incomplete translations may,
among other possible outcomes, (re)produce omissions, stereotyping and/or
lead to false conclusions. In this regard, Timdr and Fekete (2010: 776) argue
that “in addition to our partial knowledge, the linguistic diversity of the
region already placed restrictions on the process of information-gathering”.
Various knowledges thus remain “on-site,” disregarded, unrecognized or
simply locked “beyond translation.” On the one hand, these knowledges
are “kept” from the gaze of the “global” English-speaking reader, whereas
on the other they are also kept from being explored due to various forms of
“epistemic hegemonies” and “methodological nationalisms,” both leading to
the marginalization of feminist and sexualities knowledge within and about
“othered” regions.

However, these language hegemonies and barriers do not only influence
omissions and lack of sensitivity toward knowledge that is not translated 7z0
English, they also contribute to actual incompatibilities and insensitivities when
they uncritically introduce foreign vocabularies and/or concepts. Authors have
questioned the usefulness of certain English concepts in other linguistic con-
texts and criticized acceptance of English for “international academic debate,”
highlighting the fact that even the often uncomplicated “process of translation
between languages is highly subjective, political and situated” (Garcia Ramon
and Monk, 2007: 8). Rodé de Zdrate (2016) has, for example, pointed out
that the hegemonic (Anglo-American) understandings of concepts such as
“intersectionality,” “homonationalism” or “queer” may be counterproductive
in other contexts; specifically, she focused on the Catalan context where diffe-
rent epistemic standpoints change the ways in which racism, slavery or other
terms are approached. When she criticized the applicability of “queer” outside
its Western context, she did not only mention the lack of its comprehensibi-
lity in Catalan and Spanish, but also suggested the potential use of this word
leading to elitist, academic, connotations. Similarly, Stella (2014) argued that
it is necessary for us to be aware of local terminology especially in the sexual-
identitarian context, where again it is “queer” that becomes problematic and
unfamiliar in Russian, whereas these incompatibilities apply perhaps to all
non-Anglo-American contexts.

Indeed, some of these issues have been recognized already. As Brown
and Browne (2016: 3) put it, “the word ‘queer’ itself and the ideas behind
it do not translate easily.” Far from being uncomplicated, also in Czech, it
is sometimes difficult for me to find a balance between the need to cri-
tically discuss allochthonous terminology such as “the closet,” or “non-
heterosexuality” with the need to introduce or employ terminology that
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local scholars, and perhaps more importantly, the public could pick up
and use within wider societally and politically relevant discussions. As an
effect of this terminological negotiation, one must balance several factors
at once. For example, as it is not customary for most people who grew up
during the state-socialism to use sexual-identitarian terminology such as gay
and lesbian in Czech, and many of the younger generations resist using any
sexual-identitarian terms, and at the same time researchers recognize the
need to move away from the medicalized “homosexual,” I must seek more
inclusive and compatible terminology. As a result, I often employ terms
such as non-heterosexual (ne-heterosexudlni or neheterosexudini in Czech),
encountering that in addition to the need to explain its complicated relation
to heteronormativity, unexpected issues also arise when introducing foreign
punctuation. Using a hyphenated version ne-heterosexudlni is more limited
in Czech as it makes the word look foreign, whereas without it might be
more difficult to read.

Aside from terminological issues, some authors have also pointed out the
need to carefully approach foreign theories and concepts. Kuhar and Svab
(2014), for example, argue that understandings such as “typical urban/rural
divide” need to be recognized as inherently “Western experiences.” Therefore,
they may not be completely applicable to other social and cultural contexts.
Similarly, Garcia Ramon et al. substantiate that:

Many non-English languages, our own among them, have only one word
and are therefore linguistically unable to act out the sex/gender distinction. It
could be seen as a semantic problem that renders us incapable of distinguishing
between biological and social factors and criticising biological determinism.

(2006: 3)

Awumbila (2007) also discussed the applicability of gender/sex distinction
in an African context, showing that gender/sex may sometimes be understood
as flexible or comparatively irrelevant in some circumstances. Consequently,
we need to be vigilant about seeing local contexts through theoretical lenses
developed elsewhere. The insensitive introduction of foreign terminology may
spark wider societal antagonisms and ignite emotions that may be more diffi-
cult for us to quench than expected. Heated debates about so called “gender
ideology” or “political correctness” might all be more easily resolvable if more
sensitivity is put into dialogues between languages. Universalism has often
been touted as an idealistic form of human rights, but we must be cautious
about its potential to erase the particular, the local, and various sociocultural
contexts where “difference” needs to be appreciated and not sublimated by the
universal (Benhabib, 2011).

In the following three sections I will focus on discussing possible responses
to these existing hegemonic knowledges that (re)produce omissions, stereo-
typing and may lead to false conclusions mainly, but not exclusively, in the
context of geographies of gender and sexuality.
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2.1. Complicating the East-West binary

Stella et al. (2017: 5) argues that “the narrative of an ‘East/West’ divide is,
in many ways, an oversimplification of a very fluid and complex picture.” I
write this article from my own situated perspective, in this case located in
Czechia.* Therefore I tend to position myself inside of a geopolitical region
“imagined and called” “Central Europe,” which is a dominant notion in the
Czech context (Eberle, 2018). I will aim to utilize this “third” term (West,
East, Center) to complicate these often simplistic divides and attempt to con-
tribute to their deconstruction within the field of geographies of sexualities
and feminist geographies. I shall admit that there is no one “Central,” “East”
or “Eastern Europe,” but a diverse and rich region defined depending on the
author and the region from which s/he comes. Consequently we may call this
imagined region Central Europe (CE), Eastern Europe (Navickaité, 2014),
Central and Eastern Europe (CEE), East-Central Europe or East and Central
Europe (ECE) (Timdr and Fekete, 2010) or Post-socialist (Blazek and Suska,
2017), Eastern or the Soviet bloc (Szulc, 2018), or by any other term such
as the New Europe or non-core Europe that may be just “trending” (Balogh,
2017). Still, none of these terms can be attributed a fixed meaning or a territo-
rial shape; all of these concepts are constantly evolving both in time and space
(Balogh, 2017). In a way, these have all become “empty signifiers” which are
both symbolically ambiguous and highly impactful as powerful signs (e.g., in
policymaking) at the same time.

Due to my situatedness, I sometime use the terms “Central Europe” (CE)
and “Central and Eastern Europe” (CEE); however, I do not wish to stabilize
them but rather complicate them.

The concept of Central Europe at first seems to have a potential in
deconstructing the East-West binary (seemingly as a third term). However,
a more detailed look unveils that it represents a mere form of geopolitical
imagination related to the East-West (hierarchical) binary reflecting the
inner hierarchies of this geopolitical power-relationship. Kundera (1984)
imagined Central Europe as a culturally homogenous region artificially
and temporarily divided by the Iron Curtain. According to Eberle (2018),
Kundera has culturally fueled the geopolitical imagination of wishful “rein-
tegration with the West” that was once a reality (the idea of a “kidnapped
West”). The idea of Central Europe has also been used to delimit parts of
Europe against Russia or the former Soviet Union and has indeed fueled
various hierarchical orders, thus creating various degrees of “Easterness”
(Tlostanova, 2014). In this way, Czechs have always considered themselves
as being “almostwestern” (Eberle, 2018). Central Europe was also utilized
in order to “reintegrate” several countries with “the Europe proper” after it
was othered as an “improper Europe” during the Cold War (Balogh, 2017).
According to Tlostanova:

4. The short geographical name for the Czech Republic.
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[TThe postsocialist countries of Eastern and/or Central Europe have always
remained second-class European or in more recent terms, New Europeans, or
non-core Europeans. So in their case, the struggle is, first of all, for claiming
their right to be considered European with no negative pejorative prefixes
and adjectives and, figuratively speaking, to finally be let into the living room
of Europe instead of always being kept in the entrance hall as a poor distant
relative. (2014: 164)

Tlostanova (2014: 165) further criticized that many scholars still retain a
highly generalized image of socialism and totalitarian communism and that
they seldom think about the actual nuances that exist within this diverse region

2.2 Complicating the “homogeneity of the East”

Neither “East,” “West” nor “Centre” has in fact ever been homogenous, and
this also applies to their variously imagined subregions, which also “travel” in
time and space relative to their imagined geopolitical positions (Kulpa, 2014;
Navickaiteé, 2014). Yet, as Timdr and Fekete (2010) observed, feminist and
sexuality scholars still treat “Eastern” Europe rather uniformly and approach
it uncritically under one umbrella term, most frequently by “post-socialism”
or the “East” and by doing so contribute to their inaccurate representations.
One of the typical consequences of employing this terminology is the illusion
of its homogeneity (Navickaiteé, 2014; Szulc, 2018; Tlostanova, 2014).

In her discussion on intersections between “the postcolonial” and “the
post-socialist,” Tlostanova stresses that the tag “post-socialist” is:

[Ulnable to successfully glue together the multiplicity of countries, people,
cultures, religions, and sensibilities that came under Soviet auspices for several
decades in the twentieth century and then dispersed again, joining remaining
power vectors of various kinds. (2014: 161)

Here Tlostanova unravels the most crucial factors: the relativity of histori-
cal time and the spatiotemporal inertia of power. As geographers, we tend to
complicate space and conceptualize its relations to power, yet we should not
leave the time out of the equation as both have inertia and “power vectors” as
Tlostanova mentioned. These indeed do not exist in a spatial vacuum or some
state devoid of time continuities of various points of origin both in time and
space. An obvious example of this may be Czechoslovakia, which was part of
the Austrian-Hungary empire until 1918, then functioned as a democratic
country from 1918 to 1948 (although divided during the Second World War
due to the influence of Nazism, when a sizable portion of its territories were
annexed by the Third Reich and Slovakia became a fascist state from 1939-
1945) and then became a socialist country from 1948 to 1989, that divorced
into Czechia and Slovakia in 1993. Therefore, it would be impossible to simply
put Czechia or Czechoslovakia on a map without complicating its history or
studying the “power vectors of various kinds” that in fact continue to affect
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local developments, we may thus perhaps conceptualize and study these as
some sort of spatiotemporal persistences. Similarly, former Yugoslavia could
not be easily attributed to the “East” as Tito’s Communist Party of the 1940s
decided to break off from Stalin’s regime, and the country has geopolitica-
lly positioned itself somewhere between East and West and this lasted until
Yugoslavia’s dissolution in the early 1990s (Kuhar and Svab, 2014).

Tlostanova, in this context, stresses that it is not possible to employ post-
socialism as an umbrella term, whereas:

[It] is high time to work out a more complex, theoretically intersecting and
properly differentiated approach for the interpretation of post-socialist realities
and subjectivities, to avoid studying them as an object from some presumably
disembodied position and ghettoing the ex-second world in its intellectual
isolation from topical discussions in social theory and criticism. (2014: 168)

In this respect, Szulc (2018) provides a convincing argument in the context
of sexual politics within the “Eastern bloc.” Not only did he initiate the re-his-
toricizing project of the actually de-historicized accounts of CEE by discussing
the development of transnational sexual activism, but he also demonstrated
how these movements in different countries® followed different trajectories
of development (power vectors), allying themselves with different segments of
society or the state such as sexology in Czechoslovakia, the Evangelical Church
in East Germany, universities in Slovenia or, alternatively, staying relatively
independent in Hungary or Poland (Szulc, 2018: 85).

Therefore, Szulc, like Tlostanova, argues that “first of all, we should ack-
nowledge different trajectories of those provisions throughout the time in
particular countries.” (2018: 72).

Moreover, authors have also disproved the myth of the impermeability of
the Iron Curtain when they pointed out that interactions between the sexual
politics in the “East” and activism in the “West” were not only initiated after
the end of the Cold War (Navickaité, 2014), but did in fact flourish before
(Szulc, 2018). Szulc has recently investigated eight pre-1990s reports published
by the Austrian organization Homosexual Initiative Vienna (HOSI), the initia-
tor of the Eastern Europe Information Pool (EEIP) program, which has been
aimed at expanding the International Lesbian and Gay Association’s (ILGA)
reach beyond the “West” since 1981. Szulc (2018: 63) has also begun dismant-
ling the unidirectionality of “progress” where he pointed out that although
EEIP aimed “to support the founding of homosexual groups in the region
‘according to the Western example,” it in turn proved to be complicated due
to local variations and resistances to such efforts by the activists themselves.® In
his research, Szulc effectively proved that the recent de-historicized depictions
of “the Pink Curtain” as having formerly isolated the “East” from the “West”

5. Namely in Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland and Slovenia.
6. For example, resistance on the part of some Eastern Bloc activists against the “saving gays”
narrative (Szulc, 2018: 69).
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are fallacious because the Iron Curtain was in fact “rusted” and, based on his
work, he started to re-historicize “the East”.

2.3. Complicating the “backwardness of the East”

Szulc elegantly demonstrated how the first EEIP report essentialized not only
communist ideology but also various “Eastern bloc societies.” He and Stella
both stress that there is still a prevailing tendency to represent national societies
encapsulated within this term as having inferior qualities by using terms such
as “Soviet mindset” or “Balkan mentality” (Stella, 2015: 7; Szulc, 2018: 71).

Tlostanova (2014) has explained that these hierarchizations are closely con-
nected to the thesis of modernity, where subjects in “the East” are treated as if
they were less humane than their counterparts in “the West”. This positioning
of human subjects on the maps of humanness makes them unhappy and anx-
ious about losing their standing in the “hierarchy of humanity.” This is also
what Stulhofer and Sandfort timely observed when they wrote:

[It] seems that in many respects postcommunist Europe is following the sexual
trajectory of the West, probably with a delay of some two to three decades.
Should we assume that in time sexual landscapes of the postcommunist East
will become the mirror image of the West? If so, will it be the triumph of social
and economic development, the outcome of the successful modernization of

the East? (2005: 16)

Such depictions of backwardness have been repeatedly employed and have
been discussed by Navickaité (2014: 169) as “orientalizing” depictions of Wes-
tern hegemony or superiority that have “created a widespread dissatisfaction
and inferiority complex in CEE countries” whereas “this frustration is especia-
lly well expressed in the local ultra-nationalist discourse, where anti-Western
attitudes in the nationalist rhetoric are often intertwined with homophobia”.
Timdr has also observed these “neo-colonial” relations in her discussion of the
development of gender/feminist approaches in East Central European geogra-
phy. She quoted a paper by Bassnett which I feel compelled to re-quote too:

Today, the terminology of rebirth, of helping, of educating the new demo-
cracies is all around us; Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, and a whole host
of other nations that were blank spaces on the map to most Westerners until
very recently are now discussed in the classic language of the colonizer, the
parental figure who “discovers” a new land and finds the natives to be childlike
creatures who need to be civilized. (Bassnett, 1992: 11 quoted in Timdr 2007:
4; emphasis mine)

Accounts of backwardness and the account of “West as an example” were
analyzed by Kulpa and Mizieliiska (2011: 16-18) who conceptualized them
as “Western progress narrative”, which effectively narrates that the Western
present is the Eastern future to be achieved: “whatever CEE became/is/will
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be, West had become/has already been/will have been”. They have attempted
to reconceptualize our understanding of this “progress narrative” by de-cen-
tering our often homogeneous conceptualization of time. The authors pro-
posed a concept of “temporal disjunction” between “the West” and “CEE” and
offered it as an alternative to simplistic accounts of “backwardness” of Eastern
Europe’s sexual activism. They distinguished a “Western time of sequence”
which, according to them, flows in a rather uncomplicated linear fashion, from
the “Eastern time of coincidence” which according to the authors may be the
reason why post-communist sexual politics are viewed as staying “behind
the West” or even “moving backwards.”

In her critique, Navickaité (2014: 172) pointed out that this differential
conceptualization of time is problematic as it fails to deconstruct the binary
between the East and the West and in fact may essentialize their difference
and retain an unproblematic view of the “West” as progressive. She criticized
the uncomplicated fashion in which authors depicted “West” as coherently
progressing from homophile to LGBT to queer.

In fact, there are numerous examples that remind us that the “West” has
never been homogenous or progressed linearly. For example, the foundations
of the homophile movement built by Magnus Hirschfeld disintegrated due
to the rise of Nazism. Britain has recently commemorated the 30 years since
the introduction of the infamous Anti-LGBT Section 28 Law introduced by
Margaret Thatcher that banned the “promotion of homosexuality” in schools;
a law that was repelled by the Labour government in 2003. Section 28 then
should be compared to the currently enacted “Anti-gay propaganda” law Rus-
sia introduced in 2013. Neither has the global AIDS pandemic represented
the same challenges to sexual politics around the world. On the one hand, the
moral panic has, for example, deteriorated public opinion about homosexuals
in the UK and caused moral panic in the US (McKay, 2014). But it has also
contributed towards ending the tabooing of homosexuality in Poland, Hun-
gary, Czechoslovakia, and other CEE countries and was not coded only as a
“homosexual disease” but one symptomatic of a general moral and social decay
not exclusive to heterosexuals, as several authors have eloquently demonstrat-
ed in their work (Koldfov4, 2013; Kurimay and Takdcs, 2017; Szulc, 2018).
Similarly, thriving sexual orientation change efforts (SOCE) as “methods”
used in an attempt to “change” the sexual orientation of homosexual and
bisexual people may be still easily accessible and practiced in the “West” at
present, whereas similar techniques may be forbidden elsewhere including
regions viewed as part of the “East.”

Regardless of these examples, it is impossible to deny that CEE is being
represented as less advanced in the context of gender equality and sexual citi-
zenship both by popular media (e.g., accounts of the Rainbow Curtain) and
activist organizations. Indeed, there are numerous examples of this, including
results from various surveys on stigma, homophobia, bullying, etc. (Pachankis
et al., 2016; Pitondk and Spilkovd, 2016) or easily verifiable facts such as that
no CEE country has thus far opened marriage to same-sex couples. Popular
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“Western” media representations are often keen to publish images of LGBTQ+
migrants leaving Eastern Europe to escape persecution from Chechnya; they
also often represent “their countries” as “gay friendly.” But we should ask
whether they truly are “gay friendly” or whether they have only been successful
in marketing themselves as such by recognizing the “pink market” and pro-
fiting on “gay tourism” (Binnie, 1995). Authors have also been suspicious of
the popular continental rankings, such as the ILGA-Europe Rainbow Europe
Map that may only reproduce misconceptions as it might rightfully reflect the
legal situation but does not “straightforwardly reflect wider social norms and
attitudes” (Stella et al., 2017: 5).

Specifically, we need to be cautious about not drawing oversimplified
conclusions about the underlying causation of these situations as they may
simultaneously interfere with the efforts of local activists, policymakers, etc.
Stella et al. (2017), for example, pointed out that the introduction of same-
sex union legislation has been more controversial in the CEE region, whereas
Browne and Nash (2017: 646) have recently started to complicate the often
“untroubled” developmental narratives in “the West” with a new concept
of heteroactivism as a means to “engage with the current strategies being
deployed in resistance to sexual and gender rights”. Therefore, it might be
heteroactivism that should be approached more critically and recognized
as having been more “advanced” in the CEE region which has mostly been
understood as “backward.” In this way, the constitutional amendments res-
tricting and defining marriage only as a union between a man and a woman
as deliberate interventions aimed to prevent the introduction of same-sex
marriage in the CEE need to be viewed as institutional victories of a “more
advanced” heteroactivism.

In this vein, other authors have also recognized that the development of
“liberal values” should not be left uncomplicated as depictions of “the West”
as progressive and liberal may, in fact, conceal other processes that need to be
investigated, such as migration of prejudice from the public into the private
sphere (Valentine and Harris, 2016).

Narratives of “catching up with the West” therefore need to be revisited as
they reproduce a hurtful race for progress, which effectively dehumanizes the
“East” as less “advanced”, “liberal”, “progressive” or “modern”; all of which
may fuel imaginaries that permanently freeze CEE and other othered regions
as always lagging behind the “West”.

In the last section I will focus on complicating our understanding of “why”
geographies of sexualities as well as gender/feminist geographies have so far
remained rather quiet in the CEE.

3. “Fight” for recognition: feminist and sexuality thought in “CEE”

Geographies of sexualities (as well as feminist and gender geographies) have
become established fields of inquiry over the past three decades, especially
within the British and American scholarly traditions (Bell and Valentine, 1995;
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Browne et al., 2007). Brown and Browne (2016: 1) reflect that this loosely
defined field of inquiry emerged from “the desire to examine geographical
differences in sexualities and their spatial specificities as a key aspect of human
geographies”. Indeed, before this geographical subdiscipline established itself
among the main chapters of geographical thought within Anglo-American
human geography it had to overcome several obstacles, and yet I will argue that
desire and determination may not be enough for the establishment of this field
“beyond the Anglo-America.” True, researchers from other regions such as the
Mediterranean and Latin America have also begun establishing geographies of
sexualities, and they have at least partially succeeded in piercing into the mains-
tream geography especially in the context of feminist geography (Cortés et al.,
2007; Ferreira and Salvador, 2014; Johnston and Longhurst, 2009; Sibalis,
2004; Silva and Vieira, 2014), yet it is safe to say that sexuality research has
remained silenced, and largely “Western-oriented,” both methodologically,
theoretically and discursively.

To date, only scant attention has focused on Central and Eastern Euro-
pean geographies of sexualities, while the authors have repeatedly warned us
about the potential risks connected with the uncritical repro- or introduction
of foreign discourses (Kuhar and Svab, 2014; Kulpa, 2014; Kulpa and Mizie-
lifiska, 2011; Navickaite, 2014; Stella, 2013). Although authors from outside
the “West” have already begun uncovering various geographies of gender and
sexualities within this particularly diverse region, these have often not been
labeled as feminist geographies or geographies of sexualities. Rather they started
to appear as part of diverse traditions built upon quite different academic cul-
tures, often constraining them by lacking supportive structures and by presence
of rigid disciplinary traditions (Timdr, 2007).

One of the most significant differences that influence the development
of feminist geographies and geographies of sexualities in CEE are substan-
tially different discursive and related epistemic power-geometries within local
and regional “geographical schools” (Massey, 1993). First, it is necessary to
acknowledge that geography as a discipline within many of the CEE national
and regional context represents a very distinct field with specific forms of local
epistemic hegemonies, including publication traditions functioning as obstacles.

Nonetheless, it may be easy for a student to spend a semester abroad and
become informed in some extra-departmental discourse in an increasingly
interconnected, globalized and well-networked world. And while this may
encourage or nourish the student’s desire to focus on these fields, what may be
much harder is to retain this focus and defend this desire following one’s arrival
back into the well-established department. In association with the first part of
this article on various hegemonic influences, it is then the various positiona-
lities of concrete researchers; the relation between their desires and respective
subject matters; their attitudes toward academic mobility; their willingness to
become scholarly nomads and/or to leave their partners, parents, friends or
families behind; the language skills; the competitive and managerial climate
(pressure to publish, pressure to obtain independent funding, presence of sup-
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port) and other factors that influence various local academic traditions, their
forms and speeds at which different subfields, including the development of
feminist and sexuality/queer though in human geography, that all influence
establishment of these fields by given scholars.

Local cultural, political, and language traditions shape the forms and
career paths of scholars. These are as well shaped by privileged indivi-
duals who act as gatekeepers of proper geographical knowledges. These indi-
viduals, regardless of the state of international discussions and discourses
within the key geographical journals (even if most occur in English), exercise
their local influence and defy these developments imbued with their sub-
jective, political or other beliefs. Consequently, they decide what is being
taught at their departments and by whom. They might disregard theories or
approaches they deem “soft” and disempower scholars from contributing to
the international debates by, for example, selecting new employees who are
more “compliant” with their prevailing “mainstream understandings of what
geography constitutes” and what or who should remain excluded. Therefore,
even if geographers receive proper education at renowned universities, they
still must “establish themselves” within certain intersubjective departments,
where it is the discursive situatedness located at certain coordinates within
concrete philosophical power-geometries that decide whether they can stay
or not regardless of their desire or diligence. Many geography scholars from
CEE and beyond could certainly name the specific local discursive resistan-
ces which they have to (or had to) face. Within these hegemonies, feminist
geographies and even more so geographies of sexualities may be othered and
resisted as “not enough geographical,” too “interdisciplinary,” “peripheral”
or “out of place” (Pitondk and Klingorovd, 2019). They may be categorized
as “soft,” put together with other disregarded categories of difference such as
gender, race or (dis)ability. They may continue to be depreciated based on
the preference of “hard” quantitative and positivist methods, thus devaluing
qualitative methods and theoretical research due, for example, to a dominant
focus on regional and applied approaches.

It is no coincidence then why Timdr and Fekete (2010) speak of a “fight
for recognition” when they discuss feminist geography in CEE. According to
the authors, even after nearly 30 years has passed since the fall of communism,
mainstream geographical perspectives in CEE remain largely gender- and even
human-blind, thus almost entirely blind towards sexualities. They further spe-
cify that it is the alleged objectivity and neutrality of social(ist) geography that
prevailed within the mainstream and prevented geography from focusing on
social/human problems (ibid. 2010: 778). Voiculescu (2011) supports this
explanation from a Romanian perspective, where she argues that the socia-
list geography focused only on “the economic geography that had practical
relevance for the communist system. As though in the universities, it was
highly quantitative and descriptive, not connected to the diverse spheres of
everyday life” (Voiculescu, 2011: 190). Although she explains that she and
her colleagues were successful in establishing a gender and geography course
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at University of Timisoara already in 2004, they still face barriers and lack of
recognition today.

Similarly, as (Blazek and Rochovskd, 2006: 7) stated in their timely, brave
and/or almost avant-garde book contribution to both Slovak and Czech’
“feminist geographic thought”, although “Western” human geographical
has found a way to accept feminist theory, Slovak academia gave space only
to isolated groups of feminist scholars, whereas “geography, perhaps also
due to its interdisciplinarity and lack of unity, has been so far immune to its
onset ’ disregarding it within the field of geography almost entirely. And this

“power-geometrical immune system” has seemed to last, although authors
have recognized that the development of feminist thought is actively resis-
ted. One of the symptoms of this resistance is the fact that these approaches
are still considered to be relatively new, even three decades after the fall of
communism (Pitondk, 2014; Pospisilovd and Pospisilovd, 2014; Timdr and
Fekete, 2010). Therefore, even if feminist geography was not academically
pursued within CEE up until the dismantling of socialism (Timdr, 2007),
the following transitional years enabled it only minimal (peripheral) atten-
tion and visibility. In their recent effort to (re)introduce feminist thought
into Czech geography, Pospisilovd and Pospisilovd (2014: 118) summed
up that geographical departments in Czechia almost entirely omit feminist
geographies, which is reflected by a low number of completed theses defen-
ded in this field, The situation in the Czech context is also well reflected by
Danék (2013), who admitted that feminist geographical thought has been
presented at numerous occasions and they themselves contribute to summari-
zing the leading works of, mostly foreign, scholars in the field. However, he
also concluded that for many geographers the word feminism still conveys
a negative or pejorative content and they remain reserved to the idea of
connecting feminism with geography. He closed that critical perspectives
such as knowledge situatedness are considered abstract theories by several
geographers who “do not have the capacity to shake them in their convic-
tion about rightfulness of their search for universal objective explanation”
(Danék, 2013: 104).

Timdr and Fekete (2010: 783) corroborated this from a Hungarian pers-
pective when they wrote that: “there are acclaimed professors (in Hungary
and Slovakia for example) who are in open denial of the very existence of
feminist geography and expressly discourage their students from studying it.”
Inclusion of feminist and other social-critical approaches (including sexua-
lity and queer approaches) within the context of CEE thus truly resembles
a “fight” with the conservative, empiricist and still largely positivist local
mainstream geographical traditions which are recognized as main obstacles
in the development of this field (Pitondk and Klingorovd, 2019; Timdr and

7. Due to mutual closeness of our two countries, almost entire language understandability,
shared history and culture both academic cultures continue to mutually influence each
other.
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Fekete, 2010). If it is still considered “brave” to pursue gender and feminist
theories, then pursuing research in the field of geographies of sexualities and
queer theories within local geographies may be simply unpalatable by many
local departments. Those who are willing to counter mainstream geography
and apply “locally novel” theoretical and methodological approaches are
often deemed as “dissident geographers.” They/we have to negotiate with
both the local “arbiters of human geographical thought”, and the various
hegemonies posing as obstacles in their access to knowledge and ability to
participate as knowledge producers themselves. Although I called for scru-
tinizing the Anglo-American hegemonic knowledges, I should also caution
about the typical disregard and lack of comprehension that is often manifes-
ted in the broad indifference for “post-modern”, “feminist” or other thought
viewed as “foreign” by some of these arbiters. In this sense, the local arbiters
of geographical thought who, in the context of neoliberal academia, “are
worried that the position of geography will be eroded by the adoption of
‘foreign’ approaches and methods, including those applied in interdiscipli-
nary gender studies, and through further specialisation” (Timdr and Fekete,
2010: 778) may perpetuate divisions and boundaries between knowledge
exchange and collaborations, based solely on their professed roles in defen-
ding the “disciplinarity” of geography against the wider influences of “inter-
disciplinarity” (Pitonidk and Klingorovd, 2019). Consequently, many with
non-confrontational personalities may instead succumb to “local pressures”
and/or vacate the field rather than “stay in dissent.”

This is also one of the reasons why local scholarly boundaries within CEE
largely remained bound by the national boundaries (Bajerski and Siwek,
2012), thus leaving them somewhat perplexingly disconnected and fueled by
specific regional methodological nationalisms (Navickaité, 2014) that uncri-
tically promote approaches or theories which exercise local influence, but
lack international recognition and/or corrective reflecting. This is then well
evidenced in a high degree of intra-national and intra-departmental publica-
tion/citation traditions (Bajerski and Siwek, 2012). Thus, even if numerous
critics have repeatedly voiced themselves and presented their contributions
at local, regional and international conferences, they/we have so far been
unable to establish themselves/ourselves within their/our local geographical
mainstreams.

To introduce the feminist and other critical approaches into CEE geo-
graphies, authors have for example criticized the insufficient methodological
and theoretical prowess of geographers, and called for the introduction of
feminist—meaning qualitative—methods (Matousek, 2013; Rochovskd et
al., 2007). However as these methods have often borrowed from Anglo-Ame-
rican feminist geography, interdisciplinary gender studies or critical theory,
it has been the introduction of these “approaches, practices and methods,
modern or even post-modern by ‘East-Central European standards’, that
generate[d] the strongest resistance from traditional geography” (Timdr and
Fekete, 2010: 782).
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Timdr and Fekete (2010: 779) put it aptly when they argued that: “Stran-
gely enough, it was through working in east-west co-operation or networking
that we, representatives of feminist geography in various countries in ECE,
‘stumbled upon one another’”. In the context of lacking support, opportu-
nities, and recognition, it is then no surprise that cooperation outside of the
region is more plausible then networking within it.

The project of establishing feminist/gender geographies as well as geogra-
phies of sexualities in CEE only starts by recognizing the main foci of oppo-
sition. By understanding various power-knowledge and hegemonic relations,
we need to be conscientious of ways we may further be delayed in the success
of our efforts; for example, by navigating the demands of publishing interna-
tionally. Timdr and Fekete put it eloquently:

We must plan a scheme to fight the views that are in denial of the very justi-
fication of feminist geography and refuse to recognize it as geography. Geo-
graphers will have to fight this battle primarily against mainstream geography
in the country where they live. For the time being, challengers are not among
the readers of Gender, Place and Culture and other similar journals, no matter
how much we would like things to be otherwise; therefore, publishing abroad
cannot replace publishing locally. (2010: 784)

Even if we find some balance between publishing in our local languages
and using English or another language to share our ideas with colleagues across
national boundaries, we will still need to face barriers in access to scientific
literature, insecure job situation, lack of funding opportunities or academic
infrastructure that restrict us from contributing/cooperating in this “fight for
recognition” (Kulpa and Silva, 2016). The discussed epistemic power-geo-
metries will continue to influence the success rates of our grant applications,
the existing research teams will regulate who will be accepted and who will be
hired, who will be the “researcher,” and who will be the “data miner.”

4. Conclusion

Whether we focus on countering the hegemonic influences of Anglo-American
thought or empowerment of dissident geographers of sexualities or feminist geo-
graphers attempting to establish themselves within the context of CEE, I believe it
is crucial to remember that all these relations still refer to relations between human
actors, researchers, scholars, and others.® I want to close this article by showing
an example of success from abroad, and although there might be numerous other
positive experiences,’ I decided to quote an example regarding the creation of The
Group on Gender Studies in Geography at the Autonomous University of Barce-

8. Although at some point in the near future, A.I. and other less sophisticated actors such as
automated translation services will increasingly influence them as well.

9. For example, French geographies of sexualities and feminist geographies (Creton, 2007) or
the experience of German and Austrian feminist geography (BASSDA, 2000).
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lona. This group was founded in 1987 and formally recognized by the adminis-
tration of the university in 1995. I consider the following as particularly inspiring;

From its initiation, this Group was directed by Maria Dolors Garcia Ramon,
an established full professor. This situation contrasts with that in some other
countries where those attempting to introduce gender research and teaching are
junior scholars. The Barcelona group consciously adopted strategies that would
advance and consolidate its position. These included: incorporating multiple
members of the department, including young researchers and graduate students;
seeking external research funds (regional, national and international); developing
competitive scholarly records by publishing in refereed journals, nationally and
internationally; teaching specialised courses in gender; establishing a modest
documentation centre on themes related to its research; presenting at interna-
tional meetings; forming a supportive local informal network; and establishing
relations with geographers outside Spain, by going abroad themselves and invi-
ting foreign geographers into the department. (Cortés et al., 2007: 3)
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Abstract

This paper aims to deepen the conversation about the potential relevance and importance
of including reflection on the desire and sexuality of the researcher in research outputs.
We critically scrutinise the exceptionalisation of sexual(ised) interactions in research: why
is sexual(ised) contact between researchers and participants considered unethical or prob-
lematic, and what are the consequences of the avoidance of—and/or the (self-)censorship
with regard to discussing—intimacy in the field? This discussion leads us to argue for an
alternative ethical approach than that prescribed by institutional ethical protocols. The
ethical approach that we envision is based on the premise that knowledge production never
occurs apart from our bodies and that a research relationship is not fundamentally different
from any other human relationship. What we propose is a relational research ethics that cre-
ates space for discussing openly and in dialogue with others the (potential) consequences of
our actions as researchers/human beings within relationships of shifting power asymmetry.
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Resum. Les subjectivitats erotiques de linvestigador/a: reptes epistemologics i étics

Aquest article pretén aprofundir en la qiiestié de la rellevancia potencial i la importancia
d’incloure reflexions sobre el desig i la sexualitat de la persona que investiga en els resultats
de la seva recerca. Analitzem criticament I'excepcionalitzacié de les interaccions sexual(itza-
de)s en la recerca: quines sén les raons per les quals el contacte sexual(itzat) entre la persona
que investiga i les persones participants es considera no &tic o problematic, i quines sén les
conseqiiencies del fet d’evitar la intimitat —o I’(auto)censura en relacié amb el debat— en
el treball de camp? Aquest debat ens porta a defensar una aproximacié ¢tica alternativa a
la prescrita pels protocols étics institucionals. L’aproximacié etica que plantegem es basa
en la premissa que la produccié de coneixement mai no es dona fora dels nostres cossos
i que la relacié de recerca no és fonamentalment diferent de cap altre tipus de relacié. El
que proposem ¢és una ¢tica relacional de la recerca que crei espais per al debat obert i en
dialeg amb altres persones sobre les conseqiiencies (potencials) de les nostres accions com
a investigadors/es/éssers humans en unes relacions d’asimetria de poder canviants.

Paraules clau: geografies de les sexualitats; reflexivitat; etica de la recerca; investigador/a;
subjectivitat sexual

Resumen. Las subjetividades erdticas del investigador/a: retos epistemoldgicos y éticos

Este articulo pretende profundizar en la cuestién de la relevancia potencial y la impor-
tancia de incluir reflexiones sobre el deseo y la sexualidad de la persona que investiga en
los resultados de su investigacién. Analizamos criticamente la excepcionalizacién de las
interacciones sexual(izada)s en la investigacién: ;cudles son las razones por las que el con-
tacto sexual(izado) entre la persona que investiga y las personas participantes se considera
no ético o problemdtico, y cudles son las consecuencias del hecho de evitar la intimidad
—o la (auto)censura en relacién con la discusién— en el trabajo de campo? Este debate
nos lleva a defender una aproximacidn ética alternativa a la prescrita por los protocolos
éticos institucionales. La aproximacién ética que planteamos se basa en la premisa de que
la produccién de conocimiento nunca se da fuera de nuestros cuerpos y que la relacién de
investigacién no es fundamentalmente diferente a ningn otro tipo de relacién. Lo que pro-
ponemos es una ¢ética relacional de la investigacién que cree espacios para el debate abierto
y en didlogo con otras personas sobre las consecuencias (potenciales) de nuestras acciones
como investigadores/as/seres humanos en unas relaciones de asimetrfa de poder cambiantes.

Palabras clave: geografias de las sexualidades; reflexividad; ética de la investigacidn;
investigador/a; subjetividad sexual

Résumé. Les subjectivités érotiques du chercheurleuse : défis épistémologiques et érhiques

Cet article vise & approfondir la discussion sur la pertinence potentielle et 'importance
d’inclure une réflexion sur le désir et la sexualité du chercheur dans les résultats de la
recherche. Nous examinons de maniére critique 'exceptionnalisation des interactions
sexuelles(isées) dans le domaine de la recherche : quelles sont les raisons pour lesquelles
le contact sexuel(isé) entre chercheurs et participants est considéré comme contraire a
Iéthique ou problématique, et quelles sont les conséquences de I'évitement de - et / ou — de
la censure en matiere de discussion - intimité sur le terrain ? Cette discussion nous conduit &
plaider pour une approche éthique alternative a celle préconisée par les protocoles éthiques
institutionnels. L’approche éthique que nous envisageons est basée sur le principe que la
production de connaissances ne se produit jamais en dehors de notre corps et qu'une rela-
tion de recherche n’est pas fondamentalement différente de toute autre relation humaine.
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Ce que nous proposons est une éthique de recherche relationnelle qui crée un espace pour
discuter ouvertement et en dialogue avec les autres des conséquences (potentielles) de nos
actions en tant que chercheurs / étres humains dans le cadre de relations & asymétrie de
pouvoir changeante.

Mots-clés: géographies des sexualités; réflexivité; éthique de la recherche; chercheur/euse;
subjectivité sexuelle

Summary

1. Introduction 4. A Relational Ethics

2. Embodiment and the politics Bibliographical references
of science

3. Risks of Disembodied (Institutional)
Research Ethics

1. Introduction

This article follows from a panel that we organised at the IV European Geo-
graphies of Sexualities Conference held in Barcelona September 2017 on the
methodological and ethical challenges that arise in research in relation to
the researcher’s erotic subjectivities. The impetus for this panel was our con-
cern that although this topic has been around for some time, the ways in
which sex and the sexuality of the researcher play a role in the research process
is often still swept under the carpet. Significant challenges remain, in spite of
the growing body of work done by qualitative researchers from a variety
of disciplines. This corpus of work includes the work of cultural and social
geographers (e.g. D. J. Bell, 1995; Cupples, 2002; De Craene, 2017; Nash and
Bain, 2007). They have called attention to both the causes of this academic
fear of sex, and to how sex (or the abstinence of sex) and the sexual subjectivity
of the researcher can become relevant in everyday research practice. That the
issue is not ‘solved’ yet, and is still a ‘hot potato’ for many geographers and
researchers in a variety of other disciplines, was evidenced by the success of
the call for papers for our panel and the animated and at times uncomfortable
discussions the panel generated. The sensitivity of the topic was also made
tangible by our decision to move from the big plenary room that was initially
allocated to our panel to a smaller and more intimate room that yet was not
big enough to accommodate the entire audience comfortably. Some of the
presenters’ feelings of inhibition and uneasiness caused by the spatial setting
of the big room prompted this decision. The distance between the public and
the speakers—the latter lined up on a platform and somehow hidden
behind the big desk—did not seem to provide the right level of intimacy and
confidentiality to make the speakers feel secure enough to disclose information
they were not entirely comfortable with sharing. Several of the speakers told us
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how they had felt a bit nervous about their talk. They attributed their insecu-
rity to the content of their presentation that was more personal than they were
used to. They felt uncertain about whether the acts and feelings they wanted to
talk about were appropriate and relevant in an academic context, even though
it was exactly the purpose of the panel to address these issues. Despite (or
maybe because of) the speakers’ feelings of discomfort, most talks were charac-
terised by considerable reticence about issues of the researcher’s sexual desires
and thoughts. The majority of the contributors refrained from talking about
their own sexual and emotional involvement, but instead discussed moments
of having been the object of sexual attention by research participants and/or
having decided to resist their sexual advances.! They used these instances to
reflect upon power dynamics as well as upon their own and participants’” ideas
of how a ‘good’ researcher should act. Most speakers testified of the tension
they felt between their belief in the importance of recognising how instances of
sexualisation have the potential to constitute moments of embodied learning
and their willingness to openly discuss the genealogy of the knowledge gained
through sexualised experiences. While it had clearly been our intention to
provoke an open debate on the participation of the researcher in sexualised
interaction and sex, not only as a passive ‘target’ of the sexual desire of research
participants, but also as an active, feeling, desiring, fantasizing, ‘real” person,
with a body, thoughts and emotions,” the paper presentations only partially
fulfilled our expectations. Only a few speakers spoke out about their acts,
thoughts or behaviour that potentially could be designated as doubtful, if not
unethical, when measured against institutional protocols and traditional views
on academic professionalism. Moreover, the few talks that did more openly
address the researcher’s own sexual(ised) feelings and interactions in the field
were judged quite differently by the audience. The testimony of a white, male
scholar in his sixties of having had sex with a female interviewee many years
ago, for instance, was met with much animosity and even anger, while the
talk of a young queer Latino male researcher about a particular situation in
which he had sex with a male research participant, was received by many as
courageous. This different reception was definitely based on the researchers’
presumed positionalities within power relations within the research context
and beyond, but seemed also be connected to the speakers’ various willingness
to profoundly and reflexively analyse the power dynamics of the sexual encoun-
ter and to make clear the relevance of (discussing) it for their understanding
of the subject researched.

The representations and absences in the papers and the dynamics of the
panel discussions confirmed our belief that there is still a huge need for deepe-

1. This observation is in line with the findings of De Craene (2017) in her review of how the
researcher’s sexual subjectivity is generally dealt with in sexuality studies, in which she points
to a variety of strategies and mechanisms that create a remarkable dichotomy between the
desiring informant and the allegedly non-desiring researcher.

2. See the call for papers: <https://egsc2017.wordpress.com/sessions/>, session “The research-
er’s erotic subjectivities: methodological and ethical challenges”.
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ning conversations about the potential relevance and importance of including
reflection on the desire and sexuality of the researcher in research outputs.
This paper aims to contribute to this much needed debate by highlighting
what we think are important issues that need to be addressed in order to be
able to develop a radically reflexive stance that is bound up with responsibility
and accountability and aims to fully acknowledge the researcher’s role in sha-
ping knowledge, also when this includes sexual/sexualised interaction. In what
follows we argue that there is a need for a deeper analysis of the relationship
between a radical reflexivity and the politics of science. It is important to cri-
tically scrutinise the exceptionalisation of sexual(ised) interactions in research,
the reasons why sexual(ised) contact between researchers and participants is
considered unethical or problematic (in general or in particular cases), and the
consequences of the avoidance of—and/or the (self)-censorship with regard to
discussing—intimacy in the field. We argue that we need to radically abandon
objectivist epistemology and accept that a research relationship is not funda-
mentally different from any other human relationship, and that knowledge
production never occurs apart from our bodies. Starting from this premise,
we argue for the need of an alternative ethical approach than that prescribed
by institutional ethical protocols.

2. Embodiment and the politics of science

In his article in the journal Deviant Behavior, Goode denounced the fact that:

of the thousands of ethnographers who have spent uncountable hours in close
proximity with the people whose lives they shared and behaviour they obser-
ved, engaging in almost every imaginable activity with them, only a few dozen
have had the courage to step forward and tell the world about their more
intimate moments. (Goode, 1999: 311)

He observed, together with Kulick and Willson (1995/2003) that of these
brave scholars, almost none were heterosexual men.? His decision to defy this
taboo by writing an account of his intimate experiences with female partici-
pants in three of his research projects from the 1960s till the 1990s—and in
which sex was a centrally relevant topic—was met with a firestorm of com-
mentaries (e.g. S. E. Bell, 2002; Saguy, 2002; Williams, 2002). Part of the
outcry was undoubtedly due to the rather blunt style in which Goode discusses
how he had sex with many of his female interviewees—including with women
who could definitely be designated as vulnerable—and admits that at the time
he gave little or no thought to the potential disparities of power and to the
ethical and ideological implications of what he was doing. Moreover, while
his article points to a considerable problem (the silence about the researcher’s

3. However, this observation might not be entirely correct, see the works of Rabinow (1977),
Whitehead (1986), Abramson (1993), Wade (1993), Killick (1995/2003), Salamone
(1999), Winkelman (1999) and Climo (1999).
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sexuality), he yet fails to carefully and critically analyse the effects of his acts
and attitudes and the blind spots on the knowledge he had produced (we come
back to this issue in the next section). What is more, his testimony seems to
be an example of what Vanderbeck (2005) identifies as texts in which reflexive
fieldwork narratives afford male researchers the opportunity to publicly affirm
their masculine prowess.

Goode, as well as the older male researcher in our panel (see introduction),
show a research mentality (in the past) in which researchers did not feel the
need to reflect upon their own power positions and blind spots. They both
talked about the 1960s and 1970s as a period that, at least from their position
as white, male intellectuals in the liberal, Western urban milieus they were
living in, was a time of sexual freedom and permissiveness, and a time (and
position) in which they did not even think about the potential differences in
agency between themselves and their sexual partners. Research ethics in many
fields and disciplines have changed since then, demonstrated by the widespread
introduction of official ethical committees and protocols in universities and
research institutions. In comparison to the sixties and seventies, there is a
greater acknowledgement of the potential harmful effects of research practices
on the people researched and of the role of power dynamics in the quality of
consent in the interaction that occurs in the context of research. In the last
decades, there is also growing public debate on and condemnation of the
pervasiveness of unacceptable sexual behaviour in male-dominated culture,
including sexual behaviour perpetrated by men in relatively powerful positions
(for example through the ‘Me Too’ campaign). Moreover, the romantic view
on the sixties and seventies as a period of sexual liberation has been challenged
by growing recognition that this revolution was not necessarily or straight-
forwardly empowering for women (hooks, 2004). This change in mentality has
certainly altered the way in which sexuality in research is generally evaluated,
and tend to have reinforced the idea that sexual(ised) interaction with infor-
mants is unethical anyway. As Kulick and Willson noted:

There seems to be a kind of unwritten, unspoken, and, for the most part,
unquestioned rule about the ethics of sex in the field that all anthropology
students somehow absorb during their graduate education. That rule can be
summarized in one word: Don % (1995/2003: 10)

It seems that more than twenty years after 7aboo (1995/2003) was published,
the researcher’s erotic subjectivity has very much remained a taboo, not only
within anthropology.

When it comes to the realm of sexuality and intimacy, the appropriate-
ness of full physically and emotionally engaged participation and the relevan-
ce of reporting on it are still often problematized and tend to stir discomfort,
even in sexuality research. This is rather surprising, in light of the substantial
body of feminist and postcolonial work that, since the 1980s in particular,
has discredited the myth of the impersonal, independent, objective scientist
(e.g. Bourdieu, 2004; Haraway, 1988; Harding, 1991; Mohanty, 1991), and
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opened the door for research methodologies that require the full participation
of the researcher and immersion in the field. In ethnographic methodology
in particular, prolonged and intensive participant observation in all kinds of
everyday activities is widely lauded as an effective method for gaining deep
understanding of the culture under study. Moreover, scholars from a variety
of disciplines have started to point to the role of researchers’ interpersonal and
structural positions and the relevance of acknowledging and reporting on per-
sonal experiences to substantiate the reflexive accounts of how the researcher’s
knowledge and understanding is shaped. Evolving primarily from feminist and
postcolonial research, reflexivity has become a priority on the research agenda
(Bourdieu, 2004; Haraway, 1988; Hervik, 1994; Rose, 1997). Based on an
understanding of knowledge production as implicated in power and the result
of a dynamic interpersonal experience between the researcher and the resear-
ched (Hastrup, 1995), the positivist view on scientific knowledge production
as the value-free work of the scientist’s mind has increasingly been exposed as
a fiction (Haraway, 1988; Krieger, 1991; Rose, 1997), and growing attention
has been given to processes of embodied learning (Okely, 2001).

Nevertheless, contemporary academia is still characterised by a fear of
embodied research (Longhurst, 1995, 2004; Longhurst and Johnston, 2014),
especially when it pertains to learning through sexual and intimate interaction.
This fear has reinforced a discourse that dismisses every participation by resear-
chers in sexual(ised) activities and intimate relationships ‘in the field’ on the
ground that as research relationships are always infused with power, sex with
participants is per definition unethical and exploitative. Some of the commen-
tators on Goode’s paper, for instance, argued that there are ‘no instances in
which sex between researchers and subjects can be justified’ (S. E. Bell, 2002:

538). This ‘better safe than sorry approach’, see Kulick and Willson’s “Don’t”
(1995/2003), chimes with the general academic desire to establish clear-cut
ethical guidelines, practical checklists of do’s and don’ts that are supposed to
keep researchers from doing harm. However, what at first sight seems common
sense raises a couple of important issues.

First, ruling out sex between researcher and subjects implies that research
and private life can and should be completely separate spheres of life. In spite
of a fairly long tradition of insider research, there still seems to be a fear of
overthrowing the (sometimes) artificial boundaries between research and
private life. Auto-ethnography and reflexivity, for instance, although on the
one hand recognised as viable methods in qualitative research, are on the other
hand vulnerable to being pejoratively labelled self-indulgent or narcissistic
(Okely, 2001; Sparkes, 2002). Participant observers and auto-ethnographers
have often encountered accusations of ‘going native’, which is used as short-
hand for losing research integrity and the presumed necessary distance. A
tension exists between, on the one hand, adopting a feminist epistemological
framework that points to the sheer impossibility of detached and disembodied
research and, on the other hand, remnants of a positivist ideology of science
that make many researchers and commentators reach back to traditional val-
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ues, such as distance, neutrality and impartiality. This reflex appears espe-
cially when interactions become more intimate and potentially emotionally
overwhelming for the researcher or the people s/he engages with. In insider
research, however, and insider research in relationship and sexuality studies in
particular, the line between who is a research participant and who is a friend,
a lover or a (sexual) partner is often impossible to draw (see, e.g., Newton,
1993). Ruling out intimate and sexual relationships between researcher and
people ‘in the field” is impossible in a context in which research can become
real life or real life can become research (Blidon, 2012; Cupples, 2002; New-
ton, 1993). Yet also in other research contexts, research relationships can turn
into personal relationships (and that is not necessarily problematic). As our
sexuality and sexual emotions can never be escaped, they require our critical
attention (Cupples, 2002; De Craene, 2017).

Second, singling out sex as a special category of interaction that has no
place in research is not a neutral decision, but is closely connected to a politics
of science that privileges disembodied forms of knowing. Moreover, although
it is certainly true that the researcher occupies a privileged power position, the
power relations between researcher and participants are complex and multi-
layered, and depend upon various aspects of the researcher’s and the par-
ticipants’ positionality along axes of social stratification. The very different
reactions in our conference panel that the two stories of sexual involvement
received from the audience—one told by a white older man about his sexual
interaction with a female interviewee, the other told by a young queer Latino
man about his sexual interaction with a male research participant—demons-
trates that power balances in the field can be very different, and produce
differential moral evaluations. It is clear that researchers should be aware of
the potential effect of power imbalances on a7y research interaction. We con-
cur with Wekker (2006: 4) when she warns that the acknowledgement of the
sexual subjectivity of the researcher should ‘not be misread as a license for
an unbridled, honorless exploitation of the Other on a more intimate level
than has thus far generally been acknowledged’. However, there is, as Wekker
(2006: 5) argues, ‘no good reason to exclude sexual locations from our work,
either as an a priori or a posteriori excision’. On the contrary, fully embracing
the embodied presence of the researcher also includes the acknowledgement
of the sexual body of the researcher.

With “The Politics of Passion’, Wekker provides a compelling example of
how (reflection on) the researcher’s sexuality can become an important ins-
trument in knowledge production. The ethnography’s analysis of the sexual
practices among Afro-Surinamese working-class women richly traces the
ethnographer’s own multifaceted position within shifting power structures
and disentangles how this position fed into her process of learning and unders-
tanding. Her description includes her intimate relationship with an older
woman, and subtly unravels the power dynamics that unfolded between her-
self and the woman, but also the wider functioning of power in the community
and in relation to the national and global arenas. By unfolding the complex
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discourses and power relationships in which the research and the production of
knowledge was inevitably entangled, Wekker succeeds in generating a persua-
sive analysis of how the Afro-Surinamese women’s sexual culture is embedded
in the wider and changing political economies. She also offers a model for a
deeply embodied methodology and embodied research ethics that is in sync
with a reflexive epistemology. However, the way research ethics are currently
being deployed and implemented in institutions does not allow for this kind
of reflexively embodied research, as we show in the next section.

3. Risks of Disembodied (Institutional) Research Ethics

Institutional research ethics tend to start from the illusion that doing research
without affecting or being affected by the (people in the) field is necessary and
possible, and/or that harm can be avoided by adhering to a simple set of univer-
sal guidelines. These rules, and the ticking boxes-mentality they often generate,
however, do not allow for the messiness that comes with a research vision that
acknowledges that the researcher has a body, has desires, is desired by others,
has sex, loves, gets emotionally aroused. They typically fail to take into account
the complexities that arise in research, and in (auto)ethnographic research in
particular, in relation to unequal power relations between the researcher and
the researched and in relation to research/private life boundaries.

Many authors (Blidon, 2012; Cupples, 2002; De Craene, 2017) have
documented the researchers’ fear of losing scientific credibility and/or public
respectability when discussing their erotic and emotional subjectivity. It is clear
that reporting on the researcher’s sexual(ised) interaction and bodily feelings in
research contexts might jeopardise the respectability of the researcher in light
of persistent ideas that see emotional detachment as a crucial component of
rigorous academic work (Lerum, 2001) and in light of moral geographies of
sexual conduct that govern which sexual behaviour is acceptable for whom—
moral geographies structured by sexist, classist, racist and ageist dimensions
(Haritaworn, Lin, and Klesse, 2006; Klesse, 2014; Robinson, 1997). The
angry reactions caused by the testimony of the older male researcher in our
panel—in a panel that aimed to provide a platform for discussing researchers’
moral dilemmas caused by sexual experiences in the field—exemplify the risks
involved,* and how these risks are complexly intertwined with issues of posi-
tionality as well as accountability. It shows that this risk is not only restricted
to academics who write from precarious positions, both in terms of job security
and in terms of marginalised sexual identities (see, e.g., De Craene, 2017),
but that talking about sexual interactions can also be particularly challenging
for those academics speaking from privileged (and tenured) white, male posi-

4. The male researcher of the panel first started his presentation using the third person. After
he misspoke and used ‘T instead of ‘he’, he admitted that he was talking about his personal
experiences. He also mentioned it was a colleague who had suggested he not speak about
himself directly because of the potential consequences.
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tions (see also: Goode, 1999; Kulick and Willson, 1995/2003). The older
male researcher’ confession of a series of interactions that after all those years
had still remained unarticulated could certainly be read as an act of trying to
come to terms with actions that had left him puzzled. However, his position
as a white, male researcher discussing a situation in which he had sex with a
younger, female interviewee—who afterwards had told him she was an incest
survivor—short circuited further conversation rather than opening space to
jointly discuss the incident. The testimony could have provided an important
opportunity to talk about the ir/relevance of the incident for the knowledge
the researcher produced, the cause and meaning of his silence and what critical
self-reflection could have provoked (then, and now). As chairs of the panel,
we were confronted with this dilemma quite promptly, as we had to decide
to intervene and therefore stop the heated discussion, or rather continue the
discussion while realising how the white, male scholar might have felt vul-
nerable and exposed, even though his positionality was not read as such. As
long as researchers are not able to openly voice their moral doubts, feelings,
failures, blind spots and missteps, their silences and lack of (openly) critical
self-assessment risk reproducing the myth of the detached, infallible academic.

As the testimonies of Goode and the scholar in our panel indicate, it
was precisely the illusion of the detached, disembodied scientist that in the
1960s and 1970s discharged white male researchers in particular from paying
attention to the politics of their own bodies in the field, even though they
used ethnographic methods that required their full participation. They both
admit that, at the time, and when they decided to have sex with participants,
they just did not think about their own (and the participants’) positiona-
lity nor about the ethical consequences of their interactions. What their
testimonies also show is that the then prevalent framework enabled them
to consider their own bodies as irrelevant and to separate the role of their
interactions with others from their understandings and the knowledge they
produced. As Kulick and Willson (1995/2003) argue, the silence about desire
in the field has been a way for social science researchers to avoid confronting
the issues of positionality, hierarchy, exploitation and racism. The myth
of the asexual and disembodied scientist enables bracketing off what counts
as relevant knowledge and leaving out of the picture all other things the
researcher does, feels, says, hears, learns and brings into the research situa-
tion. Silence about the erotic subjectivity of fieldworkers has served ‘to keep
concealed the deeply racist and colonialist conditions that make possible
our continuing unidirectional discourse about the sexuality of the people we
study’ (Kulick and Willson, 1995/2003: 4).

It is partly due to the feminist and postcolonial critiques of science that
since then many of the illusions white men were able to uphold about them-
selves have been deconstructed, including the illusion of the irrelevance of
their own bodies and emotions. Haraway (1988) explains how it is the soma-
tophobia of traditional science and the over-prioritisation of sight as a means
of knowledge that has had the perverse effect of instrumentalising and objec-
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tifying the researched. The illusion of the eye as a neutral instrument that
allows for distanced, objective and harmless observation (the eye as the obser-
vation instrument of the researcher’s bodiless brain so to speak), in contrast
to the researcher’s interfering body that is inevitably subjective, has created
the conditions for a science practice in which researchers did not have to take
responsibility for their own situated perspective—as long as their observation
occurred through vision (and hearing) only or could be imagined as such.
Haraway insists ‘on the embodied nature of all vision” and aims to ‘reclaim the
sensory system that has been used to signify a leap out of the marked body and
into a conquering gaze from nowhere’ (Haraway, 1988: 188). She points to
the exploitative, inherently oppressive character of this disembodied account
of science, of that illusion of neutral objective distance, and points to the vio-
lence of the purportedly non-interfering eye-gaze as it ‘makes the un-marked
category claim the power to see and not be seen, to represent while escaping
representation’ (Haraway, 1988: 188).

Haraway and other feminist scholars have proposed new ways of ima-
gining scientific rigour, centralising concepts such as ‘strong objectivity’
(Harding, 1992) and ‘situated knowledge” (Haraway, 1988), concepts that
share a desire to unpack the political effects of scientific truth claims and to
politicise scientific knowledge production in a way that allows for accoun-
tability (Willey, 2016). Harding believes that a ‘strong objectivity’ cannot
be assimilated into the dominant philosophies of science, but require us to
reject ‘objectivism’, as

Objectivism impoverishes its attempts at maximizing objectivity when it turns
away from the task of critically identifying all of those broad, historical social
desires, interests, and values that have shaped the agendas, contents, and results
of the sciences much as they shape the rest of human affairs. (Harding, 1992: 70)

If we are to take a fully reflexive research paradigm seriously, we need to
radically reject the objectivist ideal. We need, conversely, to fully embrace
the inevitable presence of the researcher (as a living, embodied individual)
in the observations and knowledge production and accept the unavoidably
blurry lines between research and ‘real’ life interaction. Once we radically
reject objectivism and start seeing a research relationship not as fundamenta-
lly different from any other human relationship, we can envision (research)
interactions as requiring researchers to accept accountability to self and others
for the consequences of the actions taken or not taken—as should be the case
in any other relationship.

4. A Relational Ethics

In this final section we open the debate on how an alternative ethical approach
to the approach that is prescribed by institutional ethical protocols could be
developed. Instead of a set of clear-cut rules, which create the illusion that
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achieving ethically sound research is possible through the ticking boxes of uni-
versal, standardised guidelines, we need an ethical approach that is (self)-critical
and ‘relational’ (Ellis, 2007), and is embedded in a research culture and ethical
climate that enables critical scrutiny of our embodied presence in the field.

Wekker (2006: 54) opens the way to radically rethinking research ethics
towards a comprehensive account of moral accountability by radically demo-
lishing the boundaries between doing research and living ‘one of the happiest
periods in [her] life and being funded to live it’, and by transparently discussing
the shifting positions of privilege and disadvantage in the field. Research as
implying real life relationships points to the need to ‘become ethical, as oppo-
sed to applying moral rules and protocols as a form of self-protection and of
immunization from potential harm by others’ (Braidotti, 2008: 22). An ethics
of ‘intersubjective vulnerability’ (Gilson, 2013) can be a useful starting point
for a re-examining of research ethics (see: De Graeve, under review). An ethics
that ‘calls us to be responsive to our own vulnerability and to the vulnerability
of others’ (Gilson, 2013: 178) can open ways to unmask and leave behind the
ideology of emotional detachment, an ideology that mainly serves to protect
power and privileges, including the power of academic privilege (Lerum, 2001).
Similar points have been made by Braidotti (2006) in her plea for an ‘affir-
mative ethics’ with an emphasis on the transformative power of vulnerability.
Ethical work, according to her, ‘works by transforming negative into positive
passions through the power of an understanding that is no longer indexed upon
a phallogocentric set of standards, but is rather unhinged and therefore affecti-
ve’ (Braidotti, 2006: 12). A relational, affective ethics crucially needs a critical
disposition both theoretically and in terms of everyday (research) practice, cen-
tralising embodied accountability and/or fully acknowledging the consequences
of actions within relationships of shifting and varying power asymmetry.

We therefore envision a relational ethics as an ongoing process which cen-
trally locates a reflexive power analysis in all stages of the research process.
A first prerequisite is the ability to be reflexive of one’s own positionality in
relation to the wider context in which the research takes place. However, this is
only a first (yet necessary) step. A relational ethics also implies a different way
of communicating. An ongoing dialogue with our research participants has the
potential to reveal the different and always shifting power relations inherent
in any research context, no matter how blurry and messy. However, we argue
that a relational ethics should not be the sole responsibility of an individual
researcher, but rather call for a(n academic) working culture in which scholars
are encouraged to reflect upon the embodied positionality of their work with
their colleagues. Indeed, we not only need to talk about good practices, but we
also need to provide spaces in which to reflect upon past and present failures.
We need a context in which researchers dare to reflect upon their embodied
presence in the field, including upon actions and occurrences that might have
brought them in (what are considered) ethically murky zones. We concur with
Susan Bell (2002: 538) when she pleads for researchers to engage in a dialogue
before, during and after the fieldwork ‘about the thorny problems of desire,
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sexuality, intimacy, knowledge and power’. We need both more formal and
more informal spaces for doing so, whether at a specific conference session,
in themed sections of academic journals, books or other research outputs, but
also during informal talks, such as during lunch or coffee breaks. We need to
go beyond the mere condemnation on the basis of decontextualised analyses
and fixed understandings of intersectional identities, but allow for researchers
to openly voice their moral doubts, feelings, failures, blind spots and missteps.
The critical disposition that we propose helps us move towards a dynamic and
complexly relational view on the shifting positions of privilege and disem-
powerment of the researcher beyond stereotypical and fixed understandings of
certain intersectional identities as locations that inevitably engender or prevent
abuse, stereotypical understandings that tend to strangle open dialogue while
unwittingly perpetuating the myth of disembodied science. Only when chan-
ging the image of the disembodied and infallible scientist, and the image of
research as a higher order activity that occurs outside ‘real life’, can we enable
a dialogue in line with a relational ethics.
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Resum

La interseccionalitat representa un concepte tedric i metodologic en auge dins dels estudis
de genere que s’ha convertit en una de les aproximacions més inclusives a ’hora de tenir
en compte les multiples categories de diferéncia que conformen la identitat i les relacions
de poder. No obstant aixo, la tradicié acadeémica en els estudis de génere en la geografia
i, més especificament, en el camp de la geografia rural, s’ha centrat en I'analisi de les
diferents categories de diferéncia de manera menys global i, en certa mesura, al marge del
desenvolupament de la teoria interseccional. El present article ofereix un estat de la qiiestié
de la bibliografia publicada en el camp dels estudis de genere des de la geografia, i actua
des d’una posicié concreta, el mén rural, per fer sortir a la llum les darreres recerques que
comprenen diverses categories de diferéncia i d’identitat, especialment les que parteixen
d’una dptica plenament interseccional.

Paraules clau: ruralitat; génere; interseccionalitat

Resumen. [nterseccionalidad y estudios de género en geografia rural: estado de la cuestion
(2008-2015)

La interseccionalidad representa un concepto tedrico y metodolégico en auge dentro de
los estudios de género que se ha convertido en una de las aproximaciones mds inclusivas a
la hora de tomar en consideracién las multiples categorfas de diferencia que conforman la
identidad y las relaciones de poder. Sin embargo, la tradicién académica en los estudios de
género en geografia y, mds concretamente, en geografia rural, se ha centrado en el andlisis
de las distintas categorfas de diferencia de una forma menos global y, en cierto modo, al
margen de la teorfa interseccional. El presente articulo ofrece un estado de la cuestién de
la bibliograffa publicada en el campo de los estudios de género desde la geografia, y lo hace
desde una posicién concreta, el mundo rural, para sacar a la luz los dltimos trabajos que se
centran en varias categorfas de diferencia e identidad y, de forma especial, los que parten
de una éptica plenamente interseccional.

Palabras clave: ruralidad; género; interseccionalidad
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Résumé. Intersectionnalité et études de genre en géographie rurale. Un état de la question

(2008-2015)

L’intersectionnalité représente un concept théorique et méthodologique en plein essor
dans les études de genre et il est devenu I'une des approches les plus inclusives pour tenir
compte de nombreuses catégories de différence qui configurent I'identité et les relations
de pouvoir. Cependant, dans les études de genre en géographie, et plus précisément, dans
le domaine de la géographie rurale, la tradition académique s’est focalisée sur Ianalyse
des catégories de différence d’une fagon moins globale et, dans une certaine mesure, en
marge du développement de la théorie intersectionnelle. Cet article présente un état de la
question de la bibliographie publiée dans le domaine des études de genre depuis celui de
la géographie, et il le fait en adoptant un contexte spécifique, le monde rural, pour révéler
les dernieres recherches qui comprennent plusieurs catégories de différence et d’identité,
notamment celles qui le font dans une optique pleinement intersectionnelle.

Mots-clés: ruralité; genre; intersectionnalité

Abstract. Intersectionality and gender studies in rural geography: State of the art (2008-2015)

Intersectionality is a rising theoretical and methodological concept in gender studies and
has become one the most inclusive approaches to take into account multiple categories
of difference in identity and power relations. However, gender studies in geography, and
especially in rural geography, have traditionally addressed difference from a less global
perspective, that is, outside the framework of intersectional theory. This paper examines
the state of the art of the existing literature on gender studies in rural geography and brings
to light the most recent works on difference and identity while emphasizing those that
include a clear intersectional approach.

Keywords: rurality; gender; intersectionality

Sumari
1. Introduccié 4. Linies principals de treball
2. Ruralitat, génere i interseccionalitat: 5. Consideracions finals

revisié de conceptes clau Referéncies bibliografiques

3. Metodologia de la revisié bibliografica

1. Introduccié

La perspectiva interseccional ha entrat amb forga en els estudis de génere en
geografia i protagonitza un dels debats metodologics més actuals i atractius
en aquest camp. A la base hi trobem la teoria interseccional, que planteja
Iestudi de la identitat des de la interseccié o el solapament de les multiples i
diverses categories de diferéncia per posar de manifest el complex sistema de
relacions de poder, opressié i dominacid, latents en les relacions socials. Tot i
que el concepte d’interseccionalitat ja va ser encunyat a finals de la decada de
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1980 pel feminisme revisionista, sén pocs els treballs en el camp de la geografia
del génere que hagin assumit obertament aquesta perspectiva, certament més
desenvolupada des d’altres disciplines de les ciéncies socials. Tanmateix, sén
nombrosos els treballs en geografia del genere que prenen en consideracié part
d’aquestes multiples i diverses categories de diferencia i que, per tant, s’apro-
ximen als plantejaments de la teoria interseccional.

El present article! pretén indagar sobre I'abast de les publicacions aparegu-
des des de la geografia i en el camp dels estudis de genere sobre el mén rural i
les diferents categories de diferéncia i d’identitat, en especial en les aproxima-
cions que hi incorporen una optica interseccional. Partint de la revisié biblio-
grafica d’'un nombre representatiu de publicacions aparegudes entre 2008 i
2015, aquest estat de la qiiestié mostra un balang de les principals aportacions
acadeémiques sobre el tema, les contextualitza i identifica quins sén els princi-
pals temes que hi predominen. D’aquesta manera, busca congixer quines linies
de recerca han estat desenvolupades i en quin grau s’ha fet, com també quines
altres linies sén interessants i rellevants per a investigacions posteriors. En altres
paraules, el present treball intenta donar resposta a les qiiestions sobre gueé, com,
quan, qui i des d’on s’ha estudiat la identitat des del punt de vista de la intersec-
cionalitat i quin interes presenta aquest camp per a possibles recerques futures.

2. Ruralitat, génere i interseccionalitat: revisié de conceptes clau

Tal com s’ha avancat, la recerca bibliografica s’ha fonamentat en alguns con-
ceptes cabdals en la geografia del genere. Amb l'objectiu de situar millor el
treball, a continuacié es presenta una breu consideracié tedrica per a cada
element d’aquesta trfada de conceptes marc, sovint tan amplis com difusos.
Rural o ruralitar sén conceptes que remeten a una realitat complexa de
definir i sobre la qual s’ha produit en gran quantitat des de la geografia i altres
ciencies socials. Si bé al llarg de la literatura académica contemporania algunes
vegades el debat sembla més o menys superat, continua existint una certa falta
de consens a I’hora de definir que és la ruralitat i, sobretot, quins espais sén
rurals. Al principi, existeix una ruralitat molt marcada per les formes d’ocupa-
cié del territori (no urbanitzat) i per unes caracteristiques socials i territorials
determinades (densitat baixa i poblacié escassa). Tanmateix, com a resultat de
Iextensié de les activitats i de les formes de vida urbana per tot el territori, cada
cop resulta més dificil definir on comenca i on acaba el mén rural (Garcia,
2011; Aldoma, 2015). En aquest sentit, en els darrers anys ha anat adquirint
forca la concepcié de la ruralitat entesa des d’una doble dimensié: material i
com a representaci6 social (Halfacree, 2006; Woods, 2011). Es aquesta la que
es pren com a referéncia en el present treball, perd cal matisar que no és una
concepcié universal ni dnica, siné que en l'actualitat coexisteixen multiples

1. Aquest article és un extracte d’un treball de recerca dirigit per la professora Mireia Baylina
i realitzat 'any 2016 per al master en Estudis de Dones, Genere i Ciutadania (Institut
Interuniversitari d’Estudis de Dones i Genere).
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representacions que mantenen viu U'interes en les analisis sobre la ruralitat i el
mon rural.

La concepci6 de I'espai rural des d’una perspectiva material entén els llocs
com a espais constantment produits, reproduits i parcialment transformats,
i defineix la ruralitat a través dels processos significatius que operen a nivell
local i que permeten distingir els espais rurals d’altres entorns no-rurals.
D’altra banda, la concepcié de I'espai rural com una representacié social
entén el caracter rural com a imaginat, com una construccié mental, i defuig
les representacions materialistes del que és rural per presentar la ruralitat,
que és entesa com una construccié social i la manera mitjangant la qual les
persones atorguen una identitat i unes caracteristiques socials, estetiques i
ideologiques particulars al lloc (Baylina i Salamafia, 2006). En la linia de la
ruralitat entesa com una representacié social hi trobem el pensament de es-
cola australiana en geografia rural. De la ma d’autores com ara Barbara Pini
i Lia Bryant, des d’Australia s’ha treballat a bastament la ruralitat tenint en
compte la relacié que estableix amb altres conceptes, com ara la diferéncia,
Ialteritat i la desigualtat.

La idea d’idil-li rural permet definir la ruralitat a partir de determinats
valors i conceptes presents en I'estereotipat imaginari social, com ara natura,
cohesié social, seguretat o harmonia. Uns conceptes que no sén fixos, sind
que fluctuen en funcié del context espacial i temporal on sorgeixen i que
provoquen que el significat de ruralitat canvii constantment. A més, aquest
ideal de ruralitat és crucial per definir qui resta inclos en els espais rurals i
qui en resta exclos. Davant d’aquesta reconstruccié hegemonica del que és
rural, Ualtre es presenta com quelcom no-idil-lic i és invisibilitzat. La definicié
de l'altre és donada per les marcades relacions de poder i desigualtat que operen
en el mén rural, per la seva naturalesa excloent i genderitzada (Little i Panelli,
2004). L’ideal de ruralitat respon a una concepcié hegemonica molt concreta,
producte de les jerarquitzades relacions socials, especialment pel que fa a I'et-
nia, el genere i la sexualitat, que fan que el mén rural sigui blanc (whiteness),
masculi i heterosexual, de manera que en queden excloses de la definicié tot
el que no encaixa en aquest model: dones, minories, persones immigrades o
sexualitats no normatives, entre d’altres (McCullen, 2011).

Paral-lelament, el geénere ha estat tradicionalment tractat en la geografia des
de la perspectiva feminista, de manera que n’ha adoptat les epistemologies i les
metodologies propies i hi ha realitzat una important contribucid, tant tedrica
com practica: la consideracié d’una nova variable, I'espai, d’una importancia
crucial per comprendre les relacions de poder i de diferencia sota una premissa
basica, la de considerar que el genere i el lloc sén variables que es constitueixen
mutuament. L’espai és la dimensié on es realitzen i es representen les relacions
de genere i, alhora, constitueix una categoria d’identitat per se. El genere és una
categoria d’analisi fonamental en geografia, igual com ho sén la resta d’eixos
de diferencia, amb els quals es constitueixen en muitua relacié. Les relacions i
les practiques socials en el temps i en I'espai, juntament amb els significats que
comporten, donen forma als llocs (Baylina i Salamafia, 2006).
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La introduccié de la perspectiva de genere en geografia té lloc durant la
década de 1970 en I'ambit anglosaxd, i en la decada de 1980 a la geografia
espanyola. En aquesta tltima hi entra justament per la via dels estudis de
geografia rural. Els primers treballs se centren exclusivament en les dones i la
seva visibilitzacié, amb I'afany de contrarestar I'androcentrisme dominant en
la disciplina, i ho fan posant I'atencié en el paper femeni en les explotacions
agraries i acabant per desenvolupar un important corpus teoric sobre la divisi6
sexual de les tasques realitzades en el mén rural (Baylina i Salamafa, 2006).
De fet, el treball ha estat un tema central durant bona part de la historia de la
geografia rural, fet que explica que la perspectiva de genere s’hi hagi introduit
eminentment per aquesta via i que uns altres temes, com ara la relacié del
genere amb tantes altres categories, hagin rebut menys atencié. Tanmateix,
'enfocament de genere ha permes incorporar una visié més globalitzadora als
estudis de geografia, en esborrar les diferencies entre el mén econdmic i social
i, sobretot, emfasitzant la influe¢ncia de la cultura en els fenomens geografics i
socials (Garcia Ramon, 2008).

El concepte d’interseccionalitat és, probablement, un dels més recents i
inexplorat en el camp que ens ocupa. Els inicis d’aquest terme cal buscar-los
en la decada de 1980, quan els estudis feministes van passar de centrar-se en
la dicotomia del genere a considerar unes altres diferencies i desigualtats entre
les dones. I cal buscar-los, també, en un context molt concret: el de la situacié
de les dones negres als Estats Units d’America i les multiples opressions que es
creuen en la seva posicié concreta en les relacions de poder i que les sotmeten,
en tant que dones i en tant que negres. Amb el concepte d’interseccionalitat
s'intentava donar resposta a les mancances dels discursos feministes i antiracis-
tes a ’hora de considerar els nombrosos tipus d’opressié que patien les dones
negres (Crenshaw, 1991).

Amb els anys, la perspectiva interseccional ha anat consolidant-se en bona
part de les ciencies socials per part de corrents feministes amb 'afany de teo-
ritzar les relacions entre diferents categories socials: génere, raca, sexualitat,
&tnia... Ampliament teoritzada i treballada des dels estudis feministes a nivell
internacional, no ha trobat, tanmateix, la mateixa representacié en la geografia
feminista ni en la geografia rural.

En el camp de la geografia feminista, els eixos de diferéncia s’afronten, en
general, en termes de binarismes i de forma aillada, sense tenir en compte les
multiples interrelacions existents entre, per exemple, el génere i altres identitats.
Des d’una perspectiva additiva, la diferéncia hi és incorporada de tal manera
que porta a parlar, per exemple, de dobles o triples opressions, la qual cosa
converteix la diferéncia en categories compostes. Aquesta conceptualitzacié
de la diferéncia assumeix com a normativa una identitat blanca, heterosexual i
masculina a la qual s’afegeixen les altres identitats (Bryant i Pini, 2009).

Si bé I'aposta per la teoria interseccional ja es troba relativament consolida-
da en bona part de les ciencies socials, en el camp de la geografia encara no s’ha
desenvolupat plenament ni s’ha contribuit a teoritzar-la amb una de les grans
aportacions potencials de la disciplina: la de la comprensié del significat de
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Iespai en els processos de subjectivitzacié (Valentine, 2007). Davant d’aquest
escenari, i amb la voluntat de superar les aproximacions tradicionals de la geo-
grafia feminista basades en I'analisi de les relacions entre identitats diferenciades
de manera massa essencialista, interpretant les identitats com un conjunt de
diferencies concretes i separades que se sumen les unes a les altres, la teoria
de la Interseccionalitat s’erigeix com el marc teoric de referéncia per desen-
volupar el pensament geografic sobre les relacions entre multiples categories.

Tal com apunta Valentine (2007), la interseccionalitat és una de les formes
més efectives de qué disposa la geografia feminista per afrontar qiiestions de
poder i desigualtats socials en la geografia, la qual, d’altra banda, pot contribuir
molt positivament a promoure I'aveng de la teoritzaci sobre aquesta hipotesi
a partir del reconeixement del significat de I'espai en els processos de subjec-
tivitzacié. L’autora parteix de sis histories sobre una mateixa narrativa per
exemplificar de quina manera les identitats es construeixen de forma diferent
en contextos espacials canviants; per exemple: en institucions socials distintes,
com ara la familia i la feina. En aquest escenari, el poder opera com a discurs
i com a estructura hegemonica que exclou i que inclou en aquests contextos
espacials. Aixi, resulta evident com I'espai esdevé una dimensié que no es pot
separar de la interseccionalitat en la construccié de subjectivitats i reforga la
contribucié teodrica que es pot fer des del camp de la geografia.

D’altra banda, McDowell (2008) aposta per la utilitzacié de diverses apro-
ximacions categoriques a la interseccionalitat per tal de centrar-se en I'estruc-
tura, la cultura i la subjectivitat, la interaccid, I'agencia i la resistencia; per
exemple: explora les identitats de génere, sexualitat i raga de migrants treballa-
dors, patrons i clients, a més de les interaccions respectives entre ells situades
en diferents contextos ocupacionals Tot aixo per analitzar la manera com les
persones participants negocien, resisteixen o accepten les identitats hegemo-
niques en el context d’analisi de processos i practiques del capitalisme global.

3. Metodologia de la revisi6 bibliografica

En aquest treball, com en altres estats de la qiiestid, la metodologia emprada
esdevé molt interessant, ja que el propi buidatge bibliografic aporta informaci-
ons reveladores en referéncia a I'estat de la recerca sobre un tema. En concret,
aquest estat de la qiestid és el resultat d’una extensa analisi bibliografica d’'un
bon nombre de publicacions d’abast nacional i internacional que s’aproximen
a la tematica del génere i/o del mén rural, pertanyents principalment a 'ambit
de la geografia i també a disciplines afins, dins el periode compres entre els
anys 2008 i 2015.

La delimitacié d’aquest periode d’edicié de vuit anys queda justificada,
d’una banda, per la voluntat d’analitzar-ne els textos més recents i, per tant,
més actuals al llarg d’un periode de temps relativament extens que permeti
extreure una visié general de I'estat de la qiiestié. Davant de la dificultat d’es-
tablir un punt d’inici, i sent conscients de les restriccions que imposa qualsevol
tipus de temporitzacié, s’ha optat per fixar 'any de comengament en el 2008.
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Aquest limit és marcat per la publicacid, I'any 2007, de I'article de Gil Valen-
tine «Theorizing and researching intersectionality: A challenge for feminist
geography», que va posar sobre la taula la necessitat que la geografia contribuis
a promoure la teoritzacié i la practica sobre la Interseccionalitat des d’una de
les seves fortaleses més grans: la incorporacié de I'espai des de la seva doble
concepcid, com a dimensid i com a variable constituent.

Bona part de les revistes seleccionades corresponen a publicacions anglo-
saxones, majoritaries en els estudis culturals sobre geografia. Tanmateix, amb
I'objectiu de fugir de ’hegemonia anglosaxona en aquest camp i de donar una
visié més completa de la produccié bibliografica sobre el tema, s’han seleccio-
nat igualment revistes d’altres paisos, posant un émfasi especial en produccions
francofones i també espanyoles.

La seleccié s’ha realitzat a partir de la revisié de 128 publicacions catalo-
gades com a revistes de geografia, d’estudis de genere o també de sociologia.
Les de partida d’ambit internacional han estat extretes de la llista de revistes
catalogades com de geografia als informes sobre els indexs de citacié i factor
d’impacte elaborats per la companyia avaluadora Thomson Reuters, descar-
tant-ne aquelles publicacions especialitzades en camps com ara la geografia
fisica o la cartografia. S’ha procedit de la mateixa manera en referencia a la
relacié equivalent de revistes catalogades com d’estudis de dones, per la qual
cosa s’han seleccionat algunes publicacions que s’han considerat afins a 'ob-
jecte d’estudi. D’altra banda, s’han cercat les revistes que editen els principals
departaments de geografia i associacions i societats de geografia d’Espanya i
de paisos propers, com ara Franga, Portugal i Italia. S$’hi han inclos igualment
publicacions emergents que no corresponen a cap dels criteris descrits perd que
resulten molt interessants, especialment per la posicié des d’on sorgeixen: als
marges de 'hegemonia anglosaxona que caracteritza el camp d’estudi, com és
el cas de les revistes llatinoamericanes.

Del total de 128 publicacions inicialment seleccionades, un 50,8% (65)
correspon a revistes anglosaxones; un 23,4%, a revistes espanyoles (30); un
14,9% (19), a revistes francofones, i un 10,9% (14), a revistes d’Italia, Portu-
gal, Alemanya i ’America Llatina.

Després de la revisi6 de la tematica que engloba cada una d’aquestes 128
revistes, i seguint els criteris de restringir-se a aquelles que treballen temes
relacionats amb el mén rural o els estudis de genere, se n’han seleccionat un
total de 46 per revisar exhaustivament les seves publicacions durant el peri-
ode pres com a refereéncia. D’aquestes 46 revistes, un 54,3% (25) correspon
a revistes anglosaxones; un 21,7%, (10), a revistes francofones; un 13% (6), a
revistes espanyoles; un 4,3% (2), a revistes llatinoamericanes; un 4,3% (2),
a portugueses, i un 2,1% (1), a italianes.

D’una banda, s’han seleccionat revistes d’ambit internacional reconegudes
tant en el camp de la geografia rural com de la cultural i feminista, amb la qual
cosa s’ha assegurat P'accés a les publicacions capdavanteres sobre el mén rural
i els estudis de genere en geografia i també en sociologia rural. D’altra banda,
la tria no s’ha limitat a seguir el criteri primari d’escollir les que tracten temes
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Taula 1. Revistes

Titol Pais d’edicio
ACME: An International Journal for Critical Geographers Canada
Ager: Revista de Estudios sobre Despoblacion y Desarrollo Rural Espanya
Anales de Geografia de la Universidad Complutense Espanya
Annales de géographie Franga
Annals of Regional Science Estats Units
Annals of the American Association of Geographers* Estats Units
Antipode: A Radical Journal of Geography Regne Unit
Applied Geography Regne Unit
Applied Spatial Analysis and Policy Paisos Baixos
Ar@cne: Revista de Recursos en Internet sobre Geografia y Ciencias Sociales  Espanya
Area Regne Unit
Australian Feminist Studies Australia
Australian Geographer Australia
Biblio 3W: Revista Bibliografica de Geografia y Ciencias Sociales Espanya
Boletim da Sociedade de Geografia de Lisboa Portugal
Boletin de la Asociacion de Geodgrafos Espafioles Espanya
Boletin de la Real Sociedad Geogréfica Espanya
Bolleti de Geografia Aplicada Espanya
Bollettino della Societa Geografica Italiana Italia
Cadernos de Geografia Portugal
Cahiers de géographie du Québec Canada
Cahiers d’Outre-Mer: Révue de géographie de Bourdeaux Franca
Cambridge Journal of Regions Economy and Society Regne Unit
Canadian Geographer / Géographe canadien Canada
Children’s Geographies Regne Unit
Cities: The International Journal of Urban Policy and Planning Estats Units
Ciudad y Territorio: Estudios Territoriales Espanya
Cuadernos de Geografia de la Universidad de Valencia Espanya
Cuadernos de Investigacion Geogréfica Espanya
Cuadernos Geogréficos de la Universidad de Granada Espanya
Cultural Geographies Regne Unit
Cybergeo: Revue européenne de géographie Franga
Differences: A Journal of Feminist Cultural Studies Regne Unit
Documents d’Analisi Geografica Espanya
Economic Geography Estats Units
Emotion, Space and Society Paisos Baixos
Environment and Planning A Regne Unit
Environment and Planning B Regne Unit
Environment and Planning C Regne Unit
Environment and Planning D: Society & Space Regne Unit
Erde Alemanya
Erdkunde Alemanya
Eria Espanya
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Taula 1. Revistes (continuacio)

Titol Pais d’edicié
Espaces et sociétés Franga
Espaces, populations et sociétés Franga
Espacio, Tiempo y Forma: Geografia Espanya
Estudios Geograficos Espanya
Ethics, Place and Environment Regne Unit
Eurasian Geography and Economics Regne Unit
European Journal of Women’s Studies Regne Unit
European Planning Studies Regne Unit
European Urban and Regional Studies Regne Unit
Feminist Review Regne Unit
Feminist Studies Estats Units
Finisterra: Revista Portuguesa de Geografia Portugal

Frontiers. A Journal of Women Studies

Gender and Society

Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal of Feminist Geography
Géocarrefour

Geofocus

Geoforum

Geografisck Tidsskrift / Danish Journal of Geography
Geographical Analysis

Geographical Journal

Geographical Research

Geographical Review

Geographicallia

Géographie et cultures

Geography

Geoinova

Geotema

Geo-Working Papers

Hérodote: Révue de géographie et de géopolitique
Inforgeo

International Journal of Urban and Regional Research
Investigaciones Geogrdficas

Journal of Cultural Geography

Journal of Economic Geography

Journal of Gender Studies

Journal of Geography

Journal of Rural Studies

Journal of Youth Studies

L’Espace géographique

L’Information géographique

Lurralde: Investigacion y Espacio

Méditerranée: Révue géographiques des pays méditérranéens

Estats Units
Estats Units
Regne Unit
Franga
Espanya
Regne Unit
Dinamarca
Estats Units
Estats Units
Estats Units
Estats Units
Espanya
Franga
Regne Unit
Portugal
Italia
Portugal
Franga
Portugal
Estats Units
Espanya
Estats Units
Regne Unit
Regne Unit
Estats Units
Regne Unit
Regne Unit
Franga
Franga
Espanya
Franga
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Taula 1. Revistes (continuacio)

Titol Pais d’edicio
Migraciones Espanya
New Zealand Geographer Nova Zelanda
Norois Franga

Norsk Geografisk Tidsskrift / Norwegian Journal of Geography Noruega
Papeles de Geografia Espanya
Papers Espanya
Papers in Regional Science Estats Units
Poligonos: Revista de Geografia Espanya

Population, Space and Place
Professional Geographer

Progress in Human Geography
Regional Studies

Revista de Estudios Andaluces
Revista de Estudios Regionales
Revista de Geografia

Revista de Geografia Norte Grande
Revista Latino-Americana de Geografia e Género
Révue de géographie alpine

Revue géographique de I’Est (RGE)
Rivista Geografica Italiana

Rural Society

Rural Sociology

Scottish Geographical Journal
Scripta Nova

Serie Geogrdfica

Sex Roles

Social and Cultural Geography
Sociologia Ruralis

South African Geographical Journal
Space and Culture

Spaces et sociétés

Storia e Geografia

Sud-Ouest Européen: Révue géographique des Pyrénées et du Sud-Ouest

Territoire en mouvement

Tijdschrifft voor Economiche en Sociale Geografie
Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers

Travail, genre et sociétés

Treballs de la Societat Catalana de Geografia

Urban Geography

Urban Studies

Women Studies International Forum

Xeogréfica: Revista de Xeografia, Territorio e Medio Ambiente

Estats Units
Estats Units
Regne Unit
Regne Unit
Espanya
Espanya
Espanya
Xile

Brasil
Suissa
Franga
Italia
Australia
Estats Units
Regne Unit
Espanya
Espanya
Estats Units
Regne Unit
Estats Units
Regne Unit
Estats Units
Franga
Italia
Franga
Franga
Estats Units
Regne Unit
Franga
Espanya
Regne Unit
Regne Unit
Regne Unit
Espanya

Font: elaboracio propia.
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de ruralitat o genere, siné que, aprofitant la deteccié d’un creixent interes i
d’una preseéncia d’articles que tracten la tematica rural en revistes de geografia
humana, s’han seleccionat també publicacions de referéncia internacional de
caracter innovador, que sén plataforma dels avencos de la disciplina, i publi-
cacions d’altres tematiques com ara, per exemple, les de geografia economica
o urbana. De la mateixa manera, s’han prioritzat algunes revistes de geografia
social i cultural de creacié recent i especialitzades en un dels eixos de diferéncia
en concret, I'edat, que resulten de gran interes per al present estudi. Paral-le-
lament, s’han seleccionat les més representatives d’Espanya, Franca, Italia i
Portugal que coincideixen, en general, amb les pubhcaaons dels departaments
universitaris de geografia més destacats de cada pais.

Les revistes anglosaxones representen més de la meitat de les seleccionades.
Sén les capdavanteres i les que dominen clarament en els estudis culturals
i socials, especialment en geografia. Amb tot, s’ha intentat donar visibilitat
a publicacions d’altres paisos sovint a 'ombra de ’hegemonia anglosaxona,
malgrat que no siguin revistes tan especialitzades i se centrin més en els estu-
dis, sovint regionals, dels ambits geografics respectius. D’entre les anglosaxo-
nes s’han prioritzat les de geografia cultural i social, com ara les reconegudes
Gender, Place and Culture; Cultural Geographies; Space and Culture, o Social
and Cultural Geography, a més de les especialitzades en estudis rurals, com ara
Journal of Rural Studies, Rural Sociology o Sociologia Ruralis.

En relacié amb les revistes francofones escollides, s’han prioritzat les publi-
cacions més especialitzades en tematiques afins a 'objecte d’estudi, com ara
Espaces et societés o Géographie et cultures, a part d’unes altres de més generalis-
tes, com ara Cahiers de géographie du Québec o la indexada Révue de géographie
alpine.

Les revistes espanyoles seleccionades presenten un caire generalista, igual
com forga revistes sobre la geografia espanyola. Aixo es deu basicament al fet
que la majoria corresponen a publicacions dels principals departaments de
geografia de les universitats i d’associacions d’aquest ambit, entre les quals
destaquen publicacions indexades com ara el Boletin de la Asociacion de Ged-
grafos Esparioles i Scripta Nova, a més d’unes altres de capdavanteres, com ara
Documents d’Analisi Geografica o la sociologica Papers.

Pel que fa a les revistes d’altres ambits, cal destacar que s’han seleccionat les
de les societats geografiques d’Italia i Portugal, enteses com les més represen-
tatives de cada pais. En 'ambit llatinoamerica, en canvi, s’ha optat per escollir
una consolidada publicacié de rellevancia internacional, la indexada Revisza de
Geografia Norte Grande, i una de molt més jove perd de creixent projeccié en el
camp dels estudis de genere en aquest ambit, com és la Revista Latinoamericana

de Geografia e Género.
3.1. Seleccid i revisid d articles
La seleccié d’articles s’ha realitzat a partir de la consulta i 'analisi de tots i

cadascun dels nimeros publicats en les 46 revistes seleccionades durant el

Documents d’Analisi Geografica 2019, vol. 65/3 613



M. Garcia Gonzédlez Interseccionalitat i estudis de genere en geografia rural: un estat de la qiiestié (2008-2015)

Taula 2. Articles seleccionats per revistes

Revista Disciplina Articles
Journal of Rural Studies Geografia 7 259%
Gender, Place and Culture Geografia 5 18,5%
Children’s Geographies Geografia 4 14,8%
Journal of Youth Studies Sociologia 3 11,1%
Ager Geografia 1 3,7%
Annals of the American Association of Geographers Geografia 1 3,7%
Geoforum Geografia 1 3,7%
Papers Sociologia 1 3,7%
Revista Latino-Americana de Geografia e Género Geografia 1 3,7%
Rural Sociology Sociologia 1 3,7%
Social and Cultural Geography Geografia 1 3,7%
Sociologia Ruralis Sociologia 1 3,7%

Font: elaboracio propia.

periode compres entre els anys 2008 i 2015. Se n’han revisat un total de 1.474
exemplars, on s’han editat 14.130 articles academics.

Els textos han estat examinats a partir de 'analisi de I'index de continguts
dels niimeros respectius i se n’han seleccionat aquells que presenten algun tipus
de relacié amb les tematiques estudiades: mdn rural, génere i els eixos de dife-
rencia edat, etnia, sexualitat, classe i diversitat funcional, tant si tracten aquestes
variables de manera conjunta, separades o parcialment combinades. L’eleccié
d’aquests eixos de diferencia o d’identitat concrets i no uns altres es justifica
perque es tracta, d’'una banda, de categories socials com ara la sexualitat i I'edat,
més estudiades des de la perspectiva interseccional en geografia urbana i, d’altra
banda, de categories poc explorades en geografia rural, com ara la classe, I'¢tnia
i la diversitat funcional (Bryant i Pini, 2011).

El resultat ha estat la seleccié inicial d’un total de 109 articles publicats en
22 revistes diferents. Aixi, en aquesta primera seleccié han aparegut textos que
tracten la tematica d’interés de manera transversal o que tenen en compte una
o les dues variables que han estat considerades basiques: mdn rural i génere. No
obstant aixd, com que totes dues sén imprescindibles en el nostre estudi, se
n’han seleccionat els 79 articles que tracten aquestes dues variables principals.

Tanmateix, un segon exercici de sistematitzacié ha fet que s’ometessin
igualment tots aquells textos que parlen de les dues variables basiques sense
incloure-n’hi una tercera. Aquest és el cas de 52 articles seleccionats inicialment
i que han estat finalment omesos per tractar tnicament les variables 7267 rural i
geénere (ja sigui sobre qiiestions relacionades amb dones o feminitats —30
articles—, amb homes o masculinitats —5 articles— o amb el genere a nivell
general —17 articles—).

D’aquesta manera, s’ha arribat a la seleccid final d’un total de 27 articles
que tracten els dos eixos considerats basics (génere i mdn rural) en la interseccié
amb una tercera variable (edat, étnia, sexualitat, classe, diversitat funcional), o a
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Iexplicitacié de la consideracié de la perspectiva interseccional, entenent que
aquesta implica la inclusié de terceres variables.

Els 27 articles finalment seleccionats pertanyen a 12 revistes de les 46 que
han estat examinades. D’aquests textos, un 88,9% (24) s’han trobat en publi-
cacions anglosaxones, i ha estat quasi anecdotica la proporcié dels finalment
triats de revistes de fora d’aquest ambit i que pertanyen, en un 7,4% (2), a
revistes espanyoles i, en un 3,7% (1), a una publicacié d’ambit llatinoamerica
editada al Brasil. Aquestes dades evidencien la flagrant hegemonia de les revistes
anglosaxones en la produccié de literatura sobre el tema estudiat, perd també
en geografia en general. Val a dir també que un 77,8% (21) dels articles es
localitzen en publicacions de geografia i un 22,2% (6), en publicacions de
sociologia.

A manera de resum, la figura segiient mostra esquematicament tot el procés
d’estudi i seleccié de revistes i d’articles que ha conclos en la tria final dels 27
textos que fonamenten el present estat de la qiiestié. L’tltima divisié dels textos
correspon a les 9 categories finals en queé han estat classificats i corresponen al
nombre d’articles que combinen diferents eixos considerats en aquesta analisi.

Figura 1. Procés de seleccio de revistes i articles
REVISTES

ARTICLES

no rural nogénere ni rural ni génere

1

rural + génere rural +dones  rural + homes

| | || i | | | | 1
1 2 4@ 8 3 q
#4 H 8] #13! 4 5] 18

Font: elaboracio propia.
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3.2. Explotacié dels articles seleccionats

Els 27 articles finalment seleccionats tracten, com s ha dit, les dues variables
basiques génere i mén rural en conjuncié amb una tercera que correspon als
eixos d’identitat edat, étnia, sexualitat, classe i diversitat funcional.

Tot i el nombre relativament reduit d’articles, la gran diversitat de temati-
ques que tracta aquesta seleccié ha fet necessari que s’establis una categoritzacié
dels textos en funcid de la tercera variable. En el cas del génere, s’ha fet una
triple distincié entre aquelles qiiestions que tenen a veure amb el genere de
manera general, amb les dones i les feminitats, i amb els homes i les masculini-
tats. En referéncia a la tercera variable, es prioritzen els articles que evidencien
de manera clara la consideracié de la perspectiva interseccional, entenent que
el fet que hi sigui inclosa implica la consideracié d’una o més de les principals
categories de diferencia. Atenent la tercera variable d’estudi, s’ha continuat la
distincié dels articles en funcié del seu tractament dels eixos d’identitat classe,
etnia, sexualitat, edat i diversitat funcional, de manera centrada i diferenciada,
tot i tenir present que en molts articles, sense explicitar la perspectiva intersec-
cional, hi sén tractats de manera combinada.

D’aquesta manera s’han establert un total de 18 categories que resulten de
la combinacié de les diferents formes possibles de les tres variables, a excepcié
de mdn rural, que sha mantingut estatica.

En classificar els 27 articles seleccionats segons aquest criteri, s’han utilit-
zat 9 categories de les 18 establertes, la qual cosa ha evidenciat ja la manca de
literatura en la resta de camps. La taula segiient recull el nombre d’articles que
s'ubiquen en cadascuna. Els resultats mostren, en primer lloc, com d’entre tots
els textos academics revisats inicialment, només n’hi ha 3 que recullen les tres
variables proposades en aquesta analisi: mdn rural, génere i interseccionalitar. En
segon lloc, s’hi evidencia un predomini de textos que se centren en I'estudi de
la diferéncia a partir de la variable edar (un 55,6% —15 dels articles seleccio-
nats—), seguits dels que inclouen la variable ézmia (un 22,2% —G6 articles—).
Finalment, sén pocs els textos que tracten la classe, la sexualitat i la diversitat
funcional des d’una perspectiva de génere en el mén rural, fet que contrasta
amb l'interés creixent que es registra sobre aquestes qiiestions en altres ambits
d’estudi, com ara el mén urba.

Figura 2. Variables considerades

Variable 1 Variable 2 Variable3
Mon rural Génere Interseccionalitat
Classe
Dones i feminitats Etnia
Sexualitat
Homes i masculinitat Edat

Diversitat funcioal

Font: elaboracié propia.
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Taula 3. Categories establertes

Variable 1 Variable 2 Variable 3 Categoria
Mon rural Génere Interseccionalitat #1
Dones i feminitats #2
Homes i masculinitats #3
Mon rural Génere Classe #4
Dones i feminitats #5
Homes i masculinitats #6
Mon rural Génere Etnia #7
Dones i feminitats #8
Homes i masculinitats #9
Mon rural Geénere Sexualitat #10
Dones i feminitats #11
Homes i masculinitats #12
Mon rural Génere Edat #13
Dones i feminitats #14
Homes i masculinitats #15
Mon rural Génere Diversitat funcional #16
Dones i feminitats #17
Homes i masculinitats #18

Font: elaboracio propia.

Taula 4. Categoritzacié dels articles

Categoria Variable 1 Variable 2 Variable 3 Nombre d’articles
#1 Moén rural Génere Interseccionalitat 3 11,1%
#4 Moén rural Génere Classe 1 3,7%
#7 Mén rural Génere Etnia 2 7.4%
#8 Moén rural Dones i feminitats Etnia 4 14,8%
#11 Mon rural Dones i feminitats Sexualitat 1 3,7%
#13 Moén rural Génere Edat 8 29,6%
#14 Moén rural Dones i feminitats Edat 3 11,1%
#15 Moén rural Homes i masculinitats  Edat 4 14,8%
#18 Moén rural Homes i masculinitats  Diversitat funcional 1 3,7%

Font: elaboracio propia.

D’altra banda, coneixer les regions des de les quals es realitzen les recerques
dels articles pot ser tan interessant i explicatiu, si no més, que coneixer les
regions sobre les quals se centren els textos respectius.

La taula que segueix recull I'origen de les autores i dels autors dels 27 arti-
cles que ens ocupen, entenent com a origen no pas el pais natal de les autores,
siné el pais de les universitats a les quals estan adscrites i des d’on desenvo-
lupen les seves recerques. Aquesta consideracié ens permet constatar el gran
predomini de les universitats occidentals, fet que corrobora una de les hipotesis
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Taula 5. Articles seleccionats

Categoria Tema Autoria Titol Any Revista Volum i nimero
#1 Mén rural, génere i Sweeney, B. «Producing liminal space: Gender, 2009 Gender, Place 16 (5)
interseccionalitat age and class in northern Ontario’s and Culture
tree planting industry»
Nightingale, A.  «Bounding difference: Intersection- 2011 Geoforum 42 (2)
ality and the material production of
gender, caste, class and environment
in Nepal»
Perera-Muba-  «Positive responses, uneven experi- 2013 Gender, Place 20 (5)
raka, K. ences: Intersections of gender, eth- and Culture
nicity, and location in post-tsunami
Sri Lanka»
#4  Mon rural, genere i Bryant, L.; Pini, B. «<Gender, class and rurality: 2009 Journal of 25(1)
classe Australian case studies» Rural Studies
#7  Mon rural, genere  Ramzan, B. et al. «Experiencing and writing Indige- 2009 Journal of 25 (4)
i etnia neity, rurality and gender: Australian Rural Studies
reflections»
Schmalzbauer, L. «“Doing Gender”, Ensuring Survival: 2011 Rural 76 (4)
Mexican Migration and Economic Cri- Sociology
sis in the Rural Mountain West»
#8  Mon rural, dones i Gualda Caballe- «Migracion circular en tiempos de 2012 Papers 97 (3)
feminitats i étnia  ro, E. crisis: Mujeres de Europa del Este y
africanas en la agricultura de Huelva»
Soronellas, M. «Inmigrar a Catalufia rural: Contex- 2014 Ager 16
etal tos de ruralidad y migraciones de
mujeres extranjeras hacia pequefios
municipios»
McGrath, B.; «The religio-cultural dimensions of 2014 Journal of 17 (7)
McGarry, 0. life for young Muslim women in a Youth Studies
small Irish town»
Deb, A. et al. «“Man can’t give birth, woman can't 2015 Gender, Place 22(3)
fish”: Gender dynamics in the small- and Culture
scale fisheries of Bangladesh»
#11  Mon rural, dones  Pini, B. et al. «“Scary” heterosexualities inarural 2013 Journal of 32
i feminitats i Australian mining town» Rural Studies
sexualitat
#13  Mon rural, génere  Dyson, J. «Harvesting identities: Youth, work 2008 Annals of the 98 (1)
i edat and gender in the Indian Himalayas» Amercian
Association of
Geographers
Lee, J.; «Physical activity and rural young 2009 Children’s 7(2)
Abbott; R. people’s sense of place» Geographies
Malheiros da «Socializacéo e Modos de Ser Jovem 2011 Revista Lati- 2(2
Silva, C. em Area Rural na Bahia» no-Americana
de Geografia
e Género
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Taula 5. Articles seleccionats (continuacic)

Categoria Tema Autoria Titol Any Revista Volum i nimero
#13  Mon rural, génere  Porter, G.etal.  «Mobility, education and livelihood 2011 Children’s 9(3-4)
i edat trajectories for young people in rural Geographies
Ghana: A gender perspective»
Donkersloot, R.  «Gendered and generational experi- 2012 Gender, Place 19 (5)
ences of place and power in the rural and Culture
Irish landscape»
Riley, M. «“Moving on”?: Exploring the geog- 2012 Social and 13(7)
raphies of retirement adjustment Cultural
amongst farming couples» Geography
Farrugia, D. «Emplacing young people in an Aus- 2014 Journal of 17(9)
etal tralian rural community: An extravert- Youth Studies
ed sense of place in times of change»
Grubbstrom,A.  «Balancing family traditions and 2014 Journal of 35
etal. business: Gendered strategies for Rural Studies
achieving future resilience among
agricultural students»
#14  Mon rural, dones i Foy-Phillips, P.;  «Shaping children’s mobilities: Expec- 2011 Children’s 9(3-4)
feminitats i edat  Lloyd-Evans,S. tations of gendered parenting in the Geographies
English rural idyll»
Bell, S,; «Economic vulnerability and young 2014 Journal of 17 (6)
Aggleton, P. people’s sexual relationships in rural Youth Studies
Uganda»
Norman, E.; «Stuck between “the rock” and a 2015 Gender, Place 22 (1)
Power, N. hard place: Rural crisis and re-imag- and Culture
ining rural Newfoundland feminine
subjectivities»
#15  Mon rural, homes i Bye, L.M. «“How to be a rural man”: Young 2009 Journal of 25(3)
masculinitats i edat men’s performances and negotiations Rural Studies
of rural masculinities»
Haartsen, T; «Rural youth culture: Keten in the 2010 Journal of 26 (2)
Strijker, D. Netherlands» Rural Studies
Trell, E. et al. «Youth negotiation and performance 2013 Journal of 34
of masculine identities in rural Rural Studies
Estonia»
Trell, E. et al. «“In summer we go and drink atthe 2014 Children’s 12 (4)
lake”: Joung men and the geogra- Geographies
phies of alcohol and drinking in rural
Estonia»
#18  Mon rural, homes Roy, P. et al. «Help-seeking among Male Farmers: 2014 Sociologia 54 (4)
i masculinitats i Connecting Masculinities and Mental Ruralis

diversitat funcional

Health»

Font: elaboracié propia.
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Taula 6. Ambits geografics de les universitats de les autores

Regié Pais Nombre d’autores Total d’autores
Europa Irlanda 2 27
Noruega 1
Paisos Baixos 5
Regne Unit 10
Suécia 3
Espanya 6
Nord America Canada 9 1
Estats Units 2
Oceania Australia 10 10
Africa Ghana 6 6
Ameérica del Sud Brasil 1 1
Total 55

Font: elaboracio propia.

marcades al llarg de 'analisi: la latent hegemonia anglosaxona en la produccié
de literatura sobre geografia rural, heréncia, sense dubte, de nombrosos llegats
colonials encara vigents. En conseqii¢ncia, és quasi anecdotica en la seleccié
de textos la presencia d’autores de paisos de fora del mén anglosaxé juntament
amb articulistes d’Espanya, Brasil i Ghana, presents aquests tltims en un sol
article, signat conjuntament amb autores anglosaxones.

Pel que fa a les regions sobre les quals es basen les recerques, en destaca
una diversitat més elevada respecte a 'origen de les autories. Tot i aix{, una
bona part dels articles (un 74%) es tracta de casos d’estudi centrats en els
paisos anglosaxons i europeus. Per tant, sén pocs els textos que se centren en
altres localitzacions i, en els que ho fan, s’intueixen certes reminiscéncies post-
colonials, com és el cas de tots els paisos asiatics i africans en que se centren
aquests articles.

Respecte a l'autoria dels escrits seleccionats, la majoria estan redactats con-
juntament entre dos o més articulistes. S’ha comptabilitzat un total de 55
autors, 31 dels quals sén dones i 24, homes. Pel que fa al sexe de les autories,
s’evidencia el predomini de dones en els textos seleccionats, ja siguin d’autoria
exclusivament femenina (un 48%) o mixta entre dones i homes (un 30%).
Sén pocs els articles signats només per homes (un 22%), fet que evidencia
com l'estudi de genere ha estat un camp tradicionalment amb poca presencia
masculina.

Per dltim, cal destacar com tres autores (Ellen-Marja Trell, Bettina van
Hoven i Lia Bryant) i un autor (Paulus Huigen) han publicat dos articles,
sempre d’autoria compartida, i una autora (Barbara Pini) signa un total de tres
dels textos seleccionats. En aquest sentit, cal ressaltar la presencia i la rellevan-
cia respecte al tema d’estudi que ens ocupa, ja apuntada en la introduccié, de
'obra més recent de les autores australianes Pini i Bryant.
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Taula 7. Autories dels articles

Tipus autoria Nombre d’autors Articles Total Nombre d’autors
Unica 1 10 Total dones 31
Compartida 2 7 17 Total homes 24
3 8
5 1 Autoria Articles
8 1 Només dones 13
Només homes 6
Dones i homes 8

Font: elaboracié propia.

4. Linies principals de treball

L’analisi dels textos seleccionats permet copsar quins sén els grans temes que
afloren en la recerca més actual sobre la tematica estudiada.

D’una banda, la investigacié es troba en el centre de bona part de la lite-
ratura revisada. Ja sigui aproximat des d’una perspectiva més material o sen-
zillament com un aspecte constitutiu de les experiencies quotidianes del mén
rural, el treball s’explora a bastament i s’erigeix com un factor fonamental en
la constitucié de moltes identitats rurals, tant de classe com d’étnia i, sobretot,
de genere.

Un altre tema forga explorat, i en estreta relacié amb I'estudi que presen-
tem, és la mobilitat de les persones del mén rural. Ateses les caracteristiques
socioeconodmiques i culturals que defineixen aquest ambit, sobretot en referén-
cia a la seva dimensid espacial, no és estrany que les mobilitats, tant les laborals
com de lleure, d’educacié o de vida quotidiana en general, siguin presents
en moltes recerques. En clau de génere, destaca com les dones experimenten
una mobilitat més gran en tots els nivells, tant en la vida quotidiana com en
referéncia a les emigracions, i com aquest és un aspecte central en les seves
experiencies de la ruralitat.

D’altra banda, la construccié d’identitats de genere és també un tema
recurrent en la produccié sobre el tema. S’ha observat un gran interes i molt
de treball en la construccié de masculinitats, especialment entre el jovent rural,
que, com es desenvolupara més avall, es tracta segurament del grup de poblacié
més estudiat.

Un denominador comd en la majoria d’articles és I'aproximacié a la cons-
truccié d’identitats i de la diferéncia a través de I'estudi de la vida quotidiana,
recurrent en els estudis culturals i socials postestructuralistes. Gracies a aquesta
aproximacid, s’evidencia com les diferents categories de diferencia es constru-
eixen a partir de les practiques quotidianes i es fa palesa la importancia, ja a
nivell metodolodgic, de les tecniques i de les analisis qualitatives en I'estudi de
la quotidianitat (everyday).

En aquesta sintesi de resultats és important també presentar una visié gene-
ral de les moltes troballes que han anat emergint al llarg del treball dels textos
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referents a les cinc grans variables o eixos de diferéncia que han fonamentat
la categoritzacié dels articles: la classe, U'étnia, U edat, la sexualitar i la diversitar
funcional. Aquest repas permet que es puguin identificar buits en la literatura
sobre el tema i obre la porta a possibles noves linies d’estudi.

La poca presencia d’articles que consideren la c/asse com una variable d’ana-
lisi diferenciada podria portar a pensar que es tracta d’una categoria oblidada
en els estudis de genere al mén rural. Tanmateix, la classe ha estat ampliament
treballada en 'ambit de la geografia rural des de la perspectiva de genere en
recerques anteriors al periode d’anys revisat i, a la vista dels textos treballats,
s’ha pogut constatar com ha estat incorporada en tots els casos, explicitada
en alguns i donada per fet en tants altres, la qual cosa evidencia la naturalesa
constitutiva que té aquesta variable en la ruralitat.

L’étnia es confirma com un dels eixos menys explorats en la geografia rural
de genere. Si bé en l'exercici de categoritzacié d’articles havia sobresortit com
un tema forca desenvolupat, el treball dels textos ha posat de manifest que no
ha estat explorada com un eix de diferencia per se, siné com un element que
justifica, per exemple, analisis comparatives entre grups socials diferents. En
altres casos, el concepte étnia remet a uns altres temes que s’hi relacionen de
manera estreta, com ara les migracions transnacionals, perd que escapen de la
dimensié cultural que presenta.

Pel que fa a I'edat, el gran nombre d’articles que la treballen de manera
especifica la consoliden com la variable més explorada en els estudis rurals i de
la diferéncia en I'actualitat. A més, dins aquesta categoria, destaca de manera
especial el gran pes que tenen els estudis sobre el jovent. Entre els articles
seleccionats, sén molts els textos que tracten sobre aquesta tematica i que ho
fan de manera diversa i en relacié amb els grans temes identificats: treball,
mobilitats i identitats de genere. Referent a aquest darrer tema, convé fer un
esment especial al tractament de les masculinitats, tradicionals i alternatives,
que construeixen els joves en espais rurals i estreta relacié que aquestes mas-
culinitats mantenen amb la nocié d’idil-li rural.

Convé destacar també com els altres grups d’edat reben menys atencié en
'estudi de la tematica que ens ocupa i, d’altra banda, com n’és de minsa la
recerca que s ha realitzat sobre els infants i, especialment, sobre la gent gran, un
col-lectiu sovint oblidat en els estudis de geografia social i cultural. En aquest
sentit, i observant els textos en qué no es destaca cap grup d’edat, resulta inte-
ressant observar com es dona per fet que I'adultesa es correspon amb el grup de
poblacié més representatiu i, per extensid, que és un centre normatiu a partir
del qual es constitueixen la resta d’identitats d’edat: infants, joves i persones
grans. Altrament, es posa de manifest com sén els moments de transicié vital,
escenari ideal per explorar tantes performances i rites de passage, els que desper-
ten més interes entre els estudis que es focalitzen més aquesta variable.

En referéncia a la sexualitat, sobta I'escassa visibilitzacié en les publicacions
analitzades i contrasta amb "atencié que ha rebut en els estudis de la geografia
urbana. Aix0 no significa, perd, que les publicacions sobre sexualitat al mén
rural siguin inexistents, ans al contrari: hi ha un bon nombre de treballs en

622  Documents d’Analisi Geografica 2019, vol. 65/3



Interseccionalitat i estudis de genere en geografia rural: un estat de la qiiestié (2008-2015) M. Garcia Gonzdlez

aquest camp que han estat editats en revistes d’altres disciplines, com ara la
sociologia, 'educacié o fins i tot la salut, perd no s’han tingut en compte en
aquesta recerca bibliografica per motius metodologics en la seleccié de publi-
cacions. Paral-lelament, cal destacar també I'aparicié en els darrers anys d’al-
guns manuals especifics des de la geografia sobre sexualitat i ruralitat, entre
els quals destaca Sexuality, Rurality and Geography (Gorman-Murray, Pini i
Briant, 2013). Sigui com sigui, resulta evident que la sexualitat és una variable
emergent en I'estudi de la ruralitat des de la geografia i que ofereix un nou i
interessant camp de treball per a futures recerques.

De manera semblant, es pot percebre com la diversizat funcional és I'estruc-
tura de poder més oblidada en els estudis sobre ruralitat, génere i interseccio-
nalitat examinats en aquestes publicacions, tant de manera especifica com de
manera transversal i considerada com una categoria d’identitat més.

D’altra banda, es constata com una bona part dels textos seleccionats i
treballats desenvolupen noves aproximacions al concepte d’idil-li rural i a unes
altres representacions que hi estan relacionades, també identitaries, com ara les
maternitats i les paternitats (idil-liques) rurals.

El que sembla que no s’esvaeix, pero, és la tradicional construccié de la
ruralitat en relacid, si no per oposicid, amb el mén urba. En un altre nivell,
aquesta definicié conceptual simbolitza i evidencia les logiques i les relacions
d’inclusié i exclusié que caracteritzen els espais rurals contemporanis, que, a
partir de la definicié de que és i que no és rural, determinen quines subjec-
tivitats i quines identitats hi poden pertanyer i quines no. S’evidencia, aixi,
la profunda normativitat que regula les identitats rurals i la seva experiencia
quotidiana, tant pel que fa al genere (patriarcal), a la classe (conservadora),
a la sexualitat (heterosexual), a ’¢tnia (blanca), a I’edat (adulta), com a uns
altres eixos de diferéncia (silenciadora de les realitats de diversitat funcional,
d’origen, de llengua, etc.).

Arribats en aquest punt, centrem-nos en el tractament de la perspectiva inter-
seccional en la tematica considerada. L’exercici de classificacié dels articles i la
seva analisi posterior han permes mostrar les limitacions que implica una cate-
goritzacid, no tant excessiva com massa rigida i estatica, dels eixos de diferéencia
o d’identitats. Intentar classificar o ressaltar una identitat per sobre de les altres
és, si no impossible, poc acurat, en tant que se n’oblida la naturalesa relacional.
O el que seria el mateix: les categories es constitueixen les unes a les altres.

Aproximar les diferéncies i les identitats amb un focus massa centrat en les
categories, sovint simplificades en etiquetes estatiques, ens allunya dels poten-
cials de la mirada interseccional i que s6n, justament, la comprensié de les
multiples relacions de poder que constitueixen les identitats. En aquest sentit,
esdevé molt destacable 'aproximacié que en fa Sweeney (2009) a través del
concepte de liminalitat, una dimensié poc explorada i que permet posar de
manifest les posicions concretes que els subjectes ocupen en les multiples rela-
cions de poder i que desemboquen en identitats especifiques i situades.

D’altra banda, I'analisi detallada dels textos també ha permes copsar com,
si bé sén molt pocs els que expliciten la perspectiva interseccional, sén molts
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els que no es limiten a examinar un dnic eix d’identitat diferent del genere.
Aixi, la majoria d’articles basen la seva recerca considerant més d’una categoria
de diferéncia i identitat i, centrant-se en una o en una altra de manera més o
menys directa, no ometen les seves interrelacions. D’aquesta manera, tot i que
no expliciten I'aproximacié des de la interseccionalitat, si que s’hi apropen
des d’'un mateix punt de vista: considerar les multiples relacions constituents
entre les identitats. Aquesta constatacié ens evidencia com, en realitat, I'analisi
interseccional és present des de fa temps en els estudis de genere, des d’on s’han
treballat les multiples connexions entre diferents eixos de diferéncia, perd que
no ha estat fins més recentment que el concepte d’'interseccionalitat ha emergit
com un cos tedric i metodologic diferenciat.

Per dltim, els articles seleccionats confirmen un dels grans potencials de la
geografia i una de les contribucions més grans que pot aportar a la teoritzacié
de la interseccionalitat: la introduccié de I'espai, tant des del punt de vista de
dimensié com de constituent, especialment en els estudis rurals, poc explorats
en la geografia i en les ciencies socials en general. Val la pena destacar la natu-
ralesa constituent de 'espai, en el sentit que aquest no és un simple contenidor
buit on tenen lloc les relacions de poder, siné que es tracta d’una variable
més. L’espai esta constituit per (i alhora constitueix) les relacions socials i de
poder, que sén representades en I'espai i a través de P'espai. Aixi doncs, i tal
com apunten Rodé de Zdrate i Baylina (2018), la geografia pot realitzar una
gran contribucié en els estudis de la interseccionalitat en diversos sentits: d’una
banda, analitzant el paper del lloc i de 'espai en les dinamiques interseccionals;
d’una altra, evidenciant la rellevancia del context per al desenvolupament de
la Interseccionalitat, i, per dltim, desenvolupant noves metodologies que per-
metin fer aflorar la interseccionalitat.

5. Consideracions finals

La revisi6 bibliografica presentada posa de manifest la manca d’estudis que
contribueixin, especialment des d’una vessant més empirica i des del camp de la
geografia rural de genere, a promoure el desenvolupament teoric i metodologic
de la perspectiva interseccional.

El present estat de la qiiestié ha permes identificar les llacunes que existei-
xen en els estudis sobre eixos de diferéncia com ara I'¢tnia o, especialment, la
sexualitat i la diversitat funcional al mén rural, aixi com sobre grups d’edat com
ara els infants o les persones grans. En aquest sentit, es detecten interessants
possibilitats d’explorar, sempre des de la perspectiva de genere, identitats menys
predominants i de trencar, aixi, I'’heteronormativitat conservadora que en certa
manera caracteritza (i caricaturitza) tant el mén rural com també bona part
dels estudis de geografia rural.

D’altra banda, hi ha grans buits i, per extensi6, grans oportunitats pel
que fa als camps d’estudi que permetrien trencar amb I’hegemonia, ja no
tant del lloc de produccié academica, siné de les regions analitzades. El sud
global continua sent un territori poc explorat en les analisis rurals, fet que
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es converteix en paradoxal si es té en compte el paper crucial que hi ocupa
aquest ambit.

En definitiva, el treball realitzat posa de relleu com 'estudi en clau de
genere de les diferencies i de les identitats, facilitada per una perspectiva inter-
seccional en ple desenvolupament tedric i metodologic, planteja nombroses i
interessants oportunitats de present i de futur per a la geografia.
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Maria Dolors Garcia Ramon: Geografia y
género, disidencia e innovacidn es el libro
nimero 13 de la coleccién «Espacios Cri-
ticos», de la editorial Icaria de Barcelona,
editada por Abel Albet y Nuria Benach.
Esta coleccién se dedica a difundir las
trayectorias académicas de las persona-
lidades mds relevantes de la geografia
contempordnea internacional. La obra
que presentamos es la segunda dedicada
a una mujer (el ndmero 2 giré en torno
a la figura de Doreen Massey) y estd ela-
borada por Abel Albet (ed.), profesor del
Departamento de Geografia de la Uni-
versitat Autobnoma de Barcelona (UAB),
en colaboracién con Janice Monk, profe-
sora emérita de la Universidad de Arizo-
na (Estados Unidos); Maria Prats Ferret,
profesora del Departamento de Geografia
de la UAB, y Susana M. Veleda da Silva,
profesora de Geograffa de la Universidad
Federal de Rio Grande (Brasil).

La estructura de la obra sigue la habi-
tual de la coleccién: una presentacién del
editor, cinco capitulos y una seleccién
de referencias bibliogrdficas ordenada
temdticamente. Los capitulos se ocupan
de la trayectoria de la académica (I), una

entrevista amplia a Maria Dolors Garcia
Ramon (II), una antologfa de seis arti-
culos de la autora (ITI), un texto inédito
(IV) y un apartado valorativo a modo de
conclusién (V). Todo ello en 286 pdginas.

En la presentacién, Abel Albet jus-
tifica las razones por las cuales se debe
incluir un libro sobre Maria Dolors
Garcia Ramon en la coleccién «Espacios
Criticos»: por la introduccién de la pers-
pectiva de género entendida como una
apuesta radical, por la apertura de con-
tactos decisivos con la geografia interna-
cional, por la difusién de nuevos temas
de estudio y de nuevos enfoques tedricos,
por la normalizacién de metodologfas de
investigacién cualitativas, por cuestionar
quién produce conocimiento, etc. Albet
deja claro que la aportacién principal de
Maria Dolors Garcia Ramon a la acade-
mia y a la ciencia es el estudio de la espa-
cialidad del género y su interpretacién a
través de la geografia rural, el pensamien-
to geogrfico, el orientalismo y la geogra-
ffa urbana. Y el aspecto mds remarcable
de su trayectoria es la difusién de ideas
y el didlogo a escala internacional, que
se ha traducido en el establecimiento de
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una red de contactos de colaboracién y
un magisterio internacional. Se trata de
una excelente introduccién de contenido
relevante y preciso. El lector o la lectora
de la obra debe considerar especialmente
la informacidén que el editor escribe entre
paréntesis, interesante y comprometida,
y no pasar por alto el contenido que se
desprende de los signos de puntuacidn,
como los puntos suspensivos.

El primer capitulo, «Una trayecto-
ria a través de la geografia critica», es
una sintesis de la vida de Maria Dolors
Garcia Ramon, extrafda, como exponen
Abel Albet y Susana M. Veleda da Silva,
de una autobiografia de la autora. Los
autores explican el origen de la vocacién
geogréfica de Garcia Ramon a partir de
sus profesores de geograffa de la Univer-
sidad de Barcelona, Enric Lluch y Joan
Vila-Valenti, y del impacto que ejercié
en ella su estancia en la Universidad de
California, en Berkeley, para la realizacién
de un mdster en Geografia en 1970. Un
verdadero choque académico-cultural con
el que comprendié que con el nombre de
geografia se hacfan cosas muy distintas.
Otro momento importante fue su inicio
profesional en la Universitat Autbnoma
de Barcelona, con Enric Lluch en 1969,
para ensefiar geograffa en un departamen-
to de ciencias sociales donde reinaba un
ambiente innovador, alternativo y abierto,
mds cercano, en principio, a lo que ella
habfa conocido en los Estados Unidos. Y,
ya después de defender su tesis, la estancia
en la Universidad de Clark (EE. UU.) en
1975, donde entré en contacto con ged-
grafos y gedgrafas que entendian la geo-
graffa desde una perspectiva mds radical.

De la relacién con otros contextos aca-
démicos y con reconocidisimos maestros
de la geografia internacional se derivan
publicaciones individuales, pero también
todo un magisterio materializado en tesis
doctorales, introduccién de textos en
Documents d’Anilisi Geogrifica—Tla revista
del Departamento de la cual era directo-
ra—, organizacién de encuentros inter-
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nacionales, etc. Todo ello sin olvidar el
estado de la geografia catalana y espafola,
por ¢jemplo, realizando una serie de entre-
vistas a personalidades destacadas en cola-
boracién con Joan Nogué y Abel Albet.

El papel de la Unién Geogréfica Inter-
nacional (UGI) y la estancia de investiga-
cién en la Universidad de Arizona al lado
de Janice Monk durante el curso 1987-
1988 es fundamental en su trayectoria.
En sus palabras: «<en mi comprensién
de la geografia del género hay un antes
y un después de la estancia en Arizona y
el contacto clave que supuso (y toda-
via perdura hoy) Jan Monk» (p. 64).
Puede decirse que es desde entonces que
comienza su carrera en la geograffa femi-
nista académica y también es cuando crea
el Grupo de Investigacién en Geografia
y Género de la UAB y el desarrollo de la
investigacién en ese 4mbito a partir de
proyectos competitivos.

El cuadro de las pdginas 24 y 25 mues-
tra la importancia del aspecto relacional
en la trayectoria de Garcia Ramon. Los
autores enlazan los hechos histéricos de
1950 a 2010 con la experiencia vivida
de la académica (lecturas de referencia,
estancias de investigacién, personas que
le influyen), con su productividad (cam-
pos de estudio y publicaciones), con las
etapas de su carrera y con la difusién de
su actividad. La representacién grdfica
visibiliza la calidad y la cantidad de con-
tactos académicos internacionales y la
fidelidad a sus campos de estudio, aun-
que variados, as{ como el hilo conductor
de la perspectiva de género a lo largo de
sus cincuenta afios de carrera.

Del curriculum de Maria Dolors Gar-
cia Ramon, Albet y Veleda da Silva des-
tacan «un palmarés excepcional entre los
gedgrafos de su generacién (y de muchas
de las generaciones anteriores y posterio-
res)» (p. 36), ademds de una fuerte voca-
cién académica, como evidencia la dedi-
cacién de tiempo y esfuerzo a sus becarios
y becarias, doctorandos y doctorandas y
personas colaboradoras.
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El segundo capitulo es una entrevis-
ta excelentemente editada, en la que se
reconoce la forma de expresarse de Gar-
cia Ramon. El texto es un baile de nom-
bres y una mezcla de situaciones acadé-
micas y personales que van configurando
su camino profesional. Las seis primeras
personas referenciadas son hombres: José
Manuel Blecua, Joan Vila i Valenti y
Enric Lluch, a los que siguen los nortea-
mericanos Carl Sauer, Jim Parsons y Jan
Broek. La primera mujer referida es Janet
Momsen, gedgrafa britdnica pionera en
estudios de género y primera presidenta
de la Comisién de Geografia y Género de
la UGI. Queda claro que las influencias
que recibe, las estancias de estudio en el
extranjero y los viajes personales son cla-
ves para su formacién y potencian una
mirada curiosa y abierta que la acom-
panard a lo largo de su carrera.

Se agradece leer una entrevista sincera.
Garcia Ramon expresa con naturalidad
y agradecimiento la importancia de sus
maestros en su formacién y también es
capaz de cuestionarlos, igual como cues-
tiona el panorama académico de la geo-
grafia espafola y catalana del momento.
Encuentra que Enric Lluch, por ejemplo,
«era de los pocos que querfa estar al dia
y yo encantada de que alguien mostra-
ra interés» (p. 52) y a la vez expresa su
sorpresa cuando se encontraba con reac-
ciones inesperadas por su parte, como la
objecién a que realizase la tesis doctoral
o el rechazo al funcionariado en la aca-
demia, «cuando mis padres habfan sido
funcionarios» (p. 59).

Todo el relato mantiene el interés de
la persona lectora y contiene frases poten-
tes sobre temas relevantes y de actualidad.
Quiero destacar algunas de ellas: «en este

pais el concepto de geografia sigue sien-
do muy restringido y muy conservador»
(p- 69); «geografia catalana es hacer geo-
graffa desde Catalufia» (p.79), o «la inves-
tigacién y la docencia tienen que ir siem-
pre entrelazadas, si no... la universidad
pierde buena parte de su sentido» (p. 82).

El tercer capitulo comienza con un
articulo muy sélido y bien documenta-
do sobre la geograffa como compromiso
social!, con el objetivo de dar cuenta de
que la geografia lleva implicito un com-
promiso con la sociedad y por este moti-
vo no puede eludir las relaciones de géne-
ro. Es un punto de partida que apuntala
al género como teorfa fundamental en
el andlisis de la geograffa y que abre la
puerta a las investigaciones en esta linea.
En un momento cita a Josefina Gémez
Mendoza para defender la «utilidad social
de la geografia desde una perspectiva
amplia y sin intentar resolver problemas
a medida» (p. 107). Se trata de defender
el conocimiento geogrifico til, pero no
solo desde una perspectiva técnica, sino
también para el debate politico y cultural.

En el marco de las transformaciones
econémicas que se suceden en las déca-
das de 1980 y 1990 a nivel internacional,
las 4reas rurales inician procesos de rees-
tructuracién econémica con profundas
alteraciones del mercado laboral local.
Los procesos de desagrarizacién vienen
acompafiados de otros como la terciari-
zacién, la feminizacidn y, en ocasiones,
la precarizacién de la mano de obra. El
segundo articulo, publicado en 1995 con
Gemma Canoves y Nuria Valdovinos,
ilustra uno de los nuevos nichos de ocu-
pacién de mujeres rurales relacionadas con
la actividad agraria y ganadera: el turismo
rural?. Garcia Ramon, Cdnoves y Valdo-

1. Maria Dolors GARCIA RAMON (1988), «La geografia como compromiso social: Un recorrido
desde la geografia social a la geografia del género», en P. BARRERE et al. (eds.), Espacios rura-
les y urbanos en dreas industrializadas, Vilassar de Mar, Oikos-Tau, y II Congreso Mundial

Vasco, p. 213-234.

2. Maria Dolors GARCIA RAMON, Gemma CANOVES y Niria VALDOVINOS (1995), «Farm tourism,
gender and the environment in Spainy, Annals of Tourism Research, 22 (2), 267-282.
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vinos demuestran que esta iniciativa eco-
némica no puede comprenderse sin tomar
en cuenta el género, y no solo por ser las
mujeres quienes se ocupan de ella, sino
por la razdén de ser de la misma actividad.
El articulo reivindica el trabajo femenino
para el desarrollo eficaz del turismo rural,
importante para reactivar econémicamen-
te muchas zonas campesinas. Ademds,
incorpora la sensibilidad medioambiental
y la configuracién de diferentes modelos
regionales de la actividad turistica.

Partiendo del hecho de que «las muje-
res europeas tenfan una experiencia del
encuentro colonial distinta de la de los
hombres y que por ello sus actitudes
hacia el colonialismo tenian que ser dis-
tintas» (p. 148), Garcia Ramon se aden-
tra, desde su interés y bagaje en el estudio
del pensamiento geogrifico y tomando el
género como perspectiva analitica, en la
relacién entre geografia y colonialismo?®.
Una estancia de investigacion en el Reino
Unido le permite estudiar con detalle
la vida de las viajeras europeas Isabelle
Eberhardt y Gertrude Bell por Ttnez,
Argelia y Oriente Medio.

Garcia Ramon observa que en algunos
aspectos las viajeras reproducen el discurso
imperial masculino dominante, pero que
«sus textos estdn especificamente marcados
por el género» (p. 180). El tono intimista
de las cartas y los diarios, asi como de los
espacios y las situaciones, domésticos y
cotidianos, en los que recalan son origi-
nales y aportan una informacién genuina
sobre el encuentro colonial eurodrabe. Se
trata este de un articulo magnifico del que
se desprende el disfrute de su autora en
la investigacién. Garcia Ramon realiza
una investigacién plenamente interseccio-
nal cuando reconoce que el andlisis de las

sociedades orientales que exploran las via-
jeras no puede comprenderse tinicamente
en términos de género, sino que los orige-
nes nacionales, de raza y de clase son cla-
ves para comprender sus posiciones ante el
conflicto entre colonizadores y coloniza-
dos, del que son testigos y agentes a la vez.
El texto de Garcia Ramon estd impreg-
nado de apreciaciones que muestran la
complejidad de las interconexiones entre
estas distintas identidades. Sus apreciacio-
nes sobre la performatividad de género
en Eberhardt, sin ir mds lejos, muestra
la experiencia situada y simultdnea de la
opresién (por género) en una situacién de
privilegio (por clase y por raza) de la via-
jera, haciendo visible que los individuos
se pueden situar al mismo tiempo en el
margen y en el centro (Rose, 1993). Se
trata de una contribucién interseccional
fuera del contexto hegeménico angléfono,
importante por el conocimiento produci-
doy, en la linea que sefiala Vaiou (2018),
por mostrar las intersecciones especificas
en las que se encuentran las gedgrafas
feministas con sus lugares y sus situacio-
nes particulares, no siempre reconocidas
cuando se encuentran en las periferias.
Maria Dolors Garcia Ramon reco-
noce que encontré en Lourdes Benerfa,
en 1975, una fuente de inspiracién en
sus primeros pasos en el feminismo. A
través de ella, y a raiz de su tesis sobre
mujeres y enseflanza en Espana, Garcia
Ramon comprende que «el feminismo y
la investigacién universitaria pueden ir
de la mano» (p. 61). Es probable que de
ahf nazca su preocupacion sobre el lugar
que ocupan las mujeres en la geografia
académica. A este cometido dedica dos
investigaciones en dos momentos, 1985
y 2004. El cuarto articulo? de esta anto-

3. Maria Dolors GARCIA RAMON (2003), «Gender and the colonial encounter in the Arab
world: Examining women’s experiencies and narratives», Environment and Planning D:

Society and Space, 21, 653-672.

4. Maria Dolors GARCIA RAMON y Herminia PUJOL 1 ESTRAGUES (2004), «La presencia de
mujeres en la geograffa académica: ;Hacia una masculinizacién de la disciplina?», Cuadernos

de Geografia, Universidad de Valencia, 75, 91-102.
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logfa, realizado en coautorfa con Hermi-
nia Pujol Estragués, aborda la presencia
y la categoria profesional de las mujeres
en los departamentos de geograffa de las
universidades espafiolas y su produccién
cientifica, con la intencién de comparar
los resultados con los obtenidos quince
afios antes. Las conclusiones arrojan una
mejor presencia y productividad feme-
nina, pero algunos indicadores apuntan
a una futura masculinizacién de la dis-
ciplina: mds hombres que mujeres entre
las generaciones jévenes de profesorado,
menos doctorandas y menos alumnas.
Ello conduce a las autoras a explorar
posibles causas, entre ellas, los cambios
en los planes de estudios, con mayor peso
de las asignaturas técnicas e instrumenta-
les a fin de formar a gedgrafos y gedgrafas
«profesionales» en un momento en que
las oportunidades de trabajo en la ense-
flanza secundaria escasean y el ntimero de
graduados en geografia estd en expansién.
La deriva que esta situacién ha tomado
con un mds que reducido peso de la teo-
rfa geogréfica y la geografia social en la
disciplina es un tema de preocupacién de
Garcia Ramon, como se ha desprendido
también de su entrevista.

En 2012, y con una trayectoria de
mds de cuarenta afios de trabajo aca-
démico, Maria Dolors Garcia Ramon
elabora un articulo cuyo eje central es
su posicionalidad como investigadora
en la atmdsfera académica internacio-
nal de hegemonfa angloamericana’.
Del articulo se desprende la necesidad
de la autora de lanzar a la arena del
debate académico su experiencia vivida
como académica situada en la periferia
de la produccién del conocimiento.
Este articulo, escrito en clave perso-
nal, complementa una reflexién ante-
rior compartida con Kirsten Simonsen
(danesa) y Dina Vaiou (griega) (20006),
centrada entonces en la revisién biblio-

grdfica de la revista Gender, Place and
Culture, publicacién referencial en los
estudios de geografia y género a nivel
internacional, tomada como ejemplo
para valorar la abrumadora presencia de
la cultura anglosajona en todo lo rela-
cionado con la produccién cientifica en
geografia feminista. Como ella indica,
«a nivel personal, hace mucho tiem-
po que me preocupa el tema, quizds
porque lo he experimentado y sufri-
do desde muy joven [...] y porque mi
trayectoria académica ha estado muy
expuesta a la geograffa anglosajona»
(p- 205). Garcia Ramon expone la hege-
monia lingiifstica, las pautas del debate
intelectual, la globalizacién parcial y des-
igual del discurso geogrdfico, el poder de
las publicaciones periddicas angloame-
ricanas, etc., ademds del consecuente y
progresivo alejamiento de las periferias
(escuelas de pensamiento, lenguas, reglas
del juego académico, revistas «localesy,
etc.). El articulo estd lleno de ejemplos
de situaciones en las que la autora ha
sido protagonista o testigo directo, reve-
ladoras de sentimientos de inferioridad,
incomodidad o claramente insultantes.
Los resultados ponen en evidencia como
distintas lenguas y formas de conoci-
miento implican un ejercicio de traduc-
cién constante y dificil. En palabras de
Vaiou (2008), «un trabajo desempode-
rador. A pesar de ello, el texto positivi-
za la situacién haciendo hincapié en la
necesidad de seguir a Haraway (1988)
en ahondar y reivindicar todavia mds el
conocimiento situado.

Los estudios sobre lo rural y la rura-
lidad desde la perspectiva de género tie-
nen cabida en esta antologfa de textos a
partir de un articulo publicado en 2014
en coautoria con Mireia Baylina, Ana
Marfa Porto, Isabel Salamafia y Montse-
rrat Villarino, sobre la evaluacién de las
mujeres del campo sobre la ruralidad

5. Maria Dolors GARCIA RAMON (2012), «Las diferencias que crea el lugar. Una mirada critica a
la hegemontia angloamericana en geografia», Documents d’Analisi Geografica, 58 (2), 307-319.
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actual®. Después de décadas de éxodo
rural selectivo por edad y por género (la
huida ilustrada de las mujeres jévenes del
campo), una nueva generacién femenina
se instala en el medio rural para desarro-
llar su profesién. Las mujeres catalanas
y gallegas objeto de estudio describen e
informan en sus discursos sobre la vida
cotidiana de la poblacién rural desde una
clara perspectiva de género, ofrecien-
do un significado en primera persona de
un grupo social informado y reflexivo
no siempre reconocido. Estas mujeres
contempordneas contemplan lo urbano
en lo rural, desafiando completamente la
dualidad conceptual tradicional, relacio-
nan claramente la existencia en el campo
con calidad de vida y no se reconocen
como mujeres «rurales» en un sentido tra-
dicional. Sus discursos se alejan del tipo
de feminidad construida bajo el idilio
rural, si bien en su cotidianeidad asumen
dobles o triples jornadas laborales que
eufemfisticamente resuelven con «tener
gran capacidad de trabajo». Un andlisis
en profundidad para conocer de primera
mano qué piensan las mujeres sobre el
territorio y sobre su papel en él en un
contexto actual de relevancia social y
politica de la Espafa vaciada (sobretodo
de mujeres).

El cuarto capitulo del libro lo cons-
tituye un escrito inédito («La geografia
del género»), que resulta ser parte de su
asignatura de Pensamiento Geogrifico
del grado en Geografia y Ordenacién del
Territorio, de la Universitat Autdnoma
de Barcelona, con la que Maria Dolors
Garcia Ramon terming su etapa docen-
te. Es un texto muy bien informado y
muy claro que recorre la introduccién
de la perspectiva de género en la geogra-
fia y su evolucidn, en conexidn directa
con las corrientes epistemoldgicas de la

disciplina. Desde los estudios iniciales
bajo el paradigma positivista, que per-
miten una cierta visibilizacién de la vida
de las mujeres relacionada con los espa-
cios que frecuentan sin ir mds alld en la
explicacién, hasta el postmodernismo,
que aboga por una deconstruccién de las
categorfas y una adaptacién particular a
lugares y circunstancias, el texto enfatiza
la etapa de mayor peso en el desarrollo
de los estudios de geograffa feminista,
el de la geografia radical. Bajo los pos-
tulados marxistas se encuentra el marco
teérico idéneo para comprender y expli-
car las desigualdades entre hombres y
mujeres en relacién con el espacio y el
entorno. Se sitdan las relaciones de géne-
ro en el marco conceptual mds amplio
de las relaciones sociales y se explica la
subordinacién de la mujer sobre una
base materialista, lo que permite el cam-
bio social. El articulo concluye con un
apartado dedicado a la normalizacién de
los estudios de género, en el que subra-
ya la contribucién del género a la geo-
grafia con la «deconstruccién de teorias
y estructuras que parecfan intocables» y
que de esta forma se «ha ayudado a abrir
nuevas miradas hacia el mundo» (p. 252).

En este punto, el texto ofrecia una
muy buena oportunidad para que la
autora se refiriese a los nuevos femi-
nismos o al empuje de las geografias de
las sexualidades y a la relacién con la
geografia del género, lo que se echa de
menos. A pesar de que las investigacio-
nes sobre geograffas de las sexualidades
tienen una trayectoria de cuarenta afios,
los estudios que muestran cémo el sexo
y las sexualidades estdn creadas eny a
través del espacio, el lugar y el entor-
no, han proliferado a partir de la década
de 2000, tal y como se desprende en
el nimero monogrifico de Documents

6. Maria Dolors GARCIA RAMON, Mireia BAYLINA, Ana Marfa PORTO, Isabel SALAMANA y
Montserrat VILLARINO (2014-2015), «Mujeres rurales profesionales: Su evaluacién del
medio rural en Catalua y en Galicia», Saitabi: Revista de la Facultar de Geografia i Historia,

64-65, 289-299.
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d’Analisi Geografica en el que se inclu-
ye esta resefia. Solo hay que fijarse en
los temas clave de las geografias de las
sexualidades presentes en los manuales
mds recientes sobre el tema. Browne y
Brown (2016), por ejemplo, organizan
su Research Companion to Geographies of
Sex and Sexualities en base a tres binaris-
mos clave en geografia: piblico/privado
y su relacién con las politicas sexuales,
visibilidades y exclusiones; urbano/rural,
en relacién con la importancia de la
proximidad y del territorio en el esta-
blecimiento de identidades colectivas y
en el reclamo de poder politico, y Norze
global/Sur global, para explorar que las
geografias del sexo y de las sexualidades
no son universales y subrayar la impor-
tancia de crear conocimientos que vayan
mds alld de las hegemonfas angloame-
ricanas para diversificar los temas de
estudio y para cuestionar los postulados
desde donde se ha construido y proli-
ferado este conocimiento hasta ahora.
Todas estas cuestiones son claramente
geograficas y muy préximas a lo que se
ha expuesto en este libro hasta aqui.
Abel Albet y Janice Monk se ocupan
del capitulo conclusivo destacando la
significativa aportacién de la investiga-
cién de Maria Dolors Garcia Ramon a
la geografia social y cultural y recapitu-
lando por qué sus méritos encajan en la
innovacién y la disidencia. No son dos
tareas menores ni fdciles, puesto que
implican estar constantemente alerta
de las nuevas corrientes, saber ponerlas
en didlogo con lo establecido y asumi-
do para valorarlas criticamente y luego
canalizarlas en la propia investigacion. La
disidencia en el caso de Garcia Ramon
ha sido practicada desde el inicio y en
muy diversas situaciones, tantas que qui-
z4s las hayamos normalizado. Solamente
el liderazgo y la difusién de las nuevas
tendencias en una linea a contracorriente
con numerosas reacciones adversas, como
sefialan Albet y Monk, ya indican una
persistente accién rompedora que se ha

mantenido y que «ha abierto puertas a
sus colaboradores/as, a su departamen-
to y a la geografia catalana y espafiola»
(p- 258). El capitulo sintetiza la aporta-
cién académica de Garcia Ramon en base
al «Feminismo, geografia y perspectiva de
género» y a las «Propuestas temdticas y
metodoldgicas» para poner en prdctica
lo anterior. La autorfa aprovecha para
destacar algunas aportaciones interesan-
tes que no aparecen en la antologfa de
textos, como pueden ser los trabajos
de género en los espacios publicos
urbanos o las investigaciones de Garcia
Ramon sobre el proceso de coloniza-
cién espafiola en Marruecos (siglos XI1x
y XX), por ejemplo, desde la mirada de
escritoras catalanas como Aurora Bertra-
na. El «quehacer riguroso, transparente,
transformador y emancipador» de Garcia
Ramon (p. 258) le ha conducido al pres-
tigio académico que ostenta, «gracias a su
personalidad, su capacidad y el respeto
ganado en multiples batallas propias del
mundo universitario» (p. 276).

Este libro es de lectura obligada para
aquellas personas, sobre todo jévenes,
que quieran conocer la relacion entre la
geografia y el género y la historia vivida
desde su inicio en nuestro pafs. Es tam-
bién un andlisis critico y contextualizado
de la geografia espafiola y catalana, ade-
mds de una lectura, desde una cierta peri-
feria, de la produccién del conocimiento
en geograffa feminista a nivel internacio-
nal. La trayectoria académica de Maria
Dolors Garcia Ramon sorprenderd a
quienes la conocen bien.
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SILVA, Joseli M.; ORNAT, Mdrcio José y CHIMIN, Alides, B. Jr. (eds.) (2017)

Didlogos ibero-latino-americanos sobre geografias feministas e das sexualidades

Ponta Grossa: Todapalavra, 275 p.
ISBN 978-85-62450-48-8

El 25 de julio de 2017, con motivo del
Dia Internacional de la Mujer Negra Lati-
no-Americana y Caribefia, Angela Davis
pronuncié una breve y emotiva conferen-
cia en el abarrotado auditorio del rectora-
do de la Universidade Federal da Bahia,
en Salvador. Aquel evento, celebrado en
medio de una inusitada expectacién, atra-
jo la atencién de una parte importante de
la ciudad y dio cuenta del devenir impa-
rable y disruptivo de los nuevos feminis-
mos negros en Brasil. Unos movimientos
especialmente vivos y proliferantes en un
contexto de crisis de representacién que
parece haber alejado la politica transfor-
madora de los ejes partidario y laboral —y
de una légica estadocéntrica— en favor de
una politica de la experimentacién (Oli-
veira, 2016) que encuentra en las nece-
sidades y en los deseos de las formas de
vida precarias —y en algunas identidades
emergentes del Brasil postransferencia de
rentas en las que el artista Negro Leo cen-
tra su LP Action Lekking (Leo, 2017)—
la materia prima de las nuevas formas de
politizacién. Con todo, a aquella confe-
rencia le precedié un evento académico
celebrado unos difas antes en la ciudad de
Cachoeira, en la Universidade Federal do
Recdncavo da Bahia. Alejada del barullo
medidtico, la participacién de la céle-
bre militante feminista negra en el curso
internacional Decolonial Black Feminism
in The Americas dejé una cita memorable
que la periodista Alé Alves cazé con auda-
cia: «Cuando la mujer negra se mueve,
toda la estructura de la sociedad se mueve
con ella, porque todo se desestabiliza a
partir de la base de la pirdmide social en
la que se encuentran las mujeres negras, se
cambia la base del capitalismo» (E/ Pats,
28 de julio de 2017).

Creo que Didlogos ibero-latino-ame-
ricanos sobre geografias feministas e das

sexualidades (Silva, Ornat y Chimin
Junior) opera con una voluntad de sen-
tido andloga a la afirmacién de Davis en
Cachoeira y me parece que, por diversas
cuestiones que abordaré a continuacidn, a
esta obra se le podria atribuir la siguiente
pardfrasis: «Cuando las geograffas femi-
nistas se mueven, toda la geografia se
mueve con ellas».

El libro es un registro mds del tra-
bajo encomiable de la Red de Estudios
de Geografia, Género y Sexualidades
Ibero-Latino-Americana (véase <https://
reggsilacastellano.wordpress.com/>). Un
espacio entusiasta y transnacional instiga-
do por el Grupo de Estudios Territoria-
les de la Universidade Estadual de Ponta
Grossa (UEPG) que coordina la gedgrafa
feminista brasilefia Joseli Maria Silva. La
REGGSILA fue abrazada rdpidamente
por el Grup de Recerca de Geografia i
Genere de la Universitat Autbnoma de
Barcelona y, posteriormente, recibié la
adhesion de otros grupos de investigacién
mds o menos periféricos en la red global
de las geografias de género y de las sexua-
lidades, como el Grupo de Pesquisa em
Geografia, Mulher e Relagbes Sociais de
Género — GEPGENERO (Universidade
Federal de Rondénia — UNIR, Brasil);
el Centro de Estudos Geogrificos de
la Universidade de Lisboa; o el Centro
Interdisciplinar de Estudos Educacionais,
del Instituto Politécnico de Lisboa.

Didlogos ibero-latino-americanos sobre
geografias feministas e das sexualidades
redne una coleccidn de textos heterogé-
neos sin ningtn filamento conceptual
claro, pero con un compromiso feminista
comun que se propone, ni mds ni menos,
desbordar las fronteras epistemoldgicas
de la geograffa —una disciplina espe-
cialmente aquejada de algunos males de
la ciencia moderna como son el cardcter
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especializado, unidimensional y, en cierta
medida, ensimismado del conocimiento.

El breve prefacio firmado por Kath
Browne, profesora de Geografias de las
Sexualidades y los Géneros en la Uni-
versidad de Maynooth (Irlanda), abre las
puertas a un libro que, en palabras de la
propia Browne, supone un hito impor-
tante para las geografias feministas y de
las sexualidades por dos grandes moti-
vos. En primer lugar, por el ya sefialado
envite a la identidad epistemoldgica de
la geografia y, en segundo lugar, por el
desafio a «la dominacién de las hegemo-
nfas y epistemologias angloamericanas
en las geografias de las sexualidades y en
las identidades de género». Si bien, a mi
juicio, esta tltima afirmacién quizds sea
mds un deseo en construccién que una
certeza. El hecho de que el prefacio sea
asumido por la propia Browne (europea,
blanca y angléfona) sintomatiza bien
las paradojas, las tensiones y los dilemas
por los que debe cabalgar la Red. Por un
lado, un deseo decolonial y disidente, y,
por otro lado, una necesidad de reco-
nocimiento e inclusién en los espacios
hegemonicos de la economia politica del
conocimiento.

«Geografias feministas e pensamento
decolonial: A poténcia de um didlogo»,
el primero de los catorce capitulos que
integran el libro, articula una declaracién
epistémica y programdtica de la obra que,
como toda introduccién, es mucho mds
que una mera introduccién. Las auto-
ras y también editoras del libro (Joseli
Maria Silva, Mércio José Ornat y Alides
Baptista Chimin Junion) disponen el eje
de coordenadas de la obra, cuyo mapa
sensible vendria a sostenerse sobre los
siguientes pilares: compromiso feminis-
ta, empoderamiento periférico, disidencia
epistémica, decolonialidad y conocimien-
tos situados.

Tras observar la hegemonfa global del
pensamiento feminista angléfono y el
papel preponderante conseguido por las
epistemologfas feministas en la geografia
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mundial, las autoras sefialan la debilidad
de las posiciones feministas en la geogra-
fia brasilefia, aludiendo al silencio que las
cuestiones de género tienen en sus pro-
gramas de posgraduacién. A su juicio,
este vacfo serfa una consecuencia légica
del cardcter colonial y eurocéntrico de la
geografia brasilefia, en cuyos programas
e itinerarios curriculares se repetirfa una
periodizacién lineal del sentido histérico
—ecurocéntrico y masculinista— tipica-
mente moderna. Ahora bien, algunos de
los consensos de ese andamiaje epistémi-
co-institucional, dualizador y jerarquiza-
dor del mundo —Ila razén y las creencias,
hombre y mujer, lo viejo y lo nuevo, raza
blanca y las demds— empezarfan a debi-
litarse confrontados con la irrupcién en
las universidades publicas brasilefias de
los cuerpos y las subjetividades emergen-
tes de aquella parte sin parte (Ranciere,
2007) que, en el perfodo de expansién
de la democracia lulista, logré acceder a
una institucién antes reservada a unos
pocos. Esa irrupcién que, en efecto,
puede entenderse como un proceso de
subjetivacién que harfa —también—
de la universidad publica un espacio
comun donde —casi— cualquiera puede
ingresar estarfa interrumpiendo un orden
sensible viejo que operaba con clasifica-
ciones y definiciones jerdrquicas de la
realidad que encajaban a las personas
—pero también a las acciones, a los luga-
res y a las cosas— en un reparto injusto y
desigual de lo comin —con sus delimi-
taciones, presencias y ausencias predeter-
minadas—. El proceso de subjetivacién
apuntado trajo consigo nuevas demandas,
desaffos, deseos y, en definitiva, nuevos
disensos que tensionan y avanzan en la
redefinicién de lo posible y lo imposible,
lo visible y lo invisible —también en la
geograffa—. Serfa, pues, ese nuevo espa-
cio comun en el que cualquiera puede
contarse el que da lugar a nuevos modos
de ver y de enunciar, también a la pro-
liferacién de cuestiones de interés, sin
interés epistémico hasta entonces. En
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definitiva, sensibilidades investigadoras y
alternativas epistémicas mds acordes con
las diferencias y los relieves de un mundo
abierto, incierto y en disputa.

Citando a Pamela Moss, las autoras
advierten que: «jamds seremos libres
del peso de la responsabilidad de nues-
tras acciones respecto a “como conocer
el espacio geogréfico”, pues, lejos de ser
neutrales e imparciales, son fruto de nues-
tra visiéon del mundo». Ahora bien, mds
alld de una denuncia —mds moral que
epistémica— sobre el cardcter colonial y
eurocéntrico de la geografia, cabria inda-
gar mds sobre las pricticas, los intereses y
los compromisos de la geografia brasilefa
—o la portuguesa y la catalana— mien-
tras, a inicios de los afios noventa, otras
disciplinas presentes en la academia bra-
silefia ya se habfan apresurado a traducir
trabajos imprescindibles de autoras como
Teresa de Lauretis, Donna Haraway o
Spivak (Buarque de Hollanda, 1994).
Tal vez sea necesario analizar las trayec-
torias trazadas por la geografia como una
ciencia oficial orientada a satisfacer los
intereses del mercado y el Estado, y, en
consecuencia, estudiar cémo una pulsién
positivista ha privilegiado algunos objetos
y formas de conocimiento en detrimento
de otros.

Mds alld de la introduccidn, el volu-
men se compone de 13 capitulos. En
«Abordagens corporizadas: género,
sexualidades e tecnologias», las gedgrafas
portuguesas Maria Jodo Silva y Eduarda
Ferreira presentan algunas reflexiones y
algunos debates alrededor de proyectos
de investigacién situados en la inter-
seccién existente entre las teorfas de los
cuerpos y las geograffas de las emociones.
Sentindo a paisagem es una investigacién
sobre mapeamiento corporizado y cola-
borativo de las emociones de mujeres les-
bianas y bisexuales en el espacio publico.
Siguiendo Anténio Damdsio —y no a
otros lectores de Spinoza como Deleuze
0 Massumi—, el proyecto identifica las
reacciones psicofisioldgicas de algunas

de estas mujeres ante los impactos que
diferentes espacios urbanos ejercen en
sus experiencias, si bien también hubiese
sido interesante explorar los afectos que
pueden producirse con las agencias y la
potencia de los encuentros en la calle.

Otras de las investigaciones revisadas
por las autoras remiten a algunos pro-
yectos ensayados en escuelas portuguesas
que, en la busqueda de un aprendizaje
corporizado, proponen el uso de algunas
tecnologfas accesibles, como los senso-
res integrados en los dispositivos mévi-
les, para producir conocimiento, medir,
registrar, interpretar y relacionar algunos
fenémenos (sonidos, imdgenes, tempe-
ratura y humedad) importantes en los
espacios infantiles. Resignificados como
mediadores epistémicos, dichos sensores
son usados como extensiones de los sen-
tidos, de manera que el cuerpo se con-
vierte en un lugar de comprensién, expli-
cacién y agencia del entorno. El hecho
de que estas tecnologias estén aparente-
mente liberadas de la norma social que
determina qué es un cuerpo lleva a las
autoras a proponer aproximaciones cor-
porizadas para estudiar las cuestiones de
sexo, sexualidad y género en los espacios
escolares. Solo asi, afirman, a través de
la queerizacién de todos aquellos cuerpos
que no encajan en la norma social que
marca lo que deberfa ser un cuerpo, una
multiplicidad de diferencias y de formas
de existencia podrdn ser incluidas.

El siguiente capitulo, «Heteronorma-
tividad y poder adulto: Visibilizando res-
tricciones de acceso a la ciudad desde una
perspectiva interseccional», las gedgrafas
catalanas Maria Rodé y Mireia Baylina
introducen la perspectiva interseccional
para estudiar los constrefiimientos rela-
tivos a la construccién heteronormativa
del espacio publico. El trabajo, resultado
de una investigacién de doctorado que
vincula derecho a la ciudad, juventud y
diferencia sexual, compara las experien-
cias de jévenes lesbianas y gais con las
de jévenes heterosexuales en Manresa,
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una ciudad media catalana. A diferencia
del texto anterior, este capitulo se apoya
en un rico trabajo empirico que se hace
visible por medio de algunos testimonios
extraidos de las mds de 30 entrevistas rea-
lizadas. Creo que, més alld de los debates
tedricos que propone el trabajo —desde
la actualizacién de una reivindicacién
de segunda ola como es la preocupacién
por el espacio privado en el derecho a la
ciudad, hasta la capacidad analitica de
la interseccionalidad o los limites del
espacio ptiblico como garante de la auto-
nomfa—, la mayor virtud del texto radica
en la potencia de las negociaciones, los
juegos, los agenciamientos y las perfor-
mances de género que muchas chicas
practican para arregldrselas en las atmds-
feras de la heteronormatividad espacial.
En «As trans-formagdes dos corpos tra-
vestis e o espago escolar: uma leitura que
ndo cabe no masculino e feminino», Ana
Carolina Santos Barbosa se adentra en el
estudio del cuerpo travesti como desafio
al espacio de disciplinariedad escolar. El
capitulo es un registro de la investigacién
construida a lo largo del encuentro de la
autora con un grupo de travestis de Rio
de Janeiro —en su trabajo de fin de grado
y en su tesis de mdster—, en cuyos tes-
timonios el colegio emergfa una y otra
vez como un importante lugar de senti-
do ligado a experiencias de sufrimiento,
malestar, discriminacién y exclusién, pero
también de transgresion, resistencias y
luchas. A lo largo del texto, y apoydndose
en valiosas referencias tedricas que van de
Judith Butler a Doreen Massey, la autora
explora en primer lugar cémo el orden
heteronormativo —a través de aquello
que Paul B. Preciado llamarfa de «ficcio-
nes politicas vivas» (Preciado, 2016)—
deja fuera de juego a los cuerpos travestis,
victimas de dos sistemas de representacion
de género que las excluye. En segundo
lugar, la autora acompafia el proceso de
transformacidn e invencién de los cuerpos
travestis sefialando una brutal paradoja:
a medida que estos se aproximan a la
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conformidad simbdlico-identitaria y a la
ciudadania plena que desean, las mismas
prétesis bioculturales (hormonas, siliconas
y gestos) en que se apoyan para reinventar
sus nuevas posibilidades de existencia dan
lugar a un conjunto de marcas que los
aparatos de produccién social de género
consideran abyectas.

A continuacién, en «A produgio de
representagdes para o regramento das
(homo)sexualidades e as contradicoes
inerentes ao reconhecimento dos pro-
cessos de marginalizagio social», Benhur
Pinds da Costa realiza un denso y eru-
dito ejercicio de genealogfa foucaultiana
que estudia tanto la accién de algunas
précticas discursivas que reglamentan la
sexualidad como otras que problematizan
las construcciones rigidas de la identidad
homosexual. Mds all4 de una compleja
y oportuna discusién de las represen-
taciones sociales construidas sobre la
homosexualidad a lo largo de la historia,
este trabajo contiene importantes y vivas
reflexiones sobre cuestiones de extrema
relevancia, a saber: los limites de las poli-
ticas de la identidad, las paradojas y las
trampas de las actividades politicas de
reconocimiento y las producciones pos-
tidentitarias de la diferencia sexual.

Juliana Przybsz y Joseli Maria Silva,
integrantes del activo nodo de la Uni-
versidade Estadual de Ponta Grossa
encabezan el titulo de su trabajo con
una locucién interjectiva muy popular
en el portugués de Brasil cuya polise-
mia también describe con precision el
objeto del capitulo. Con «A “puta que
pariu”: A desconstrugio da dualida-
de entre sexualidades transgressoras e
maternagens na institui¢ao dos espagos
de prostitui¢ao feminina», ademds, dan
un paso mds en ese interesante proce-
so que parece estar convirtiendo Ponta
Grossa —Ila ciudad brasilefia del Estado
del Parand en la que viven y en la que
hace afios que investigan— en un labo-
ratorio para las geografias de género y
las sexualidades con un rol similar al del
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barrio de Kilburn (Londres) en la obra
de Doreen Massey.

Acompafiando 12 mujeres madres,
prostitutas y pobres, cuyas vidas y espa-
cialidades encarnan positivamente la fala-
cia del juego binario que opondria prosti-
tucién y maternidad o espacio publico y
privado, las autoras defienden —a través
de un enfoque interseccional— la inter-
dependencia, la simultaneidad y la rela-
cionalidad existente en el trabajo sexual
y la maternidad. Una interdependencia,
todo sea dicho, apoyada en complejas
précticas de cuidado, amor y desmesura.

Volviendo a Catalufia, un pais roto
por la crisis econdmica y las politicas
de austeridad, pero también dotado de
un poderoso tejido popular y asociati-
vo, Anna Ortiz y Maria Rod§ presentan
«Etapa vital, clase social y estrategias de
mujeres jévenes universitarias frente a
la crisis en Catalufia», una investiga-
cién sobre las tdcticas y las estrategias
con que 21 mujeres jévenes —estudian-
tes de grado de la Universitat Autdbnoma
de Barcelona— hacen frente a las con-
tingencias de la crisis en sus hogares, en
la Universidad y en otros espacios de su
vida cotidiana. La investigacién, inscrita
epistemoldgicamente en las geografias
de las emociones, se adentra en la esfera
afectiva como el lugar en el que la pre-
cariedad se vive y se negocia a través de
todo tipo de agencias.

Tal vez sea el capitulo de Lorena Fran-
cisco de Souza y Alex Ratts el mejor sin-
toma del proceso de subjetivacién sefia-
lado mds arriba. Tras haber desbordado
los espacios y los limites del histérico
Movimento Negro Unificado, el impul-
so emancipador de los nuevos movimien-
tos negros brasilefios aparece claramente
encuadrado en los feminismos emergen-
tes —abiertamente interseccionales y
performativos— que, ademds de exigir
derechos, espacio/s y saberes, proponen
un nuevo modelo de sociedad. En una
universidad atin mayoritariamente blanca
y moderna —entendida la modernidad

como el proyecto histérico y colonial de
las clases dominantes europeas—, «Escri-
tas e inscri¢oes de gedgrafas negras» dia-
loga con el giro decolonial y se aproxi-
ma a cuestiones clave como la denuncia
de la colonialidad del saber y la busca de
otras ilustraciones y mundos posibles, por
medio del trabajo de gedgrafas feministas
negras.

Otra vez en Portugal, Margarida
Queirds, Jalia Guerreiro y Jodo Paiva,
trazan una rdpida revisién de la «Territo-
rializagdo das politicas puiblicas de igual-
dade de género em Portugal». Desde una
perspectiva de raigambre positivista que
busca evaluar la conformidad técnica
y legal de las politicas publicas para la
promocidn territorial de la igualdad de
género, el trabajo evalda el despliegue
de dichas politicas en un territorio redu-
cido a una representacién tecnocritica
cuyos actores principales serfan el Estado,
las instituciones y los expertos.

En «Violencia de género, circuitos
espaciales y micromachismos», y a par-
tir de algunos trabajos existentes sobre
los circuitos espaciales de la violencia
doméstica realizados en Argentina, Diana
Lan plantea una reflexién tedrica sobre
una cuestién radicalmente contempord-
nea: los micromachismos, esas précticas
cotidianas, constantes, grotescas y bru-
tales que anidan en el sentido comiin
dominante y que se aprovechan de acon-
tecer en el limite de la evidencia.

A su vez, «Violencia politica: Una
exploracién desde la geografia feminista»,
el capitulo escrito por Marfa Verdnica
Ibarra Garcfa, propone una aproximacién
general a la multiplicidad de violencias
que sufren las mujeres en México por el
solo hecho de participar en la esfera de la
politica. Entre las diferentes reflexiones
que trae este capitulo, y mds alld del lla-
mamiento al estudio del poder judicial
como actor protagdnico en el entramado
de la violencia de género, merece la pena
destacar otra cuestién: la violencia que se
ejerce contra las mujeres que participan
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de la politica que se organiza y sucede
mis alld de la representacién. Sin duda,
una realidad que exige un compromiso
urgente, también de la geografia.

De nuevo desde Brasil, Susana Maria
Veleda da Silva y Ana Cristina Fabres
intervienen en este libro con un capi-
tulo trepidante que retine prostitucion,
acoso sexual, machismos, proletarizacién
industrial, etc. «O trabalho feminino na
inddstria naval em Rio Grande (RS):
A reprodugio do machismo» discute la
reproduccién del machismo por parte
de mujeres en espacios de trabajo de
la industria naval en Rio Grande/RS.
La investigacién, apoyada en el andlisis
del discurso de diez entrevistas realiza-
das a trabajadoras del sector, identifica
diferentes paradojas de género que las
autoras categorizan como machismo de
mujeres.

Una de las grandes cuestiones brasile-
flas contempordneas es, paradéjicamen—
te, una cuestién originaria. Las comu-
nidades indigenas brasilenas, sometidas
a un genocidio secular, también par-
ticipan del proceso de subjetivacién
sefialado en este texto y en cuyo seno
han proliferado todo tipo de cuestiones
minoritarias. En medio de las angustias
del antropoceno, amenazados y ame-
nazadas por Gaia, las perspectivas, los
mundos, las cosmologfas, los imagina-
rios politicos y las formas de conoci-
miento de los pueblos originarios han
reaparecido en los repertorios emancipa-
torios del Brasil contempordneo, tanto
que hasta una lider indigena como Sénia
Guajajara es candidata a vicepresidenta
de la Republica, y otros lideres, como
Davi Kopenawa y Ailton Krenak, son
respetados pensadores. «Ancestralidade
feminina e poder: Experiéncias de mul-
heres da Amaz6nia», el pendltimo capi-
tulo de este libro, escrito por Maria das
Gragas Silva Nascimento Silva, Adria
Fabiola Pinheiro de Sousa, Elenice
Duran Silva, Suzanna Dourado da Silva
y Taind Trindade Pinheiro —gedgrafas
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del nodo que la Red tiene en el Estado
brasilefio de Rondénia— estd claramen-
te alineado con este devenir.

El capitulo, construido a partir de la
experiencia de la II Expedi¢ao Amazo6ni-
ca, un viaje de veinte dfas a través de la
Transamazdnica, da cuenta de la preca-
riedad y la pobreza que viven las mujeres
del interior del Amazonas, pero también
de las trayectorias de empoderamiento
que protagonizan algunas de esas mujeres
ligadas a précticas ancestrales —espiritua-
les, artesanales, de cuidados de la salud,
etc.—. Asi, una quebradeira de coco, una
artesana, una mde de santo y una joven
india con estudios universitarios y acti-
vismo feminista componen un cuadro
poblado por espacios, saberes, pricticas y
formas de vida ausentes en la universidad
moderno-colonial.

Para terminar, el libro reproduce la
traduccién al portugués del discurso pro-
nunciado por la profesora Maria Dolors
Garcia Ramon en el acto de entrega del
Premio Internacional Geocritica, 2011.
«Jornada através da geografia critica: Da
geografia agrdria 4 geografia de género» es
una conferencia valiosa en la que Garcia
Ramon desgrana una trayectoria acadé-
mica ejemplar que resulta imprescindi-
ble para entender muchas de las idas y
venidas de la geografia critica —catalana,
espafiola y global— de las dltimas déca-
das, asf como también para entender la
existencia de esta red y de este libro.

Me gustarfa concluir afiadiendo una
tltima cuestidn, tal vez una provocacién.
Del mismo modo que la geografia necesi-
t6 desprenderse del corsé positivista que
nos mantuvo durante demasiado tiempo
en el idilio de la ciencia oficial, tengo la
impresién de que las geografias criticas
y radicales necesitan un nuevo gesto:
aproximarse al reto de los saberes abier-
tos que ya practican otras disciplinas y,
quien sabe, explorar una nueva forma de
interseccionalidad: la interfaz en la que
pueden encontrarse las ciencias sociales,
las ciencias humanas y las artes.
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JOHNSTON, Lynda (2019)

Transforming gender, sex and place: Gender variant geographies

Oxon i Nova York: Routledge, 191 p.
ISBN 9781472454799

Qui pot saber quin genere tens tu? Quin
génere tinc jo, la veina o el vef? Només
nosaltres, cadascu. Jo sé quin genere
tin, el sé, I'experimento, és una vivencia
meva. El génere és una llibertat indivi-
dual, és una dimensié més de la perso-
nalitat humana. El genere, ara i aqui, és
una riquesa que esta segrestada. Lestat,
que satorga el poder de validar-nos com
a dona o com a home, és qui ordena els
nostres cossos. Ens est dient qui pot ser
home i qui pot ser dona.

Aquest és un fragment de entrevista
que la periodista Laura Rosel fa a ac-
tivista catalana trans Judith Juanhuix al
diari Ara el 10 de marg de 2019 i que
ens serveix com a reflexié per iniciar la
ressenya de 'obra que presentem.

Transgender, transsexual, transvesti-
te, cross-dresser, trans women, trans
feminine, trans man, trans masculine,
genderqueer, non-binary, gender fluid,
agender, pangender, non-gender,
bi-gender, demi-gender, gender diver-
se, third gender, drag king and drag
queen, to name just a few. (p. 7-8).

Tots aquests termes designen nombro-
ses i diverses identitats de genere que la
gedgrafa Lynda Johnston visibilitza en el
llibre per tal d’entendre la complexitat de
les persones, les seves identitats, subjec-
tivitats, sentits corporals i sentiments de
sentir-se dins i fora dels llocs. En el marc
de les geografies feministes i dels estudis
transgenere i queer, 'autora es proposa
desafiar els binarismes de genere, deses-
tabilitzar la heteronormativitat i mostrar
la transfobia —discriminacid, opressié i
marginacié— que viuen les persones amb
aquestes identitats en determinats espais i
llocs quotidians.
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der, Place and Culture i ha escrit nombro-
sos textos on reflexiona sobre el cos, les
identitats de genere i el lloc. Des del seu
bagatge i reconeixent el cam{ recorregut
per publicacions anteriors com ara Map-
ping Desire (1995, de David Bell i Gill
Valentine com a editors), Geographies
of Sexualities (2007, de Kath Browne,
Jason Lim i Gavin Brown com a editors)
i Space, Place and Sex (2010, de Robyn
Longhurst i ella mateixa), 'autora ens
presenta un llibre necessari i imprescin-
dible per entendre de quina manera els
cossos (generitzats, sexualitzats i racialit-
zats), el genere i Uespai es constitueixen
mutuament. La posicionalitat i la refle-
xivitat de I'autora es veu present en tot
el llibre, fet que li permet parlar a partir
d’experiencies de discriminacié viscudes
per ella mateixa, prioritzar interaccions
no jerarquiques a I’hora de fer entrevistes
i utilitzar metodes participatius.

L’obra s’estructura en nou capitols. En
el primer s’hi presenten les identitats de
genere com a fluides, canviants i comple-
xes, 1 $’hi assenyala que el terme escollit al
llarg del llibre per anomenar la gran vari-
etat de persones que amb la seva identitat
o expressié de genere transgredeixen les
normes binaries de génere és la de zrans-
genere, variant de genere 1 intersexe.

En el capitol segon s’hi exploren les
geografies corporals de les subjectivitats
de les variants de genere i sexe, i s’hi recu-
llen memories d’infantesa de persones
trans com una bona manera d’entendre
les seves identitats actuals. Els cossos sén
el primer esglad a partir del qual con-
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nectem i experimentem amb uns altres
cossos als llocs. La manera com mirem,
sentim i actuem depen de la forma, del
pes, de 'aparenca, de la forma de vestir,
de la salut, de 'edat, de I’etnicitat, de
la sexualitat i del genere del nostre cos.
Aquestes diferéncies corporals poden
constituir la base de la discriminacié i el
prejudici, particularment quan el genere
d’una persona no correspon al sexe assig-
nat en néixer.

Del cos es passa a 'entorn domeéstic.
El capitol segiient se centra en el lloc
més privat, la llar, un espai perfecte per
construir-se i reconstruir-se un mateix.
Es sovint el primer espai on s’expressa
la diferéncia de genere i on es comenga
a viure la propia identitat. La llar, de la
mateixa manera que tots els ambits, és
quelcom material i fisic, i alhora ima-
ginatiu i emocional; un lloc de lluita i
de conflicte, perd també de negociacié
intergeneracional, de poder i d’identitat.
Es dona per fet que la llar és un espai
heteronormatiu i cisgénere, i s’oblida
que també pot ser transgenere o inter-
sex. Les persones transgenere, variant de
genere i d’intersex, sén conscients que els
domicilis no sén inherentment privats i
que han deixat de ser entorns idealitzats
o alliberats de pors i d’ansietats, per esde-
venir llocs on la privacitat i la seguretat
s6n negociades continuament.

El capftol quart se centra en un ambit
molt poc estudiat en geografia: els
lavabos. Els lavabos publics sén espais
segregats perque les diferéncies sexuals
entre homes i dones aix{ ho justifiquen;
i els lavabos privats, els de casa, també
estan generitzats, ja que també consti-
tueixen ambits performatius de genere,
on el cos sempre est sota supervisié i
vigilancia. Perd per a les persones que
no s’identifiquen completament amb
el fet de ser home o de ser dona se’ls pot
fer dificil anar al lavabo. A la universitat
on treballa Pautora hi ha un grup d’ac-
tivistes, format per professorat i estudi-
ants, que lluiten per eliminar els lavabos

que, segons el seu parer, estan generitzats
innecessariament, i lluiten perque passin
a ser «neutres de genere» o «de tots els
generes», amb I'objectiu de validar les
diverses identitats de génere.

Al llarg del llibre, l'activisme de I'au-
tora contra les injusticies de génere, les
desigualtats i la discriminacié es mani-
festa en exemples i en el tipus de recer-
ca que presenta. El fet que les persones
trans experimentin transfobia diariament
1 que per aquest motiu puguin patir més
pobresa, més discriminacié a 'escola o a
la feina, siguin més victimes de la mala
salut o de la indigencia o tinguin un risc
més elevat de ser empresonades, entre
d’altres circumstancies, sén alguns dels
motius que fan necessaris espais d’acti-
visme trans com a eina imprescindible de
canvi social. En aquesta linia, els ambits
laborals mostren com hi opera el poder,
quin és el privilegi de les persones cisge-
nere i quines possibilitats hi ha a 'ho-
ra de desafiar les ocupacions cisgénere.
S’observa com les persones transgenere
estableixen una relacié complexa amb els
llocs de treball —per la mida dels seus
cossos, les seves formes i la seva materia-
litat—, ja que sovint els seus companys i
companyes de feina les situen en la rigi-
desa del genere binari. Dins I'entorn pro-
fessional, aquesta gent té dues opcions:
conformar-se amb el binari generitza, i
d’aquesta manera evitar el risc de perdre
el lloc de treball i de mantenir una relacié
amistosa amb els seus companys i compa-
nyes, o decidir viure obertament la seva
identitat i, consegiientment, patir molt
sovint discriminacid i marginacid.

I de la feina als espais de lleure. El
capitol segiient ens apropa als espais
nocturns i de lleure LGBTIQ, conside-
rats com a llocs utdpics i inclusius on les
persones expressen lliurement les seves
identitats, perd també com a llocs que
poden arribar a excloure les persones
queer no desitjables. Aquest capitol se
centra, concretament, en I'experiencia de
drag-queens que treballen en clubs noc-
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turns i s’hi analitza com senten el génere,
com el celebren, el parodien i el subver-
teixen. També s’hi observa com les seves
actuacions (amb comedia, drama, musi-
ca i humor) tenen un fort component
emocional i politic. Les geografies de les
drag-queens mostren que el fet de tocar
i de tocar-se (cos a cos, cos i lloc) té un
paper important en la construccié de les
subjectivitats generitzades i sexualitza-
des. Els llocs nocturns sén llocs, doncs,
on els cossos toquen uns altres cos-
sos, on es crea desig sobre el sexe genere i
on es ressalta la fragilitat de les fronte-
res corporals de la masculinitat i de la
feminitat, aixi com de ’heterosexualitat
i P’homosexualitat.

En el capitol segiient s’hi analitza la
manera com els cossos amb variant de
genere sén documentats, legalitzats i,
sovint, (no) comptabilitzats com a ciu-
tadans. Els documents legals son neces-
saris didriament per un gran nombre de
situacions: matricular-se en una institucié
académica, anar al metge, aconseguir una
feina o obrir un compte bancari, entre
moltes d’altres. Perd 'estatus legal no
només esta intimament connectat amb
les experiéncies diaries, siné també
amb els sentiments de pertinenca (o no)
al lloc. Les nacions sempre assumeixen
que els seus ciutadans sén homes o dones
cisgenere heterosexuals que estan confor-
mes de manera «natural» i «<normal» amb
el genere i amb el sexe assignat en néixer.
Perd, lluny d’aquesta assumpcid, els acti-
vistes d’arreu del mén reclamen el dret
que les persones amb variant de génere
puguin autodeterminar-se i aconseguir,
aixi, més benestar fisic, social i mental;
i lluiten per unes lleis més progressives
gracies a les quals el procés per canviar
de sexe o de genere sigui simple, rapid,
gratuit, transparent i completament con-
fidencial. Els casos del no reconeixement
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d’homes i de dones trans de Samoa, un
arxipelag del Pacific, d’'una banda, i la llei
d’identitat de génere a ’Argentina, el pri-
mer pafs del mén que va legalitzar el dret
a 'autodeterminacié d’un genere, d’una
altra, ajuden a exemplificar la situacié
d’aquesta qiiestié al mén.

Finalment, el darrer capitol, el de les
conclusions, recull les idees principals
del llibre, que sén basicament dues: que
les persones transgenere no sén un grup
fix o homogeni, siné que hi ha moltes
expressions de genere i d’identitats, i que
aquestes persones pateixen practiques
discriminatories espacials. L’obra que
acabem de presentar aconsegueix trans-
metre perfectament aquestes dues idees
i obre les portes a pensar en noves linies
de recerca més provocatives, politiques i
activistes.
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RODO-DE-ZARATE, Maria; JORBA GRAU, Marta; FORADADA VILLAR, Mireia i
BATLLE MANONELLES, Ares (eds.) (2017)
Terra de ningii: Perspectives feministes sobre la independéncia

Barcelona: Pol-len Edicions, 437 p.
ISBN 978-84-16828-22-7

Els feminismes i el procés catala han
esdevingut terrenys ben fertils en el mén
editorial catala i espanyol. Les dues ona-
des rarament es creuen, perd Terra de
ningii: Perspectives feministes sobre la inde-
pendeéncia n’és una valuosissima excepcid.
L’antologia d’articles és una reflexié per a
tots els publics, rigorosa i matisada, sobre
el rol dels feminismes en la configuracié
del procés d’emancipacié nacional cata-
la. A nivell académic, esdevé un exhaus-
tiu testimoni de I'aplicacié a un context
local de les teories feministes i queer més
a l'alca. En clau geografica, destil-la una
aproximacié al conflicte territorial en
clau feminista i LGTBI.

El proleg de Nira Yuval-Davis resu-
meix els tres eixos metodologics de I'obra.
El primer és la interseccionalitat situada,
que permet aprofundir en les relacions
politiques establertes entre territoris con-
figurats mitjancant geografies imaginades
o dins d’un territori mateix. Les pagines
del llibre exploren les conseqiiéncies del
domini colonial d’Espanya sobre Catalu-
nya; de la centralitat epistemologica del
Principat als Paisos Catalans; de Iexis-
tencia de desigualtats de classe, ¢tnia,
orientacié sexual i identitat de genere
en la societat catalana, i de la relacié de
Catalunya amb altres nacions sense estat.

El segon és la politica transversal, pal-
pada en la varietat de veus de 'antologia,
que n’inclou de contraries o d’indiferents
a la independencia del Principat. Final-
ment, la politica de pertinenca és present
en la primera persona que impregna
molts escrits.

El proleg és succeit per quatre secci-
ons. La primera, «Reconstruint genealo-
gies propies i compartides amb Euskal
Herria i Kurdistan», mostra un inde-

pendentisme catald feminista vinculat a
la idea de classe obrera i en alianga amb
feminismes de nacions subalternes com
ara Euskadi —situacié explorada per
Nerea Eizagirre— i el Kurdistan —ana-
litzada per Meral Cigek.

Els altres articles recuperen la memoria
del catalanisme feminista obrer mitjan-
cant la reedicié de textos com ara «Dona
i nacié: Feminisme i nacionalisme»,
poneéncia a les II Jornades Catalanes de
la Dona, o «Aquf no els diem pas fasti-
gosos», de Montserrat Roig. Interessant
és també la relectura en clau feminista
interseccional de 'obra de Maria-Merce
Margal per part de Maria Rodé de Zdra-
te; les reflexions de militancia de Merce
i Montserrat Otero Vidal, o el balang
d’Aida Cortes sobre I'activitat del grup
I'Esguard.

El segon bloc, «Nacié: Obrint esclet-
xes des dels feminismes», aprofundeix en
la manera com la concepcié de la nacié
ha apuntalat les jerarquies fruit del bina-
risme de genere. Helena Miguélez-Carba-
lleira estudia com la masculinitat catalana
es va configurar en reaccié amb 'imagi-
nari viril impulsat a Espanya després de la
perdua de 'imperi, mentre que la relacié
colonial entre Estat i Principat és analit-
zada per Sara Cuentas.

Tant l'article d’Ozgur Giines Ozturk
i Mariona Lladonosa com el de Nora
Miralles reflexionen sobre les tensions
generades en pensar la identitat nacional
des del feminisme i, sobretot, qué supo-
sa per a les dones cisheterosexuals i les
persones LGTBI participar en projectes
nacionals basats en la regulacié i la dis-
ciplina dels seus cossos. En aquesta linia,
Teresa Forcades planteja una forma de
nacionalisme com a sentiment comuni-
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tari fonamentat en la pertinenga, a favor
d’una comprensié de la persona que
concebi la llibertat humana de manera
solidaria. L’articulacié territorial de la
filosofia de Forcades es pot relacionar
amb el municipalisme confederal tragat a
larticle de Nuria Comerma, on proposa
una republica catalana vertebrada en
«comunitats politiques lliures que fra-
ternalment s’associen i cooperen les unes
amb les altres» (p. 124). L’entrevista de
Marta Jorba a Fina Birulés, una visié
reposada, curulla de referéncies filosofi-
ques, del nacionalisme i el feminisme, és
la cirereta del bloc.

La tercera part, «Cossos, identitats i
cultures en la interseccié», segueix la tra-
dicié dels estudis queer que aprofita la
problematitzacié de la identitat de génere
per qiiestionar la resta de categories nor-
matives que configuren I'ideal de ciutada:
nacionals, de classe, lingiifstiques o racials
(Bhanji, 2012; Puar, 2006). A «La Cata-
lunya trans», Paul B. Preciado contraposa
aquesta metodologia amb una visié més
classica dels processos d’emancipacié
nacional, basada en la perpetuacié de les
jerarquies de poder en el nou estat. Els
textos d’aquesta seccié sén una mostra de
la tensié entre els dos models.

Bel Olid posa en practica la seva idea
d’identitat com a procés i acumulacié d’in-
terseccions emprant com a exemple els
origens forans de simbols de la catalanitat,
com el pa amb tomaquet o la barretina.
Lapropiacié de la tradici6 en clau feminis-
ta i queer també és present al text humo-
ristic de Natza Farré o al de Rosa Ferrer i
Emylse Mas, que reivindiquen el potencial
subversiu del ball del bot a Mallorca.

Mitjangant la critica sobre el fet que
la Llei d’estrangeria denega el dret a
vot a moltes catalanes racialitzades 1’1
d’octubre, Fatima Aatar reivindica una
ruptura de la Republica catalana amb el
regim de 1492. En la linia d’explorar les
divisions etniques i de classe mantingudes
pel nacionalisme catala, Nuria Sadurni
analitza les politiques homonacionalistes
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a Catalunya, una tensié entre activisme
i institucions tractada també a I'entre-
vista de Maria Rodé de Zdrate a Miquel
Missé. La inclusié d’una acta d’una tro-
bada sobre andalusofobia organitzada
pel col-lectiu Gatamaula dona testimoni
de la presencia d’estereotips de genere, de
classe i d’alfabetitzacié vinculats a les
catalanes d’ascendéncia andalusa. En una
esmena a la totalitat, Laura Macaya-An-
drés rebutja Pestrategia identitaria com
a necessaria per a 'emanacié individual.

Els textos, respectivament, de Barbara
Ramajo, Marta Estella i Marc Garriga
aprofundeixen en les dificultats de la llen-
gua catalana per fer-se un lloc als ambi-
ents LGTBI. Els problemes no sorgeixen
unicament per culpa de la globalitzacid,
siné també per un efecte col-lateral de
la violencia epistémica espanyolista. La
institucionalitzacié exercida pels poders
publics per evitar la minoritzacié del
catala ha difés la idea que la catalana és
una llengua associada al poder, alhora
que la rigida normalitzacié dificulta el
naixement d’argots LGTBI. En un afany
reparador, l'antologia conté una llista
d’expressions del que seria un argot bord
(queer) en catald, aixi com un article de
Julia Serrasolsas on repassa la seva trajec-
toria fent musica amb contingut feminis-
ta i anticapitalista en catala.

El quart bloc, «Politica, poder i eco-
nomia: Esmenes feministes a la totalitat»,
agrupa reflexions al voltant de les poli-
tiques publiques d’una futura republica
catalana.

L’article d’Encarna Bodelén, «Femi-
nisme i processos constituents», recull
els eixos principals d’aquesta qiiestid,
que aniran desgranant les diverses auto-
res. L'un és la politica feminista i la repre-
sentacid paritaria, estudiada amb detall
a la pega de Tania Verge. El dret a una
vida lliure de violéncies masclistes es trac-
ta al capitol de Carla Vall, que proposa
un pacte social que transcendeixi el marc
juridic; al de Patsili Toledo i Ares Batlle,
que fan un cop d’ull a la seguretat amb
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perspectiva feminista, i al de Montserrat
Cervera, que dissecciona el vincle entre
feminisme i antimilitarisme.

La centralitat del treball de cures és
estudiada als textos de Marina Sdnchez,
Marina Sagastizabal i Betlem C. Bel, on
les cures i la bona gestié del temps aparei-
xen com a pilar de la politica econdmica
i com a practica individual quotidiana.

Lescrit de Jule Goikoetxea reivindica
IEstat com a agent de transformacié soci-
al, i el d’Anna Gabriel situa una futura
repuiblica catalana com a contrapoder als
blocs hegemonics a nivell internacional.
Maria Rovira i Laia Estrada aprofundei-
xen en les condicions que ha de tenir un
municipalisme feminista, mentre que
Ainhoa Etxaide reivindica la trajectoria
politica del sindicalisme feminista. Estela
Rodriguez ofereix una lectura molt inte-
ressant de la militancia feminista i naci-
onalista de la Catalunya Nord; i Maria
Josep Martinez i Imma Milan fan el
mateix en el cas del Pafs Valencia.

També hi ha espai per a la reflexié
anticolonial. La trobarem als textos de
Daniela Ortiz, critica amb la Llei d’aco-
llida catalana i el Pacte Nacional per a
la Immigracié; Amaia Pérez-Orozco,
entrevistada per Mireia Foradada, que
parla sobre la degradacié mediambien-
tal, I'espoli del Sud global i la divisié
sexual del treball que fonamenten I'estat
del benestar europeu, i Sabrina Sdnchez,
que pensa el procés independentista de la
seva condicié de treballadora sexual trans
llatinoamericana estant.

El llibre es clou amb un cinque apartat
que recull diversos manifestos de col-lec-
tius de dones en protesta per la repressié
exercida per I'Estat espanyol abans i des-
prés de la celebracid del referendum de
I'1 d’octubre de 2017.

Aixi doncs, Terra de ningi és una
completa antologia de veus procedents
de 'academia, I’activisme i la militancia
politica i sindical que ofereix una visié
del feminisme plenament interseccional,
malgrat que s’hi troben a faltar més relats

en clau de diversitat funcional. La comple-
mentarietat entre els textos més académics
i els que neixen de l'accié militant, com
també la dissolucié que es produeix en els
dos ambits a molts d’ells, fa que el llibre
esdevingui un gran exemple sobre com la
teoria feminista és una practica emancipa-
dora per a aquelles dones que la viuen, en
la linia de la feina de bell hooks (1994) o
Sara Ahmed (2018). Tanmateix, la varie-
tat dels textos, si bé aporta diversitat esti-
listica, provoca que n’hi hagi alguns amb
menys qualitat que uns altres.

L’antologia, a més, s’inscriu en
les converses actuals sobre la necessi-
tat d’articular unions entre activismes
d’arreu del mén que evitin reproduir les
jerarquies de poderque han sostingut
les societats neoliberals, cisheteronorma-
tives i neocolonialistes que ara pretenen
ser refixades mitjancant el ressorgiment
de I'extrema dreta.

Referéncies bibliografiques

AHMED, Sara (2018). Vivir una vida
feminista. Barcelona: Edicions Bella-
terra.

BHANJI, Nael (2012). «TRANS/SCRIP-
TIONS: Homing Desires, (Trans)
sexual Citizenship and Racialized
Bodies». A: COTTEN, Trystan (ed.).
Transgender Migrations: The Bodies,
Borders, and Politics of Transition.
Nova York: Routledge, 157-175.

HOOKS, bell (1994). Teaching to Trans-
gress: Education as the Practice of Free-
dom. Nova York: Routledge.

PUAR, Jasbir (2006). «Mapping US
Homonormativities». Gender, Place

¢ Culture, 13 (1), 67-88.

Marta Roqueta-Fernandez

Grup de Teoria Critica Bilbao-Barcelona
642790@alumni.soas.ac.uk
hteps://doi.org/10.5565/rev/dag.610

Documents d’Analisi Geografica 2019, vol. 65/3 649


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Ressenyes

BROWNE, Kath i FERREIRA, Eduarda (2015)
Lesbian Geographies: Gender, Place and Power

Londres: Routledge, 286 p.
ISBN 978-1472443950

La idea que l'opressié viscuda per cada
persona no podia ser només explicada a
partir del génere es va comengar a esten-
dre a partir de la déecada de 1970. En el
cas catala tenim la poetessa Maria Merce
Margal, que ja expressava una triple
opressié («dona, de classe baixa i nacié
oprimida»). A finals de la década de 1980
es va iniciar el concepte d’interseccionali-
tat introduit per Kimberlé Crenshaw en
descriure les connexions existents entre
raca i geénere en les dones negres. Aixi,
I'obra aqui presentada és una recopila-
cié de tretze capitols —tots amb el fil
conductor de les geografies lesbiques—
on es destaquen les contribucions més
importants en el camp de la geografia i el
genere, incidint de manera transversal en
les multiples relacions existents entre les
estructures de poder.

Les relacions de poder segueixen igno-
rant la vida quotidiana de moltes perso-
nes, perd la geografia de la sexualitat té
un paper clau en la seva visibilitzacid.
Lesbian Geographies és un llibre provo-
cador, no només per la complexitat i la
diversitat de la realitat de les lesbianes,
siné també per la contribucié a la geogra-
fia, ja que, a més d’enriquir els horitzons
intel-lectuals, ofereix també una perspec-
tiva diferent en la manera d’investigar i
de construir saber.

Les geografies lesbiques tracten sobre
on i sobre quina manera les persones que
s'identifiquen com a tals viuen, treballen
i es diverteixen, com se senten aquestes
persones en determinats indrets i també
com negocien en els llocs on no sén
benvingudes. Lesbian Geographies és un
llibre editat per Kath Browne i Eduarda
Ferreira, que, a través de diferents capi-
tols, ofereixen una critica important a les
interseccions del patriarcat, dels sexismes,
de '’homofobia i dels heterosexismes.
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Kath Browne és professora de Geogra-
fia Humana a la Universitat de Brighton.
La seva linia de recerca gira al voltant del
genere, la sexualitat i espacialitat, i ha
treballat sobre igualtat LGTBI, geogra-
fies lesbiques, transgressions de genere i
espais de dones. A més, és investigado-
ra principal del projecte Making Lives
Liveable: Rethinking Social Exclusion.
Ha escrit més de cent publicacions, de
les quals destaco Ordinary in Brigthon?:
LGBT, Activisms and the City, juntament
amb Leela Bakshi (2013), Queer Spiritu-
al Spaces (2010) i Geographies of Sex and
Sexualities (2016).

Eduarda Ferreira és investigadora al
CICS.NOVA (Centre Interdisciplina-
ri de Ciéncies Socials. Universitat Nova
de Lisboa). Ha investigat i publicat sobre
genere, sexualitat, lesbianes, politiques
d’igualtat i participacié geoespacial. Ha
participat en diverses conferéncies, com
ara: «European Geographies of Sexualiti-
es Conference» (Brussel-les, 2011; Lisboa,
2013) i «Geographies of Inclusion: Cha-
llenges and opportunities» (Lisboa, 2010).
També és membre fundadora editorial de
Les Online — Digital Journal on Lesbian
Issues (2008-onward), amb una implica-
cié activa en drets del moviment LGTBI.

Lesbian Geographies vol respondre la
pregunta «on sén les lesbianes?», i ho
vol fer contemplant situacions que van
des de les tasques domestiques fins a la
musica, passant pel ball i 'organitzacié
de festivals. D’aquesta manera, el llibre
esdevé clau per entendre la falta d’am-
bits de socialitzacié de les lesbianes a tra-
vés d’'una complexa analisi d’espais i de
llocs; diferéncies econdmiques i socials,
i relacions de poder, entre altres temes
rellevants.

Aquesta obra posa de manifest que,
contrariament al que es pensa, encara
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queda molt de cam{ per recérrer i moltes
coses per dir en les geografies del gene-
re i la sexualitat. No només els diferents
capitols que conformen el llibre el fan
ric 1 interessant a través dels nous enfo-
caments, sind que també es plantegen
qiiestions innovadores per a la geografia,
com ara la definicié dels conceptes /loc
segur, confort i seguretat, la pertinéncia
d’analitzar les practiques quotidianes per
entendre el rol de Pespai en les relacions
socials, la construccié de I’ homonaciona-
lisme, Uanalisi de la miisica per entendre
les relacions socioespacials i I'articulacid
entre inclusid i diversitat dels moviments
socials. Aix{, mentre els temes i les qiies-
tions que s’hi aborden a través dels dife-
rents capitols sén molt variats, la manera
com la geografia és entesa, la postura que
adopten les autores i la conceptualitzacié
que es fa dels temes confirmen un para-
digma coherent de la geografia i revelen
els camps d’investigacié més actuals de les
geografies lesbiques.

Tal com exemplifiquen els diferents
capitols del llibre, les geografies lesbiques
es preocupen d’analitzar les estretes con-
nexions entre identitats i lloc, entre les
diferents maneres que entenem les sub-
jectivitats propies i els llocs que experi-
menten quotidianament. S’il-lustren,
d’aquesta manera, els diferents proces-
sos on identitat i espai es constitueixen
mutuament a través de maltiples localit-
zacions (des de 'ambit privat de la llar
fins a I'estat nacid) i temporalitats (des de
temps més amplis fins a esdeveniments
breus i effimers). Tal com diuen les edi-
tores del llibre, Kath Browne i Eduarda
Ferreira, el lloc és crucial en la forma-
ci de la identitat, ja que condiciona la
manera com vivim les nostres vides i que
podem fer i qué no. Després de quaran-
ta anys de recerca en aquest ambit, les
investigacions demostren que les identi-
tats, les subjectivitats i les experiencies es
negocien a partir de diverses categories
(classe social, edat, étnia) en funcié de les
possibilitats i les limitacions de cada cas.

Es per aixd que, tal com diu Catherine J.
Nash en I'tltim capitol, «Lesbian Geo-
graphies — A commentary», les geografies
lesbiques constitueixen un punt de parti-
da per entendre les identitats col-lectives
i les subjectivitats individuals.

Un altre punt en comu que tenen els
capitols d’aquesta obra és que es tracten
les identitats sexuals de manera inter-
generacional. Catherine J. Nash desta-
ca que les esquerdes entre generacions
comencen a apareixer en diverses comu-
nitats LGTBI i gueer, sovint perque cada
generacid té unes perspectives politiques
i socials diferents. Un exemple és el capi-
tol d’Akkadia Ford («The Queer Film
Festival —-QFFF- as a Gender-Diverse
Space: Positioning the “L” in GLBTIG
Screen Content»), que analitza les divisi-
ons generades en 'organitzacié del festi-
val en I'ts 0 no del terme gueer, divisions
sovint basades en diferéncies generacio-
nals. Més enlla dels aspectes intergenera-
cionals, perd, Ford fa un debat detallat
sobre la justificacié del QFFF per a I'ts
del terme.

Aixi, tots els capitols il-lustren que les
identitats i els llocs sén conceptes ines-
tables, tant des del punt de vista politic
com geografic o historic. Les interaccions
quotidianes a casa, a la feina o al carrer
no sén entre individus asexuats, siné
entre persones amb identitats diverses.
En aquest sentit, el llibre també tracta
transversalment analisi distintiva del lloc
incloent-hi 'ambit domestic (el capitol
de Barrett «Lesbians at Home: Gender
and Housework in Lesbian Coupled»),
els espais tant publics com privats, on
les persones amaguen la seva identitat
sexual (el capitol de Hardie i Johnston
«It’s a way for me to feel safe in places
that might not really be gay-friendly:
Music as Safe Lesbian Space») i els espais
d’oci i de cultura (els capitols de Bouli-
la «What Makes a Lesbian Salsa Space
Comfortable? Reconceptualising Safety
and Homophobia» i de Wiedlack i Neu-
feld Rockers «Not Punks, We’re Lesbian
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Chicks: Staging Female Same Sex Desires
in Russian Rock and Pop»).

Els diferents capitols que conformen
aquesta obra tenen una altra caractersti-
ca en comu: tots tracten la geografia des
d’una escala diferent. En la geografia del
genere totes les escales sén importants
i rellevants, perd les escales locals més
freqiients s6n en 'ambit urba (la ciutat,
el barri i I'espai public) o en llocs més
especifics (la llar, els locals d’oci i, en
general, els espais de socialitzacié, com
ara les associacions). L’explicacid, segons
Marianne Blidon, és que la geografia
se centra en els individus més que no
pas en els col-lectius o les comunitats, i
aquests individus es mouen i viuen en
multiples escales. Una altra possibilitat
que ens cita la mateixa autora és portar
aquests esquemes més individuals a una
analisi realitzada a escala global a partir
d’un aspecte transversal (la cultura, la
classe social, la llengua, etc.). A partir
d’aqui, en aquest llibre es tracten temes
com ara: que¢ implica participar en una
manifestacié o en una altra en termes de
formar part d’un col-lectiu o d’un altre?
Qui va assistir al Queer Film Festival?
Les lesbianes de classes socials diferents,
experimenten la mateixa homofobia? I les
lesbianes d’edats diferents? I les de paisos
diferents? Totes aquestes qiiestions poden
ser enriquides a partir d’analisis transver-
sals fetes a escales diferents. Aixo, segons
el capitol de Marianne Blidon titulat
«Putting Lesbians Geographies on the
Geographical Map», no vol dir només
estendre les geografies lesbiques en totes
les geografies, sind també fer-ne un com-
ponent de ple dret de la geografia amb
capacitat d’analitzar i reconceptualitzar el
mén contemporani.

La valoracié final que voldriem fer
d’aquesta obra és que, amb el fil conduc-
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tor de la identitat sexual i de genere, es
posa damunt la taula la necessitat d’estu-
diar les multiples interconnexions entre
diferents estructures de poder, com ara
el genere, la classe social, I'edat, I'¢tnia i
lorientacid sexual, que, com es mostra en
els diferents capitols del llibre, segueixen
condicionant la forma com vivim en cada
lloc i en cada moment. Les geografies de
la interseccionalitat, i la geografia en
general, tenen un paper clau en la visi-
bilitzacié de tots els col-lectius. Per aixo
esdevé un llibre necessari, sobretot per a
un public interessat en la tematica trac-
tada, perqueé hi pot trobar recursos per
a futures investigacions, metodologies
innovadores i biografia abundant. El fet
que estigui ben escrit fa que sigui senzill
de comprendre, tot i que, sobretot, esta
adrecat a un public especialitzat.
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